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Arguments are…
Listening to the presidential debates: how are they making arguments?
As you listen and watch McCain and Obama tonight, pay attention to the claims they make, the evidence they cite, and the degree to which they acknowledge and address opposing points of view.  

Note down particular examples of claims each candidate makes. If they offer evidence, note that down too, so we can discuss their arguments at the end the debates.
Looking at our course texts: how are these authors making arguments?
Begin in groups by sharing the headlines you created for each introduction. Decide on a headline together that best fits the introduction—clearly connecting with what the author is saying, and also giving a perspective, or an angle, on that idea.

Use your conversation of headlines to move into a conversation about the arguments these authors are making. For each introduction, write out what seems to your group to be the central claim.  We will compare these as a whole group.

Looking at drafts: how are you making an argument?
In small groups, review your drafts. Remember that your discussion should be guided by the questions that were on the board last week:

1. What do you notice about the draft?

2. What do you value about the draft?

3. Where does the author provide evidence about their experiences/ideas/feelings about academic writing/argumentation?

4. Where does the author connect their own experience/views to those of others?

Add a fifth question to the group: based on your reading of this draft, what is the author’s current central claim? If they aren’t exactly making a claim, what sort of claim could they make?  

Put notes about your group’s discussion to your draft, and turn your draft in to me, along with your headlines and your paragraph.

	Read chapters two and three in Inventing Human Rights.

Read the preface from They Say/I Say (in-class handout)
	Lynn Hunt argues in her first chapter that through reading novels, 18th century readers “learned to extend their purview of empathy,” and she claims this helped make possible the emergence of human rights. 

A. Select a series of three passages that illustrate the basic “moves” of this argument from chapter one. Type them out, and then in your own words—underneath-- explain the points Hunt makes.

B. Do the same thing for either chapter two or chapter three, but begin by writing a sentence, as I did above, describing the overall argument Hunt makes.


