December 2, 2008

A. (10 minutes) Quiet writing
B. (5-10 minutes) Observations of water--sharing

C. (45-60 minutes) To make drafts more interesting, what should writers do?  --strategies for layering in ideas, drawing on logs, observations, maps, books, experiences, stories

a. (30) make a piece of writing that you have with you better—work on your own for half an hour or so quietly

b. (5) pause and ask yourself what you have been doing—how do you make your work better?

c. (10) find a partner or two and share what all of you have been doing to “make your writing better”

d.  (10) whole class discussion—what is better?

D. (45 minutes + 15 minutes of a break) Continue working on your own, or help a partner make their drafts better. The writer says what kind of feedback they want, or the questions they have. The readers essentially do what the writer asks them to do. Decide how many minutes of attention the writer will get from the group. 
E. (20-30 minutes) Bean-enhanced discussion of Blue Covenant and discoveries/insights about water: what ideas are most compelling? 
F. (20-30 minutes) Notes towards a self-assessment:  experienced readers and writers know things, do things, have reasons/purposes for what they do, and have forms in which they do those things.  Working with those verbs is a way to generate material for your self-assessment.

Knowledge/ideas:


History of human rights


Cosmopolitanism


Water as a human right


The global water crisis


Your own ideas related to any/all of these topics


Your ideas about yourself as a writer


Your understanding about the forms writing can take


Other ideas…

Methods/skills:


Recognizing different styles of argumentation


Creating an argument


Studying other writers’ texts for patterns you can use


Giving a good account of another person’s ideas


Giving a good account of your own thinking


Integrating your ideas and another writer’s views for a purpose


Giving feedback to other writers


Using feedback from others to strengthen your own writing


Giving yourself feedback/coaching yourself in revising your own work


Other skills…

Purposes:


Reading to discover methods for organizing texts


Writing to share ideas with an audience


Rewriting to make yourself clearer


Other purposes…

Forms:

You can start by looking at all the work you have with you, or by thinking, or by writing. Give yourself about fifteen minutes to figure out what you want to say in answer to the broad question, “what have you learned through your work in this class?” Share your thinking with a partner, and then add anything you like to your list or description.

Then answer this follow-up question, “How do you know?”—that is, how do you know you have learned what you say you have learned?  Write about that, and then share your thinking you’re your partner.

If we have time, we will hear samples of what people are writing. 

You need to include a draft of your self-evaluation (and a faculty evaluation) in your portfolio. 

For a faculty evaluation, helpful questions for you to address are these: what in particular (I hope something!) supported your learning, and what (if anything) got in your way?  Your faculty evaluations don’t have to go a form, but you do have to write one and turn it in—as part of your portfolio, at our final conference, or to Sharon Wendt, in Sem II B 2125 and she will give them to me when I finish all my evaluations of your work. 
Homework:
Use your analysis of what you are learning to direct the work you do between now and next week. What in particular do you want to have reflected in your portfolio? If you want to demonstrate your ability to compose an argument, then focus on revising a piece that will let you do that. Not everything needs to be revised, although drafts of everything need to be in your portfolio. This is your chance to do focused editing, based on what you are trying to learn/get better at. 

Draft your self-evaluation and your faculty evaluation.

In addition, prepare one piece that you can read out loud to the class. Read it at home and practice, so that you can deliver it smoothly. (this is also a good editing strategy.) 

Bring your portfolio, the piece you intend to read, and food or drink to share to class next week. (Bring your own plate, cup and cutlery too, if you can.)

� These four dimensions provide a framework for analyzing any discipline. See Boix-Mansilla, “Assessing Student Learning at Disciplinary Crossroads.” Change, January/February 2004, 14-21. 





