TIME AND PLACE: REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORIES (CRN: 20660)
Winter & Spring, 2008

http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/timeplace

Faculty: 

Robert Smurr, Sem. II, C 3112 (867-5056); smurrr@evergreen.edu 

Peter Impara,  Sem II, D 3102 (867-6543); imparap@evergreen.edu

Office hours are arranged by appointment.

COURSE SCHEDULE:
Classes will be held at the following locations and times:


Monday: 
Lecture



9:00-11:00;     
  Lecture Hall 1        



   
Seminar/Wkshp   


1:00- 3:00; Rob –   Sem. 2, E3109







     

     Peter – Sem. 2, E3107


Wednesday: 
Film/Discussion/Wkshp/Seminar    
 9:00-1:00; 
  Sem. 2, A1105

Friday:

Exploring Place at Evergreen
 9:00-11:00;  
  Sem. 2, A1105

Seminar/Lab 
 

 1:00-3:00; Rob –  Sem. 2, A2109







     

    Peter – Sem. 2, A2107


Rivers.  Oceans.  Forests.  Mountains.  Deserts.  Earth existed for eons before Homo sapiens appeared on its surface, yet even though terrestrial landforms and water features gave rise to innumerable other life-forms, neither the planet's characteristic ecosystems nor the diverse species that evolved in them have ever remained stable.  Rivers change course.  Oceans rise and fall by hundreds of meters.  Forests burn to the ground.  Mountains erode into desert.  Deserts uplift into the highest peaks.  In short, our planet and all features of it have been, and continue to be, in continuous flux.  

What, then, does time have to do with how we view our planet, its other species, and our very own?  Join us as we use history, philosophy, geography, landscape and ecology studies to decipher human understandings of – and relationships with – this unique and infinitely changing planet.  We shall seek answers to questions such as: Why is it important to understand how diverse ecosystems function?  How did ecosystems change before humans appeared?  How and in what ways have humans altered the "natural" development of ecosystems?  How do ecosystems relate to the larger field of ecology?  We will conduct several field studies to help us analyze firsthand the role of natural and human-induced events in various ecosystems, both in the Pacific Northwest and in the desert Southwest.  

Agriculture.  Cities.  Hospitals.  Dams.  Strip malls.  From the earliest days to the present, humans have always modified their immediate environment to better suit their needs. However, with increasing world population and an ever developing ability to dramatically alter our environment, contemporary human society is radically transforming the planet in non-historic ways.  We will look at some of these transformations and explore possible paths towards a more sustainable future.

Weekly seminars, lectures, workshops, field lab studies, critical film viewing, and several overnight fieldtrips will help us to integrate our textual analyses with hands-on fieldwork.  We will strive to understand more fully concepts of place, recreation, adventure, eco-tourism, and the natural world at large.  Travel and fieldwork are integral and required aspects of this two-quarter program, thus students are expected to participate in all fieldtrips, including several overnight trips.
Depending on an individual student’s emphasis, credit may be awarded in the following disciplines: English (writing and composition), Environmental History, History of the Pacific Northwest, Basic Ecology, Field Methods, Environmental Studies, and Geography.

CAMPUS DISABILITY POLICY:

If you have a health condition or disability that may require accommodations in order to effectively participate in this class, please do one of the following:

- Contact the faculty after class
- Contact Access Services in Library 1407-D; 867-6348, or pickeril@evergreen.edu

Information about a disability or health condition will be regarded as confidential. 

CAMPUS SMOKING POLICY:
Evergreen is a smoke free campus, excluding the several designated smoking areas. If you do smoke, consider quitting. If you choose not to, please use the designated areas only. Students willfully disregarding this campus policy will be asked to leave the program. 
FIELD TRIP SMOKING, DRUG, AND ALCOHOL POLICY:

All of our field trips are completely free of alcohol and non-prescription drugs.  Students who smoke will be required to do so in accordance with state law and the Evergreen policy of preventing exposure of non-smokers to second-hand smoke.  As many of our field trips will last for several days, be certain that you have the ability to abide by these policies during the entire period.  Students disregarding any aspect of this policy will no longer be considered participants of the field trip and will be required to fund their own return trip to Evergreen.   
PROGRAM STRUCTURE:

Lectures:
Students will normally have one or two faculty lectures per week, given by Rob and Peter, usually on a rotating basis.  Lectures cover material relevant to, but not directly based upon, our course texts.

