Libby, MT – WR Grace & Co -- Asbestos Case Study – Weeks 3 & 4 
We’ll be working on these readings selectively over two weeks. This is one of the most significant EH cases, with the public health science on display in the courtroom. The WR Grace criminal trial is underway in MT right now. It’s being closely watched by the public health science, law and advocacy communities. The outcome will have substantial impact on the practice of environmental/occupational science, health care, and social justice. We would like you to familiarize yourself with the case by reading selectively. 

* indicates readings that are highly recommended by your faculty. Beyond those, read as much as you can, peruse broadly, following your interests. Section 3: offers some general materials (including video clips) to help you quickly get into the case. Week 3 = focus on Science.  Week 4 = focus on law, community and social justice. But it would be helpful for you to look over Section 3 to get started. 
1. Government materials on this case and on asbestos:

http://www.usdoj.gov/opa/pr/2003/August03_enrd_180.htm 

(high profile civil case against Grace Crop, 2003, US Dept of Justice)

http://www.epa.gov/region8/superfund/libby *

(background, updates, cleanup activities)

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/Asbestos/sites/libby_montana *

(intro, public health response plan)

http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/asbestos *

(background info on asbestos, exposure, medical community, national map)

2. WR Grace Company website: * read selectively, but do look this over
www.grace.com/About/EHS/Libby 

(issues & answers, timeline, medical program, mining & mill occupational programs, zonolite insulation, statement regarding indictment) 

3. General orientation to the case:

www.livingwithgrace.us *(will give you a good sense of the community)
Video-journalist returns home to Libby. Good introduction, profiles of the community; short videos; see 2-minute video CARD, with the physician at the Center for Asbestos-Related Diseases in Libby. 

http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2007/libbymontana
(About the Point-of-View film “Libby MT” and related materials)

http://www.loe.org/shows/segments.htm?programID=07-P13-00033&segmentID=3  (Living on Earth radio interview about the film “Libby MT”)

http://www.counterpunch.org/peacock03022009.html *

(“ A Poisoned Town’s Shot at Justice: Libby, MT vs. WR Grace”;

by Andrea Peacock, author of Libby, MT: Asbestos and the Deadly Silence of an American Corporation.         (A good retrospective on the case.)

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/mar/08/usa-mining-libby-montana-print
(British coverage: “Welcome to Libby MT, the town that was poisoned”) 

4. University of MT project on the case, Schools of Law & Journalism: *
 Please read this over carefully, selectively; an invaluable resource.
http://blog.umt.edu/gracecase  

(day-by-day, How A Criminal Trial Proceeds, Background News – see LA Times, NYTimes, regional press; see special Seattle PI section below) 

5. Journalist Andrew Schneider, Seattle Post-Intelligencer
Schneider is the journalist – with a national profile – who’s been following this story for the longest time. His coverage led to a book An Air That Kills: How the Asbestos Poisoning of Libby, Montana, Uncovered a National Scandal
We will only sample from the extensive coverage on the Libby story. His stories appear first in the PI, then PI blog, then his own website. The PI no longer has a print edition; Schneider continues his reporting on-line. He & Spokane physician Dr. Whitehouse have spoken on this story to the WA Public Health Association. 

http://www.seattlepi.com/uncivilaction* (This presents his coverage from the main opening article Nov 11, 1999 “A Town Left to Die” up through 2008. Read selectively, especially his Nov 99 coverage, which broke the story nationally.)

http://blog.seattlepi.com/secretingredients  (Again, voluminous – too much to read it all. * Recommended: 3/4/09 “epi vs. docs.”  3/9/09 “stifle govt witness,”  3/10/09 “Top Govt witness,” 3/11/09 “govt secrecy,” 3/12/09 “Grace lawyers still argue,” 3/16/09 “Will there be Justice?”) 

http://andrewschneiderinvestigates.com   (This is an amalgam of his online coverage of environmental and workplace health, including the diacetyl story. Read selectively. * recommended: 3/10/09 (“Top Medical Witnesses”), 3/16/0  (“What Kind of Justice does Libby Want?”), 4/7/09 trial coverage) 

NOTE: These 3 Schneider sites overlap and merge; it’s not easy to follow. So, follow our * recommendations and overall just try to get comfortable with the storyline, especially re: public health science. 

For Week 3 seminar review the articles of Sullivan 2007, Rohs 2008 and also the pair of the ATSDR 2003 article and the Price response to it. Additional reading from Price is also available (Price 2008) for those who may want to see his more complete analysis of the Libby asbestos exposures. This is interesting because apparently Price is skeptical about the impact of asbestos exposures and challenges ATSDR’s and other reports… He apparently has his own private (consulting?) company…  There will be more articles posted on the website to review for more information as you choose. 

