Environmental Health: Making Policy/Advocacy Connections
Winter/Spring 2009

1.  We’re hoping that all/most of our class can attend Toxics Lobby Day, with a focus on children’s environmental health (bisphenol A). This is on Thursday, March 5th.   Since this isn’t a regular program day, not all of us may be able to participate. But if you can plan for this in your schedule, that would be very good. For more information, go to www.watoxics.org   You’ll see information about the Lobby Day and about the general work of the WA Toxics Coalition. If you’re likely to come, please sign up online (Events – Lobby Day) as soon as you can. 

2. To learn about regional advocacy regarding Env Health, please go to each of the following. Learn about the organizational priorities and projects. Also, consider signing up for their alerts or “get involved” systems. These 3 organizations work in coordination with a range of organizations and together develop legislative and advocacy strategies. WA Toxics and Physicians for Social Responsibility are members of the Toxic-Free Legacy Coalition. 

www.watoxics.org Events, Get Involved, Newsflashes - on bisphenol A

www.wpsr.org  WA PSR, Steve Gilbert, President of Board of Directors. 

  Go to Env & Human Health. See Physicians Letter on bisphenol A 

www.toxicfreelegacy.org  Coalition of organizations. Campaigns & Get Involved.
3. We urge you all to explore this page…

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/subscriptions       to learn about legislative process, bill development and the political process generally. We also urge you to subscribe to the notice system that will alert you to the meetings/hearings in the legislature. This is a very good way to learn some of the basics of the legislative process and to track your areas of interest. You’ll see that one of the key bills, a focus of the strategic work of the Toxic Free Legacy Coalition is on bisphenol A – House Bill 1180.  Since this is a long Legislative session (going through April, if not longer), we’ll be able to track and witness some of this work well into spring quarter. So, consider signing up for the general daily/weekly notice system; you can also request Agenda Change Notices for the committees you’re most interested in, for our program, the House Committee on Environmental Health and the Senate Committee on Environment, Water and Energy. 
Explore this site for the various features (see left sidebar) that allow you to follow and learn about specific committees, their members, bills (original bill, bill digest, history) and their sponsors, and the daily “Agendas, Schedules and Calendars.” 

* NOTE: Public Hearing that includes bisphenol A, pharma-waste, sustainable production. Wednesday, January 21, 1:30pm   John O’Brien Bldg 
(On this page go to “Visiting the Legislature” to find directions, maps, etc.)  