Seminars:
One to two per week based on the particular week’s reading(s). 

Films:
One or two per week, depending on length and content.  Knowledge of the films and film themes will factor into course examinations.

Workshops:
Sporadic throughout the term.  We will emphasize the development of research, writing, and library skills.  Some workshops will be taught in classrooms, others will be taught outdoors, regardless of weather conditions.
Field Trips:  
In spring term, we will take two week-long trips to diverse regions within Washington 


State.  These trips are designed to be fully integrated into our course themes and are thus 


considered essential aspects of the program.  If the schedule or other considerations make 

it too difficult for you to attend some of our trips, please contact the faculty to make 


alternative plans to ensure your academic progress.  We will travel by van to distinct 


Environmental Learning Center (ELC) camp facilities within Washington, as well as one 


trip to the The Quileute Reservation, located on the stunning coastline at La Push, 


Washington.  Please see Program Schedule (below) for specific trips and dates. 

PROGRAM FEES: $175 per student

REQUIRED TEXTS FOR SPRING 2008  (in approximate reading order):  Because we will examine these texts closely, and because we desire to avoid any complications that might otherwise arise from varying pagination, we prefer that you either buy or find library copies of the same editions listed below, all of which are available for purchase at the campus bookstore.  You may be able to find the same editions at better prices through various on-line dealers such as abebooks.com; half.com; amazon.com, etc.

1.  Uncommon Ground.  William Cronon (Norton, 1996)

2.  The Organic Machine.  Richard White (University of Washington Press, 1999)

3.  Emerald City: An Environmental History of Seattle.  Matthew Klingle (Yale University Press, 2007)
4.  The Good Rain.  Timothy Egan (Vintage, 1991)
5.  Biophilia.  Edward O. Wilson (Harvard, 1984)
6.  Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies.  Jared Diamond (Norton, 1999)
7.  The Geography of Nowhere.  James H. Kunstler (Free Press, 1994)
8.  The Power of Place.  Winifred Gallagher (HarperPerennial, 1993)

9.  Field Notes from a Catastrophe.  Elizabeth Kolbert (Bloomsbury, 2006)
10. The Science of Conservation Planning. R.F. Noss, et al. (Island Press, 1997)     
11. Roadside Geology of Washington D. Alt and D.W. Hyndman.  (Mountain Press, 1994)
12. Northwest Exposures. D. Alt and D.W. Hyndman.  (Mountain Press, 1995)
ASSIGNMENTS:  Students must complete all of the assignments below in order to receive course credit and a course evaluation.

1.  Research Prospectus: a 2-3 page prospectus on your proposed research topic for the term.   

     Choice of the topic will be yours, but it must meet faculty approval.  DUE: Monday, Apr. 7 in 
      seminar. 

2.  An initial 5-6 paged draft of your research work to date.  DUE: Friday, Apr. 25 in seminar.

3.  Three in-class (workshop) map quizzes.  Quizzes on Weds: Apr. 9, May 2, and May 21.

4.  Research Paper II: a 9-10 paged expansion of your research essay.  DUE: Friday, May 9 in 
                    seminar.


5.  Research Paper III.  A final submission of your fifteen paged term research project.  
                    DUE: Wednesday, May 28 in faculty offices.  

6.  A midterm examination: Wednesday, Apr. 30.
7.  Bi-weekly text quizzes.  Short quizzes for every assigned reading in order to verify your   

     comprehension of the material.  DUE: every seminar.
8.  A final group presentation.  Given in class, week ten.
9.  One official TESC student self-evaluation.  DUE: Friday, June 6.
10.  One official TESC seminar faculty evaluation.  DUE: Friday, June 6.

11.  A comprehensive course portfolio that will include all of the above items plus any additional 
       material that might speak of your learning process for the quarter.  DUE: Friday, June 6.

