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Winter Quarter Final Study Guide

The following are possible questions for the final exam. We will choose a subset of them for you to answer in class on Friday, but all sections will be represented.  Our hope is that all of these questions will invite you to reflect on and deepen your learning about ecological contamination (i.e., global warming, genetically modified organisms, pesticides), immigration, and free trade vs. fair trade—in the context of the intersections of agriculture, culture, and work—as you study in groups to prepare for the exam.  Please review the original sources so that you can use them as references in your answer.

I. Synthesis Questions

1. What are the key connections between ecological contamination, immigration, and free trade?  In short essay form, spell out important interrelationships, drawing on at least three program texts to demonstrate your understanding.  You may choose to focus on one commodity (ie, corn or other) or one phenomenon (ie, the expansion of urban shantytowns or other) to ground your discussion in substantive detail.   Be sure to address food, culture, and work in your response.

2. Throughout the quarter we have looked at the impacts of neoliberal policies around the world. These policies include the promotion of private property rights, the market as the solution to all problems, deregulation, privatization, dismantling of social programs and public institutions, circumscription of civil liberties and workers organizations, among others.  Write about how these policies have impacted food, work and culture in various nations across the global south and in the US and how people have fought or sought to overturn these policies or their impacts. 

3. In what ways might we consider Rodrigo Duarte Clark’s La víctima, Jamaica Kincaid’s A Small Place, Gloria Anzaldúa’s Borderlands literary meditations on the politics, economics, and cultures of globalization?  Address two of these works in your response.  Be sure to define globalization (time period/s and major characteristics) and to speak to literary form as well as content in your response.

4. How do globalization and free trade impact people differently, depending on race, class, gender, nationality/immigration status, and the work they do?  How do these differences impact agriculture in the US today?

5. Global Warming. a) What is the greenhouse effect and how does it cause global warming?  b) What are major sources of greenhouse gases (CO2, methane and nitrous oxides) from the food system?  c) Carefully craft an argument as to your position on humanly-caused global warming using at least one reference to course materials and one to a "Focus the Nation" presentation. Address potential effects on the a) organism, b) the environment, c) farm workers and d) Artic and other indigenous cultures. 

6. Genetic engineering.  a) How do genetically engineered (GE) plants differ from hybrids and land races?  In your answer distinguish between species and varieties of plants (or breeds of animals) b) Carefully craft an argument as to your position on genetic engineering.  Address potential effects of genetic engineering on: 1) the environment, 2) human health including that of farmworkers and 3) traditional cultures.  c) Why might the expansion of GE corn be considered further evidence of Pollan's thesis of co-evolution of plants and humans? d) How is genetic engineering similar or different to other types of contamination or pollution?

7. What has been the most significant aspect of your learning this quarter?  Explain something crucial you learned and why it matters.

II. Web of Causality: A tool for thinking

Flow charts such as in Vandermeer and Perfecto’s “Web of Causality” are another way to synthesize material and emphasize relationships.  Draw and labels boxes and arrows indicating flows.  Then in a paragraph or two explain your diagram.

A. Wright in The Death of Ramon Gonzalez, concluded from his study of rural Mexico that "Abusive use of pesticides is usually tied to the result of a whole set of problems that indicate the loyalty and purposes of the people and groups that hold power.” Support or refute this statement for the case of the US.  Draw a flow chart (e.g. the "Web of Causality”) for the abuse of pesticides in the US.  Start with a box labeled “Abuse of pesticides” at the bottom of the page. Then put boxes with each contributing factor with arrows to it.  Put the contributing factors to the contributing factors in another layer of boxes and arrows.  Continue until you get at a series of root causes, if possible.

B. What would a web of causality for immigration to the U.S. look like? As you draw up your answers consider various causes of immigration such as political and economic interests, policies and contexts.  Also consider how immigration and immigrant work itself shapes the life experiences of immigrants (low wage work, instability, racism, anti-immigrant backlash, new and emerging cultures, forms of immigrant rights organizing, etc.).  Finally, address the impacts of immigrant workers on economies, such as Mexico and US.

III. Cultural Analysis

This section invites you to analyze EITHER a poem OR material from Salt of the Earth using the tools of literary and film analysis developed over the last two quarters.

A.  Possible poems from Gloria Anzaldúa’s Borderlands include: “Cultures,” “A Sea of Cabbages,” “Letting Go,” “Don’t Give In, Chicanita.”  You’ll be asked to state the message of the poem, the most important aspects of literary form in communicating that message (specific images, sounds, symbols, etc), and how the poem relates to the rest of the book as a whole.

B.  Possible questions on Salt of the Earth include:

1) At the union meeting, the workers emphasize the “solidarity of the working men.” Yet the film begins by focusing on the women loading wood and doing laundry.  Why?  Why is the narrator a woman (the film’s first words: Esperanza: “How shall I begin my story that has no beginning?”)

2) What strategies do the men use to silence or marginalize the women’s demands?  What strategies do the women use to assert their demands?  How do strategies of control that company officials use against the miners echo and differ from the strategies of husbands controlling their wives?  How (form and content) does the film communicate these similarities and differences?

3) Why is the attempted eviction of the Quintero family a turning point in the film?  How have both Esperanza and Ramón changed by the end of the film?  How is this communicated by the form and content of the final scene?

4) What do the following quotes from the film illustrate:

Esperanza: "If you’re asking for better conditions, why can’t you ask for decent plumbing, too?  Ramón: We did. It got lost in the shuffle."

Frank (Anglo union organizer): Equality’s the one thing the bosses can’t afford.  The biggest club they have over the Anglo locals is, “Well, at least you get more [pay] than the Mexicans.”

Ramón (in a later scene, to Frank): You’re the organizer… but when you figure everything the rank-and-file’s to do, down to the last detail, you don’t give us anything to think about.”

Esperanza: “Never strike me again—that was the old way.  Sleep where you please but not with me.”

Esperanza: “I want to rise and push everything up with me as I go.”

IV. Graphs and Metric Conversion

Review your exercises on metric conversions and graphs. You will be given some measurements to convert between the English and Metric systems and a graph to read and interpret.  Be sure to know how to set up your equation and cancel your units.  In preparation and if you haven't already, please commit these to memory:  cm = in x 2.54, lb = kg x 2.20, ac = ha x 2.47

V. Mapping Seeds of Change

Be prepared to map significant places, processes, events and relationships that you have learned about this quarter from our books, lectures, films, field trips, and workshops. Be sure to review all aspects of the program so that you can represent agriculture, work and culture as well as ecological contamination (i.e., global warming, genetically modified organisms, pesticides), immigration, and free trade vs. fair trade.

