Env Health Fieldtrip to Tacoma  2/3/09 Directions, with a bit of commentary.
Leaving Evergreen, take Rte 101 East to Interstate 5. Take 5 north to Tacoma. 

Take Exit 133 in Tacoma to City Center. Follow toward City Center, until you see signs for Schuster Parkway. You will get onto the Parkway and follow it all the way to Ruston (as we get toward Ruston the Parkway’s name shifts to Ruston Way.)  Stay on Schuster, don’t take connecting road to “Old Town.” (If you do get sidetracked in Old Town, just head back down the hill to Schuster Parkway.)

As you cross 49th St., you’re passing into the old Asarco smelter area. You’ll see billboards saying “Point Ruston” “Saving Jobs, Building Community” “Now Leasing” “ Copperline Condo”… etc. These signs are on part of the old smelter site by the Bay. Drive slowly in this area, especially as you approach the tunnel (where you’ll want to put on our lights). By the way, the tunnel was at the base of the smelter stack, once the highest structure on the west coast. 
The road becomes Gallagher and then N 51st St as you swing left up the hill after the tunnel. Go up 51st, crossing a traffic light at Winifred. Go to Pearl St. (Antique Sandwich is on the corner) and take a left. In a block or so, you’ll see the Chinese Christian Church, at 5025 Pearl St. on the left. Park your car on the street; don’t park in the Casino next door. Meet in Church, 2nd floor, at 10am. 

After our meeting at the Church, drive up Pearl a few more blocks and take a left on 49th St. In a few blocks you’ll come to “Stack Hill” site of Point Ruston. Park on 49th, near the intersection with Baltimore. We’ll be here for a ½ hour or more, with time to walk around the Point Ruston development. 

From Point Ruston, drive down Baltimore St, take a left on Commercial St. At the end of Commercial, take a right on Winifred. Follow Winifred across the intersection, past the Town Hall on your right. Then take a right on 52nd. At 52nd & Shirley St. you’ll see the Old Ruston School, site of town meetings and development offices.  At the intersection of 52nd and Bennett, you’ll also see The Commencement, another development (condos) in process. In front of the Commencement and to your left, you’ll see the Onsite Containment Facility, part of the Superfund Cleanup, the monitored repository for contaminated soils. 

Take a right on Bennett. Then you’ll take a left back onto 51st. BE VERY CAREFUL AT THIS INTERSECTION. Go back down the hill and head toward the tunnel, as we retrace our journey back up the Bay toward the Port area. Follow Ruston Way/Schuster Parkway all the way back toward downtown. Be on the lookout for the sign for “Thea Foss Parkway.” Take a left onto the Thea Foss. Soon after turn left into “Thea’s Park” (by The Dock) and park.  
Leaving Thea’s Park: Take a left out of the park. Follow signs for Interstate 5.  Head on 5South – Portland.   Back to Olympia and Evergreen.