12.  Full participation in course field trips.

CREDIT POLICY AND REQUIREMENTS:

1. Full and conscientious participation; on-time completion of all readings, writing assignments, and examinations; attendance at all program activities, including films.

2. No late essays.  

3. No plagiarism.  If you know what it is, don’t do it.  Ever.  If you don’t know, ask, or read about TESC plagiarism policy here: 

http://64.233.167.104/u/theevergreenstatecollege?q=cache:iJtj3iuKR9cJ:www.evergreen.edu/writingcenter/handouts/general/sources.pdf+plagiarism&hl=en&ie=UTF-8
or plagiarism in general here (surprisingly good):  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagiarism
4. An end-term portfolio (bound loose-leaf) that includes all of your work during the quarter.  Read: “Don’t lose or throw anything away!”
5. Signed covenant of responsibilities and obligations.

SEMINAR:  Everyone should come prepared to speak, argue, and discuss relevant themes in seminar.  Feel free to use your short response notes as jumping off points for discussion.  The more closely and critically you and your colleagues read the assigned texts, the more effective and enjoyable will be our time spent in seminar.  

FILM:  This is an integral and required aspect of our program.  We expect all students to come to the films on time and with a critical eye.  Over the course of our two-term study, we will view a wide array of feature films and documentaries, a great number of which are considered classics of their genre.  Knowledge of the films will factor into midterm and final examinations.
FIELD TRIPS:
We will take four field trips, two of which entail multiple overnight stays.  Trips are required and will depart promptly from the circle in front of the CRC (Gym).  Detailed itineraries forthcoming.

Field Trip I:  The Columbia River Basin
Depart 9:30 a.m., TESC on Monday, Apr. 7.





Return: approx. 4:00 p.m. on Friday, Apr. 11.
Field Trip II: Seattle


Depart 9:30 a.m., TESC on Wednesday, Apr. 16.






Return: approx. 4:00 p.m., on Wednesday, Apr. 16.

Field Trip III: The Skokomish Rainforest
Depart 9:30 a.m., TESC on Wednesday, April 23.






Return approx. 4:00 p.m., on Wednesday, April 23.
Field Trip IV:  The Olympic Peninsula
Depart 9:30 a.m, TESC on Monday, May 12  





    
Return approx. 4:00 p.m., on Friday, May 16.
PROGRAM SCHEDULE: 

To me it's all about working hard, having fun, and...then like, working really hard some more…but then

 having some more fun.…                       –  Derek Zoolander

Week 1  --  Washington's Magnificent Waters
3/31
Lecture (Rob): Salmon and Sacredness in the PNW
3/31  
Seminar:  Uncommon Ground, “Reinventing Eden,” pp. 132-159; and “Ecological Fragmentation 
                               in the Fifties,” pp. 233 – 255
4/2
Film & Discussion: Mystery of the Megaflood and Cadillac Desert (1)
4/4
Lecture (Peter): Intro to Geography: Location and Place; Biomes of the World

The Science of Conservation Planning, Forward, Preface, Ch. 1 pp. 1 – 18.
4/4
Workshop:  Introduction to term research project
Week 2  --  Week-long Field Trip to the Columbia River Basin
4/7
The Organic Machine, pp. Intro. – 58

Visit and explore Bonneville Dam and MaryHill Museum


DUE: Research Prospectus


Overnight: Brooks Memorial Environmental Learning Center


Roadside Geol of Washington  Chapter V; Northwest Exposure Ch 33 – 39, 49 – 51.
4/8  
The Organic Machine, pp. 59-113

Overnight: Sun Lakes Memorial Environmental Learning Center

4/9
Uncommon Ground, “Touch the Magic,” pp. 204-217

                                                 “On the Search for a Root Cause,” pp. 256-268.

Visit and explore Grand Coulee Dam


MAP QUIZ #1

Overnight: Sun Lakes Memorial Environmental Learning Center

4/10
The Good Rain, Intro. – chap. 5

Lecture (Peter and Rob):  The Topography and Geology of Eastern Washington

Exploring Washington's Scablands

Overnight: Sun Lakes Memorial Environmental Learning Center

4/11
Return to campus
Week 3  --  Urban by Nature
4/14
Lecture (Rob):  Seattle: Urban by Nature (thanks to Matt Klingle)
4/14
Seminar: Emerald City, Prologue-chap. 4
4/16
Field Trip: Seattle
4/18
Lecture (Peter): Forest and Resource Management History in the PNW. The Science of 
                                        Conservation Planning , Ch. 2 pp. 19 – 48.

