October 21, 2008
· Quiet writing

· Review the table below—the heuristic-- to get the context and purpose for the chapter group discussions

· Chapter groups meet and discuss your notes for today. Pay special attention to the topics Hunt raises in your chapter, and the questions you might pose about them.
· Check back in as a whole group

· Individual work on where you might enter into a “conversation” with Hunt, building on the work you just did in small groups, using the heuristic again and the notes you made for class, including any references you heard to topics mentioned by Hunt. This time, think beyond your chapter to topics raised anywhere in the book. Try to come up with at least three possible topics. The more specific your notes are, the further ahead you will be when you start drafting.
· Reconvene as a whole group. Look at the pattern for organizing an argumentative essay (below) to get a context and purpose for the next round of working groups
· Round robin: share one of the topics you are thinking you could explore in your draft, and your tentative question or position on that topic
· Organize working groups based on similar topics and questions—you are also free to work on your own. The focus here is on how you might develop your arguments. With this focused work time, continue to sketch out your argument. Use the heuristic table if that helps; bring in any additional references; start a new brainstorming about your own argument if you are ready to do that. For example, if I were going to write about stories in US Today, what I need to do or think about? 
· Reconvene as a whole group. Check in on progress of developing outlines or plans for this draft. Shift to a discussion of sections, using the opening paragraph in each section of Hunt’s first chapter as examples, along with the paragraph below from Peter Singer. 

· Try writing a rough opening paragraph, using Hunt or Singer as a model. 

· Turn in homework; adjourn.
Homework for next week: write a draft of an argumentative essay that builds on or responds to a topic raised by Hunt. Your draft should be typed, double-spaced, and at least four pages. Use the pattern described above to work out the major sections. 
Opening paragraph from Animal Liberation, by Peter Singer:

“We are familiar with Black Liberation, Gay Liberation, and a variety of other movements. With Women’s Liberation some thought we had come to the end of the road. Discrimination on the basis of sex, it has been said, is the last form of discrimination that is universally accepted and practiced without pretense, even in those liberal circles which have long prided themselves on their freedom from racial discrimination. But one should always be wary of talking of “the last remaining form of discrimination.” If we have learned anything from liberation movements, we should have learned how difficult it is to be aware of the ways in which we discriminate until they are forcefully pointed out to us. A liberation movement demands an expansion of our moral horizons, so that practices that were previously regarded as natural and inevitable are now seen as intolerable.” 

Heuristic for generating topics/questions/tentative positions:
	Topics raised in Inventing Human Rights
(this becomes #2 below)
	Lynn Hunt’s position

(this becomes  #4 below)
	Questions for me to pursue/potential positions

(this becomes  #5 below)



	(name a topic you are interested in)


	Give a short account of Hunt’s position—your chapter notes will be helpful
	Describe your question or your position…

	
	
	

	
	
	


My example:

	Topics raised in Inventing Human Rights

	Lynn Hunt’s position


	Questions for me to pursue/potential positions


	The role of stories about ordinary people in the novels and newspapers of the time
	Hunt argues that the rise of epistolary novels and newspaper account of ordinary people in the 18th century created possibilities for empathy
	My hunch is that the presence of individualistic accounts in USA Today limits our collective capacity for empathy in that tragic events are depicted as random, and not systematic

	Government/official uses of torture
	Government use of torture/extreme corporeal punishment came to be seen as unacceptable because of a growing awareness or sensibility of bodily integrity and what she calls self-possession of individual bodies  
	How is this connected with accusations of US gov’t sponsored torture? What official arguments are made to justify waterboarding, for instance?

	The value of “ declaring” rights


	Hunt argues that human rights have “an inner logic” (150) and that logic can operate with “bulldozer force” (160), because each rendition of rights increases the “thinkability” index—the issues that can be thought of
	I have a feeling the “inner logic” of human rights has been at work in the faculty union negotiations this year


One pattern for organizing your essay:*
1. Opening paragraph(s): these are often hard to write because they are so high stakes. The point of the opening is to get readers oriented to the conversation they are joining. (Note: look at the opening paragraph from Animal Liberation below, as one example, and also look through Lynn Hunt’s introductory essay. The paragraphs that open each section of that chapter provide examples of ways to ease your reader into a line of thinking about a particular topic.) Sometimes, writers say explicitly what their thesis is in the opening; sometimes they don’t.
2. Statement of the problem or the question you are addressing: state the problem as dispassionately as you can, and indicate why the reader should care about the issue. The length of this section depends on the complexity of the problem and your intended audience. Sometimes writers state their specific thesis here after they describe the problem; sometimes they don’t.
3. Statement of the structure of the essay: briefly indicate the structure of the rest of the essay—where you are taking readers, and by what route.
4. Statement of alternative solutions to the problem or responses to the question: In this section, you explain how other thinkers (or another thinker) have addressed this same problem or issue. Your goal here is to describe and then validate whatever you can about the merits of other ways of addressing the problem or issue at hand. This is your best strategy for gaining credibility, and also for improving your own thinking on the matter. You don’t have to disagree: the difference between you and Hunt may be that you are interested in contemporary questions, and she is focused on making an historical argument. 
5. Arguments in support of the proposed solution/response to the question. This is the longest part of your essay, as it explains what your view is and why you think your view is reasonable. Evidence takes a variety of forms here—references to other thinkers or organizations, examples, analogies, relevant statistics or other quantitative data.

6. Arguments answering possible objections: here is where you anticipate and respond to objections readers might make to your proposed solution/response. Likely sources of objections are these—your proposal doesn’t get at the heart of the issue; your proposal will create more problems than it solves in terms of unintended consequences. 
7. A summary, resolution, or conclusion: here you may seek to accommodate the views of readers different from your own, but you also want to suggest that your own position makes good sense. If you find that your position or response doesn’t make sense, then change it!

You may want to begin your draft by focusing on drafting sections 2, 4 and 5. Remember 5 should be the longest, and by the time you get to 6, you are anticipating objections to your own arguments, and not to Hunt. The most likely place for Hunt’s thinking to show up is in section 2. 
We will use this outline to review drafts next week in class, paying special attention to sections 2, 4 and 5. 

*I am borrowing this outline from a book by Sylvan Barnet and Hugo Bedau, From Critical Thinking to Argument: A Portable Guide (2008).

