Seminar Essay #2, Winter Quarter: due Tuesday, March 10th. 
Bring printed copy to class. 

This essay will be based primarily on these readings: Michaels’ Doubt is Their Product; Davis’ The Secret History of the War on Cancer
All written work should be of high quality, grammatically correct, clear and without spelling errors. The titles of all books referenced must be underlined or italicized. The overall objective of these short, 3-4 page*** papers is to analyze main ideas, assertions, authors’ assumptions and to develop your own critical interpretation and activation of ideas. All essays must be typed, double-spaced. You should head the paper with your name, program name, date and your own distinctive title****. If you do not list reading titles in the body of the text, then include in the heading information. Make sure you # your pages. 
*** Make sure you take advantage of the 3-4 pages to explore your thoughts. Don’t resign yourself to a skimpy 2+ pages that barely allow you to examine key ideas. This is your opportunity to think-on-the-page. 

**** Do not overlook the opportunity to frame and shape your essay with a title. 
Question: 

First, consider this quote from Davis, p. 285

“The public likes to think that decisions about how our world is organized, what technologies we use to find cancer, and what substances go into baby shampoo reflect the reasoned judgement of intelligent people who systematically review all relevant information….. Years ago Robert K. Merton showed science to be a consummately human enterprise fraught with fads and fashions.” 

Devra Davis and David Michaels are public health scientists (epidemiologists) with substantial experience and standing (via their work in agencies, NAS, review bodies, universities, APHA, etc.) Both Davis and Michaels provide professional and personal explorations of environmental health science in the public context. 
After you carefully review their texts, develop an essay on the key lessons that they offer about how environmental health science and policy have been shaped over the past century. Make sure you clearly identify and explore 4 or 5 of those key lessons, paying attention to both ethical and methodological conditions and challenges. (A good essay will explore concrete lessons and not simply slip into a rant.) It’s important that your essay convey some of the central guideposts to quality environmental health practice. 
In sum, the essay should focus on this: 

what do you think a person entering the field of environmental health could and should learn from these two practitioners? 

Final note: while drawing from their texts, don’t simply repeat what they have to say. Let the reader see what main lessons are significant, in your judgement.   

