ADVANCEMENT TO TEACHER CANDIDACY PORTFOLIO 
 Fall MIT 2009 – due Friday December 11th 
RATIONALE

Faculty members in the Master in Teaching Program choose to use portfolios as learning and assessment tools for three major reasons:

· Evergreen has an established history of using journals, program portfolios, and self-evaluation as an important aspect of encouraging reflective, self-directed learning.

· The State of Washington has been involved in an extensive education reform movement since 1993 that focuses on the ability of students to DEMONSTRATE what they have learned. Portfolios are one of the assessment tools that public school teachers need to be able to use effectively to help students demonstrate what they know and can do.

· As a faculty team, we believe that the selection/reflection aspect of the portfolio process we use is crucial for developing reflective, active learners and teachers who understand what they know and what they need to learn.

PURPOSES FOR THIS PARTICULAR PORTFOLIO: 
To reflect on, and document: 
(a) the development of your knowledge and understanding of theories of learning, the learning process, the key concepts and themes in the history of schooling; and the relationship of learning and schooling to teaching;


(b) your understanding of the relationship of social/personal perspectives and filters to collaboration, group process, group development, and interpersonal relationships; and 


(c) your ability to do graduate level work.

In addition to your faculty's selective focus on various aspects of your work this quarter, your portfolio will be a primary focus of your Advance to Candidacy evaluation with your faculty Evaluation Week.  
The portfolio must:

· address each of the sections outlined below

· be clearly organized, 

· contain a table of contents, and, 

· along with the appropriate documentation, contain Reflective Essays about each area of documentation.

What does it mean to write a Reflective Essay?

For each of the three sections in the week 10 final portfolio you will write a reflective essay.  What does that mean?  Example: If you include a note from a colleague, written feedback from your seminar facilitator, and a poem you wrote as documentation of your ability to work across differences, you must explain:


· Why you chose them as evidence, 

· Why they are good pieces of evidence, 

· What you learned from them about your strengths in the particular areas listed for each section,
· What you learned about areas where you need to refine your skills and knowledge, and 
· How they might affect your future decisions? (e.g.  What you will do to purposefully address areas for growth).
SECTIONS OF THE ADVANCEMENT TO CANDIDACY PORTFOLIO
1. Who am I as a colleague and an academic learning community member:

Purpose: To demonstrate your engagement in, and contributions to, our learning community, as well as your understanding of group development, collaboration, and group process. 

This section should ultimately (i.e. by week 10) showcase your:

· Awareness of how your beliefs impact your engagement with new information and other people.

· awareness of your strengths and weaknesses as a community member (knowledge of your personal biases; your ability to self-reflect and learn from experience; ability to collaborate; ability to engage in leadership)

· knowledge of the process of community building, group formation and group process

· knowledge of your own learning preference

· interactions with your colleagues that supported, or contributed to, successful learning for the community.

Required Evidence:  

· Dispositions Survey

· 5-7 other pieces of evidence
Sample portfolio evidence:

· self-assessment statement/essay/story/poem referring to issues listed above

· written notes and reflections from program workshops, lectures or assignments 

· evidence of participation and contribution to our learning community (e.g. feedback from your colleagues about the strengths and areas for growth in the feedback you provided to their writing).
· sample feedback you provided to colleagues on ELM

· papers reflecting on experience with community building and the learning that resulted

· analysis of your own roles and behaviors in groups.
· autoethnography on your construction of 'race'" 
· analysis of your responses to learning information that challenges your beliefs and assumptions
2. Who am I as a learner in this graduate-level program
Purpose: To demonstrate graduate level academic skills and knowledge.  

This section of the portfolio should showcase your ability to: 
· evaluate your academic strengths and areas of need (i.e., engage in useful reflection about your academic work and plan for and implement strategies for improvement)

· demonstrate a graduate-level understanding of the theories of learning explored through the Master in Teaching Program and an understanding of the social construction of knowledge
· demonstrate a graduate-level understanding of key concepts and themes in the history of schooling.
· reason and engage in professional discussions (identify, discuss, compare/contrast, and critique major themes and theses in professional books and journal articles)

· write clearly and employ standard conventions, including APA conventions 

· apply appropriate technological skills effectively 

Required Evidence: 

· Synthesis paper (including drafts and faculty/peer feedback).
· Practice teaching lesson plan, reflection and revision.
· Paperwork indicating where you are in the process of meeting your endorsement requirements.  If you have work to do in this area, your plan for completing it.  

· 3-5 pieces of additional evidence

Sample evidence:  

· timely successful completion of Fall Quarter work as demonstrated by faculty evaluations, written work, exams, or projects

· excerpts from weekly MIT seminar preparation papers Integration papers that demonstrate development of ability to identify themes and theses and provide adequate text support of themes

· excerpts from papers that show progress in development of ideas and ability to compare/contrast diverse concepts

· specific  excerpts from MIT papers that demonstrate knowledge of learning theories and social construction of knowledge

· specific excerpts from MIT papers that demonstrate knowledge of key concepts and themes in the history of schooling.
3. Who am I as a research practitioner?
Purpose: To demonstrate graduate level skills in identifying and pursuing research that relates directly to improved teaching and learning.

This section of the portfolio should showcase your ability to: 
· locate professional literature 

· analyze and apply theory into practice, and to differentiate between your own projections and assumptions from description and observation

Required evidence:  
· Field observation notebooks
· Specific examples from field notebooks that demonstrate your progress in analyzing observations using concepts and themes from the program texts, lectures or workshops. 

· Reflection on skill with finding and reading academic literature such as research articles.  What is it that you realize you need to learn?
· Synthesis paper
