ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

Origins: Canaanites live in the region for 8000 years; Hebrews migrate into Canaan in approx. 1900 BCE, most Jews (Hebrews) driven out by Roman Empire in 70 CE.; Jews scatter throughout Europe, Russia, Middle East; Islamic Arabs control the region after 640 CE and Palestinian/Arab population of approx. 700,000 inhabits historic Palestine under the Ottoman Empire at the turn of the century. The Jewish population is approx. 10,000.

Massive Jewish immigration begins in the 1880s under the influence of the political philosophy of Zionism: the advocacy of a homeland (political state) for Jews. This first wave of immigration is also in response to pogroms, massacres of Jews in eastern and central Europe (1881-1905).  As Jews and Arabs become wary of each other in the 1920s, Palestinian attacks on Jewish settlements and Jewish attacks on Palestinians begin.

1931 populations: 860,000 Palestinians, 175,000 Jews.

Great Britain takes control of Palestine as the Ottoman Turks are defeated in WWI: the British Mandate-1915. In 1917, the British issued the Balfour Declaration, a statement of support for the establishment of a Jewish State, with respect for the rights of non-Jewish Palestinians.   Zionist leaders promise European states that they will promote European interests in the Middle East.  British support for a Jewish homeland conflicts with promises to Arabs to grant them freedom and create independent Arab states (McMahon Correspondence 1915-16; Article 22 of Covenant of League of Nations 1919; Treaty of Lausanne 1923).

1936-39 Arab Revolt: Palestinian Uprising against British Occupation and Jewish immigration; British crush the Uprising along with Zionist groups (Irgun), kill 5000 Palestinians and disarm them.  101 British soldiers and 463 Jews killed.   Peel Commission recommends partition of Palestine between Arabs and Jews.  

1939  Britain announces severe restrictions on Jewish immigration and land purchases in Palestine.

1941-1945  Jewish Holocaust:  millions of Jews of occupied Europe deported to concentration  camps by Nazi regime under Hitler; 6 million of Europe's 11 million Jews exterminated.  Palestine/Israel is seen as a refuge from this genocide.  

1947 U.N. Partition Plan: two states, 55% to Israel, 45% to Palestinians, while Jewish settlers own only 6% of the land.  Palestinians reject partition; Israelis accept; Arab states attack Israel in 1948 after Israel declares statehood.

1947 population: 1.3 million Palestinians, 500,000 Jews.

1948 War: Israelis defeat Arab armies and occupy 75% of historic Palestine; 750,000 Palestinian refugees driven into refugee camps in the West Bank, Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, and Jordan; over 400 Palestinian villages destroyed.  

UN Resolution 194.  After the 1948 War, the UN General Assembly establishes a conciliation commission and asserts that refugees wishing to return to their homes and live at peace should be allowed to do so, compensation should be paid to others, and free access to holy places should be assured.  Palestinians refer to this as “the right of return.”
1948-1967:  Palestinians subject to Jordanian and Egyptian rule in the West Bank and Gaza, respectively. Palestinian revolutionary movements emerge in the 1960s; they become united under the leadership of Yassir Arafat and the Palestine Liberation Organization in 1964.

1967 War (also known as the Six-day War): Egypt blocks that Straits of Tiran and tensions build between Israel and Arab states. Israel launches pre-emptive attacks on Egypt, Syria, Iraq, and Jordan, and within six days occupies the Golan Heights, Gaza, Sinai, and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. 400,000 more refugees created. 

UN Resolution 242:  Six months later, UN Security Council Resolution 242 is passed, confirming the inadmissibility of the acquisition of land by force, and calling for Israel’s withdrawal from occupied territories, the right of all states in the region to live in peace within secure and recognized borders, and a just solution to the refugee problem.   

Late 1960s Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine begins hijackings of jetliners for international media attention.  After the death of Gamal Abdel Nasser in Egypt (1970), the PLO assumes the mantle of Pan-Arab nationalism.

1970 Black September:  Jordan attacks camps and drives the PLO into Lebanon, killing 3000 Palestinians including many civilians.

1973 War (also known as the Yom Kippur War):  Egypt and Syria attack Israel in Sinai and Golan after refusal to negotiate to return 1967 lands.   After 16 days of war, UN Resolution 338 is passed, confirming Resolution 242 and calling for international peace talks.  

1979 Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty Israel gives up occupied Sinai and Egypt joins U.S. alliance, receives U.S. aid, and abandons leadership of Arab nationalism.

1982 Lebanon War: Israel invades Lebanon to destroy extensive PLO armed units in Lebanon and growing Lebanese nationalist forces allied with the PLO. 17,000 Palestinians and Lebanese killed.  The PLO armed option is effectively dismantled; Israel withdraws after Sabra and Shatila Massacre of approx. two thousand Palestinians near Beirut and massive Israeli Massive Peace Now (Israeli) demonstrations.

Israeli Occupation: Confiscation of 60% of West Bank land as well as water resources, expansion of settlements, mass political repression, mass imprisonment, collective punishment, deportations, political assassinations.  Palestinians respond with armed attacks on Israeli military and civilian targets.

