DRAFT….
Seminar Essay #1, Winter Quarter: due either Friday, Jan 23rd or Tuesday, Jan 27th.  Bring printed copy to class. 

This essay will be based primarily on these readings: Deceit and Denial, Taking Sides (issue 1), and Ghost Maps.  

All written work should be of high quality, grammatically correct, clear and without spelling errors. The titles of all books referenced must be underlined or italicized. The overall objective of these short, 3-4 page papers is to analyze main ideas, assertions, authors’ assumptions and to develop your own critical interpretation and activation of ideas. All essays must be typed, double-spaced. You should head the paper with your name, program name, date and your own distinctive title. If you do not list reading titles in the body of the text, then include in the heading information. 

Question: 

Based on these readings, how would you portray key features in the development of environmental health knowledge? By environmental health knowledge, we mean both sound scientific knowledge and lay, public knowledge. Think of this as your effort to decipher the growth of knowledge, based on our explorations of certain specific threats to health (cholera, lead, PVC) and our analysis of key ideas and frameworks such as precaution. 
You will not be able to be fully comprehensive or exhaustive, as this is the broad terrain of such fields as the philosophy and history of knowledge, philosophy of science, epistemology (how we know things), the politics of science, and public health history.  So, focus on some key moments in the learning (expert and lay public) about cholera, lead and PVC that allow us to understand the formation and deepening of public health knowledge. Make sure you identify some broad pattern-thinking regarding source and exposure (think pump-handle, etc.). Also, make sure you provide some rich, specific, well-grounded (and well-cited) examples. Make sure you provide some view of the science-sleuths who’ve helped develop our understanding (Snow, Needleman, etc.) Finally, as you write this essay think of this as a communication to others (not only your reader) about environmental health knowledge and what strengthens that knowledge and/or undermines it. (You could also introduce the offerings of our guest speakers where appropriate.) 
