November 18, 2008

Agenda

Meet in classroom and walk over to Library—meet with Ernestine Kimbro and Carlos Diaz re forthcoming water project

Return to class around 8.

Quiet writing.

Review assignment.

In groups, work through the choosing a question protocol (see reverse side), including giving yourselves five minutes to brainstorm or free write at the beginning of your session.

As a round robin, share questions and reflections.

Turn in homework and drafts. 

Choosing a question protocol 

(adapted from The Evidence Process: A Collaborative Approach to Understanding and Improving Teaching and Learning by the Evidence Process Staff (Cambridge, MA: Harvard Project Zero, 2001)
Purpose: this protocol helps clarify a process for choosing a question that is the basis for inquiry

Before the protocol: Each member of the group should have in mind a particular question about water—a question that feels personally important, a question that can serve as the focus of his/her work. Group members can generate possible questions by carrying out individual brainstorms or doing individual free writing before the protocol starts.

Tips for facilitators: the protocol is fairly short and simple. It’s a good starting point for generating questions, but developing questions takes time. After doing this protocol, participants may want to revise their questions, or do the protocol a second time to sharpen their focus.

Don’t let the group get too hung up on wording. You can revisit and revise your question at any point in your inquiry process.

Steps

1. Getting started (1 minute)

a. If no one is designated facilitator, group members can rotate that role.

b. Facilitator reviews the protocol.

c. Someone volunteers to be the first presenter and reads her question out loud to the group. The facilitator can write the question on chart paper.

2. personal and academic importance (3 minutes)

a. Facilitator asks presenter: “why is this question personally and academically important to you?”

b. Presenter responds.

c. Group members listen. They may ask brief clarifying or probing questions in order to understand why the presenter cares about this particular question. For example, if the presenter is very succinct in her answer, group members might encourage her to say more: “what makes it personally compelling? Is this a question that keeps you up at night?”

3. relevance to other people/situations (5 minutes)

a. Facilitator asks, “how is this question relevant to other people, situations, or to broader questions of human rights or cosmopolitanism?”

b. Presenter responds first, and then group members respond to the question, discussing what they as connections, and what relevance the question holds for them.

4. size of the question (2 minutes)

a. Facilitator asks the presenter and the group: “Does this question feel too broad or too narrow?”

b. Presenter and group members discuss whether the question casts issues in a way the writer can respond to. A question could be a good one, but too hard to tackle in a two-week project. 