1987-1991  The Intifada: the 1st Palestinian Uprising emerges with unarmed, grassroots popular revolt; subsides just before the Gulf War of 1990-91. The Unified Leadership of the Uprising emerges as new power center in the Occupied Territories. In 1988, Arafat recognizes Israel's right to exist and declares the establishment of a Palestinian state in the West Bank, Gaza, and East Jerusalem.

1991-92 Madrid Peace Conference: and subsequent negotiations bring Israelis, Palestinians and Arab states face to face, under considerable U.S. pressure. 

Sept. 1993 Oslo Peace Agreement: signed by Rabin and Arafat.  An agreement to negotiate during interim period of 5 years; grants Palestinians "limited autonomy" and promises to "preserve the territorial integrity of the West Bank and Gaza Strip."  Also, defers the most contentious issues to final status talks: Jerusalem, settlements, refugees, borders, water, etc.  Final status talks deferred until July 2000 at Camp David—no agreement reached. 

Sept. 2000-present The Al-Aqsa Intifada:  the 2nd Palestinian uprising rejecting their worsening conditions under Oslo, including increasing economic strangulation, restrictions on movement, and Israeli settlement expansion (Settler population doubles in 7 years).  Suicide bombings against Israelis increase; Israelis reoccupy autonomous areas, carry out systematic political assassinations, house demolitions, collective punishment, etc. The death toll, including both military and civilian, is estimated to be 5,500 Palestinians and over 1,000 Israelis, as well as 64 foreign citizens.
2005 Israeli withdrawal from Gaza Strip but maintains control of borders, seas and airspace.  

2006 Lebanon War (also called the 2006 Israel-Hezbollah War) was a 34-day military conflict in Lebanon and northern Israel. The conflict killed over a thousand people, mostly Lebanese civilians, severely damaged Lebanese civil infrastructure, and displaced approximately one million Lebanese and 300,000–500,000 Israelis, although most were able to return to their homes.  After the ceasefire, some parts of southern Lebanon remained uninhabitable due to Israeli unexploded cluster bomblets.  These weapons, like most in this conflict are made in the US by weapons manufacturers. 

2006 Hamas wins parliamentary elections in Palestine as democratically elected leadership.  Declared “terrorist,” and Israel, along with US and Europe, freeze relations with Palestinian government.  Continue to negotiate with Fatah controlled government under Mahmood Abbas in West Bank.  Hamas seizes control of Gaza in 2007.   

Dec. 2008-Jan. 2009  Gaza War (Israeli Operation Cast Lead)  Israeli military assault on the Gaza Strip in response to Katusha rockets fired into Southern Israel.  In this 22-day assault 1366 Palestinians killed, including 430 children and 111 women.  13 Israelis killed, including 4 civilians and 9 soldiers, 4 by friendly fire. The United Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict was established by the United Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC) to investigate all violations of international human rights law and international humanitarian law.   The Goldstone Report, written by the President of the UNHRC, a respected international jurist from South Africa, was released 15 September 2009, and accused both Palestinian militants and Israeli Defense Forces of war crimes and possible crimes against humanity. It recommended that the sides openly investigate their own conduct and, should they fail to do so, that the allegations to be brought to the International Criminal Court.  The Israeli government rejected the report as prejudiced and full of errors. The Islamic group Hamas, which governs the Gaza Strip, initially rejected the report's findings, but then urged world powers to embrace it.  The US Congress passed a nearly unanimous resolution condemning the report.  

US Role: The United States has historically been a strong ally to Israel, and has viewed Israel as a crucial political and economic ally in the oil-rich Middle East.  The US has provided Israel with the highest amount of financial and military assistance of any other foreign country (over 3 billion dollars annually and roughly one-fifth of American’s entire foreign aid budget).   During the Suez Crisis of 1956, the United States facilitated a withdraw of Israeli, French, and British troops from the canal zone, and the US has arbitrated other cease-fire accords between Israelis and Palestinians.  However, the US has also used its veto power in the United Nations Security Council over 40 times to block UN resolutions against Israeli aggression.  The official US position, since the 1990s has been to urge Israel to resolve the Palestinian issue and move forward on plans for an autonomous Palestinian state, and the Obama administration has called for a freeze on all Israeli settlements. 

2009 populations:  3.8 million Palestinians in the occupied West Bank (2.3 million) and Gaza (1.5 million)

7.23 million Israelis, including about 187,000 Israeli settlers in the West Bank, about 20,000 in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights, and 177,000 in East Jerusalem (July 2009 est., CIA Fact Book)—76% Jewish; 24% non-Jewish (mostly Arab) 

Some Website Sources—News & Analysis

For an historical timeline issued by the Israeli Government--http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/History+of+Israel/Facts%20about%20Israel-%20History
The Electronic Intifada—electronicIntifada.org

Ha’aretz Daily (English Version)—respected Israeli newspaper—haaretzdaily.com

Alternative Information Center—Israeli-Palestinian org.—alternativenews.org

Middle East Research and Information Project—definitive place for analysis—merip.org

Bat Shalom—Israeli women for peace—batshalom.org

Jews against the Occupation—jewsagainsttheoccupation.org

International Solidarity Movement—palsolidarity.org

Tikkun (American Jewish peace group)—tikkun.org 

For more conservative views on both Israel/Palestine and Iraq:

Commentarymagazine.com           The New Republic—tnf.com 