4/18
Seminar:  Emerald City, chap. 5 - Epilogue
Week 4  --  Research with a Purpose
4/21
Workshop:  Term Project Research - Library Tuition
4/21
Seminar:  The Good Rain, chap. 6 – Epilogue

MAP QUIZ #2
4/23
Field Trip: The Skokomish Rainforest. Uncommon Ground, “Whose nature? The Contested 
                                  Moral Terrain of Ancient Forests,” pp.  269 – 297 
4/25
Workshop:  Term Project Research II - Library Skills
4/25
Seminar: Biophilia 

DUE: Research Draft 1 (5-6 pages)


Week 5  --  Nature via Art and Photography
4/28
Guest Lecture (Paul Reynolds, class photographer):  
4/28
Seminar:  Guns, Germs, and Steel, Preface – p. 191
4/30
Midterm Examination: a short test


Film & Discussion:  Guns, Germs, and Steel  
5/2
Lecture (Peter):  Island Biogeography: A Theoretical Approach to Fragmentation. The Science of 
                                         Conservation Planning , Ch. 4 pp. 73 – 110
5/2
Seminar:  Guns, Germs, and Steel, pp. 193 – 292

MAP QUIZ #3
Week 6  --  On Guns, Parks, and Place
5/5
Lecture (Rob):  Lahemaa: History of a Foreign National Park, or, The Geography of Somewhere 

5/5
Seminar: Guns, Germs, and Steel, pp. 293-425 
                             Smurr, "Lahemaa: the paradox of the USSR's first national park" -- on course website
5/7
Film & Discussion: Cadillac Desert 2 & 3
5/9
Lecture (Peter): Landscape Ecology and Conservation Planning. The Science of Conservation 
                                        Planning, Ch. 3 pp. 49 – 72, and Ch. 5 pp. 110 – 154.
5/9
Seminar:  Composition Workshop

DUE:  Research Draft 2 (9-10 pages)
Week 7  -- The Stunning Olympic Peninsula -- a Week-long Field Trip




5/12
Olympic Peninsula

Seminar: The Geography of Nowhere

Overnight:  Ramblewood Environmental Learning Center at Sequim Bay State Park 

5/13
Olympic Peninsula

Seminar: Smurr, "Nationalizing Nature: History, Natural Monuments, and Estonian National 
 


                             Identity" -- on course website
              Overnight:  Ramblewood Environmental Learning Center at Sequim Bay State Park
5/14
Olympic Peninsula

Seminar: The Power of Place

Overnight:  La Push, Washington
5/15
Olympic Peninsula

Overnight:  La Push, Washington

5/16
Return to campus

Visit: Lake Quinault & Rain Forest on return
Week 8  --  Catastrophe or Change: Learning to be Stewards of the Earth

5/19
Lecture (Rob):  Nature's "Place" Today, Nature's Significance Tomorrow
5/19
Seminar: Field Notes for a Catastrophe 
5/21
Film and Discussion: An Inconvenient Truth and Cadillac Desert IV
5/23
Lecture (Peter): Ecosystem Management and Conservation Planning. The Science of Conservation Planning, Ch. 6 and 7, pp. 155 – 224
5/23
Seminar:  The future of environmentalism: a debate    
Week 9  --  Preparation Week
5/26
HOLIDAY: NO CLASS
5/28
DUE:  Final Research Paper (15 pages).  Due in faculty offices.

5/27-5/30
Individual and group meetings with faculty.  Times to be announced.

Week 10  --  Natural (and UNnatural) Presentations and Conclusions
6/2
Practice Presentations.  Times to be announced
6/4
Class Presentations 
6/6
Class Presentations and Class Adieu

DUE: Self Evaluation


           Faculty Evaluations


           Course Portfolio
Week 11  --  NO CLASS  --  Evaluation Week  -- June 9 – 13
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