Mathematical Order of Nature, Fall 2009
Kuhn and Crosby Seminar Tasks – Part 2:  Recasting the Tradition
Explain the following as clearly as you can. Draw figures to aid your explanation. Support your explanations with references to pictures and/or passages in the Kuhn text:

1. Who were the scholastics and what did do that contributed to recasting the tradition? Roughly what was the time period of the scholastics?
2. When did the recasting of the astronomical tradition begin? Contrast that with the period when logic, philosophy, cosmology, and physics were being recast. 
3. Name four specific factors that motivated astronomical reform and explain their influence on the recasting of the tradition.
4. Who were the Neoplatonists and what were their influences on the recasting of the tradition?
5. What characteristic of European culture does Crosby see as fundamental to the later evolution of European science and technology?

6. What specific and early “habits of thought” does Crosby identify as key to the evolving changes?

7. What role did clocks play in the evolving changes?
8. What role did music play?

9. What role did painting play?

10. What role did maps play?

11. What role did bookkeeping play?

12. What does Crosby say ties together the influences of clocks, music, painting, bookkeeping, and maps?

