October 28, 2008
Quiet writing
Reading together the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights”
Examining Hunt’s argument that rights take shape through a combination of declaration and action:
1. Quick write on your own: what is her argument about the relationship between declaring rights and action?

2. Volunteers for “fishbowl” seminar—6 in all—each with different passage

3. Everyone writes about the passage we have, how it connects with what we wrote about
4. Our “fishbowl” volunteers share their understanding of their particular passages, and then together discuss Hunt’s overall argument, including, if they have beans, their perspective
5. We all write again, about two things: our clearer understanding of what Hunt says about the purpose of declaring rights, and our own response to that.

6. As a group, we will reflect on this process including what worked and what was frustrating about it.

 This assertion in Hunt, about the value of declaring rights and her argument for that position, will re-surface when you turn your attention to thinking about the merits of declaring water a human right.

Reviewing drafts: tonight our focus is on your description or statement of the problem you are addressing, your description of Hunt’s approach or perspective on the problem, and on your own approach to the problem.

In groups of three—give your two partners copies of your essay, so everyone is sitting with stack of three essays. Decide the order in which you will work—whose essay will be first, whose will be second, whose will be third.  The person to the left of the writer will act as timekeeper; the person to the right of the writer will act as facilitator.

Each person gets 40 minutes of attention—writer #1 goes at 7, writer #2 at 7:55 (we will break from 7:40-7:55), writer #3 at 8:35 .  Each group will use the following set of questions to organize your work. Go through all the steps with one writer, and then move to writer two. 
Problem: 
A. (5 min) Readers, where do you find a description of the problem the writer is addressing? Mark those areas with a highlighter, and then compare your notes. Writer, you just listen and watch.

B. (3 min) Writer, explain to your readers why you find this problem compelling? Why is it important to you personally? Readers, you just listen and take notes. Don’t talk.

C. (3 min) Readers, having listened carefully, what suggestions can you make to the writer to strengthen their problem statement?
Hunt’s perspective on/approach to that problem:

A. (5 min) Readers, where do you see the writer describing Hunt’s approach to the problem? Highlight those passages, and compare what your notes with each other. 

B. (5 min) Readers and writer together, discuss how the writer could strengthen this dimension of the paper.

Writer’s perspective on/approach to the problem:

A. (5 min) Readers, where do you see the writer explaining their own view? Mark those passages, and use another color to show where the writer provides evidence of their view. Writer, you can review your own draft doing the same thing, but don’t talk.
B. (5 min) Writer, explain to the readers what matters most to you about your position. Readers, listen.

C. (8 min) Together, discuss how the writer can strengthen this aspect of their work.

Turn in one copy of your draft.

Looking ahead to Cosmopolitanism: 
“The notion of human rights thus brought in its train a whole succession of evil twins. The call for universal, equal and natural rights stimulated the growth of new and sometimes fanatical ideologies of difference. New modes for gaining empathetic understanding opened the way to a sensationalism of violence….The utterly dehumanizing crimes of the twentieth century only became conceivable once everyone could claim to be an equal member of the human family” (212)

--what does she mean by the image of the evil twins (she brings it up earlier on p. 187)?

She uses this point to argue that “human rights are our only commonly shared bulwark against those evils”—and by evils she appears to be referring to violence, pain and domination.

As you start to read Cosmopolitanism, ask yourself what Appiah’s take on this would be. From his perspective, what is the “bulwark against those evils,” and why does he take that position? You are welcome to use this as an organizing question for your homework, and you are welcome to write about an idea that crosses chapters. You are equally welcome to focus on a single chapter.  
Writing: keep working on your draft, using comments from tonight and your own good thinking. I want to meet everyone individually this week or next to discuss your draft and also look ahead to your next projects.
