THE ART OF ADAPTATION

Cornell box assignment

Due: Wednesday, February 17, 2010

Using the “Forbidden Knowledge” theme and one of the works we have studied as a starting point (Genesis, Paradise Lost, Faust, Frankenstein, or Don Juan), your assignment is to create a Cornell Box (a handmade artwork inspired by the visual artist, Joseph Cornell).  

As we’ve discussed in class, the point of creating a Cornell box is to respond to a topic in the context of our program theme, weekly readings, seminars and lectures.  It is an opportunity for you to explore the creative process of adaptation in a three-dimensional art form. 

A good starting point is to reflect on some pertinent questions about your chosen topic.  Keep in mind approaches we used in analyzing texts, visuals, music and other art forms. 

While your Cornell Box is a personal response to our study, please remember that there is as much “content” in a Cornell Box as might be found in an essay on the same topic.  For example, if you explained to someone how you created the box, it would require as much depth of thought as a well-written essay.  But in this case, you have an opportunity to explore a work we’ve studied creatively as well as analytically.

Refer to the program webpage for examples of Cornell Boxes.

Please include a page (typed and double-spaced) documenting your process when you hand/present in your box.

