
Property Rights 

1. Cover Letter & Informed Consent


This survey was constructed by four graduate students at The Evergreen State College as part of a second year core Masters Program in Public Administration.  Your responses to this survey, covering the subject matter of property rights, will potentially assist you, as well as the students involved, on a subject matter of significance to Washington State.    

The survey contains 16 questions.  The completion of the survey should take approximately 10-15 minutes of your time.

Your responses will be kept confidential and the final report will only be shared with students and faculty in the course.  The risks to you are minimal and may involve slight embarrassment or frustration about the topic of property rights.  Your participation in this survey is completely voluntary and if you become uncomfortable with the content of the questions, you may exit the survey at any time or skip individual questions should you prefer.   

There is no compensation available for your participation, however, a copy of the final report may be sent to you upon your request.  Should you have questions about the survey, you can contact us at the following e-mail address:  

takingproperty4publicuse@yahoo.com

By completing and submitting this survey you are giving your informed consent.

Thank you,

Michael Fallis 

Dwight Leffingwell

Seth Sather

Dan Sharp
	APPLICATION FORM

Human Subjects Review


	Please return this application to:

The Academic Deans Office, Front Desk

The Evergreen State College, Olympia WA 98505 Phone: 360-867-6870


The Evergreen State College

Research project title:  Property Rights: Gauging Voter Knowledge in Washington State
Name of Project Director(s) (applicant):  Mickey Fallis

Mailing Address or Mail Stop:  1873 Prospect Ave NE Olympia, WA  98506

Phone Number: (360) 870-4369 
Email: takingproperty4publicuse@yahoo.com
Proposed project dates: March 1, 2007 – April 30, 2007

Date application submitted: February 15, 2007

Faculty sponsor, immediate supervisor, or dean: Amy Gould, PhD
Funding agencies/research sponsor (if applicable):  Not Applicable

INDICATE IF THE PROJECT INVOLVES ANY OF THE FOLLOWING:

____ minors ____ pregnant women ____ developmentally disabled

____ prisoners ____ abortuses ____ random sample population

____ new drugs ____ fetuses ____ a cooperating institution

Certification. We understand that the policies and procedures of the Evergreen State College apply to all research activities involving human subjects which are being performed by persons associated with the College and, therefore, that these activities cannot be initiated without prior review and approval by the appropriate Academic Dean and, as required, by the Human Subjects Review Board.
	X______________________________________________________________________

Signature of Project Director Date

I certify to the policies and procedures listed above and I have reviewed this application for content and clarity.

X______________________________________________________________________

   Signature of Faculty or Immediate Supervisor Sponsor Date


A COMPLETE APPLICATION INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING:

Question #1 and Abstract:
- The nature of our team research project is exploratory.  We are going to explore the amount of knowledge a nonrandom snowball sample of Washington State registered voters have in regards to property rights, eminent domain, and regulatory takings.  The purpose is to make descriptive comments about their level of knowledge regarding property rights, eminent domain, and regulatory takings.

Question #2:

- Our human subjects will be given an online questionnaire derived of 16 questions regarding their knowledge of eminent domain and property rights (questions are attached).  After Human Subjects Review approval, the research team will contact 15 friends each via e-mail.  The e-mail will invite the respondents to click on a web-based link to the questionnaire.  Because we are using snowball sampling, our email will ask the first set of friends to forward the original email to people they know, and so on.  At the end of the survey, respondents will be asked if they are willing to participate in a follow up phone interview.  The team of student researchers will contact respondents who respond in the affirmative and set up a convenient time for the phone interview to occur.  No recording devices will be used and all notes taken during the phone interviews will be destroyed after the research project is concluded.
Question #3:

- Our population sample will consist of Washington State registered voters (first question will ask each respondent to self identify as a registered voter in Washington State)  The 15 friends referred from each researcher will give the team a base potential sample size of 60 possible participants.  Our goal is to have those original participants forward the e-mail with the questionnaire link to their friends, with a similar request that they take the survey and forward the email on to their friends.  Participants for the phone interviews will be recruited by a final question on the on-line survey asking if they are interested in participating in a follow-up phone interview.
Question #4:  

- There is a minimal potential risk for embarrassment or frustration for each respondent because we are assessing the participant’s level of knowledge on a particular subject:  property rights. Participants may feel a need to appear more knowledgeable about the topic.  For this reason, we use a logic system in our on-line survey that will not permit our participants to back-track and change their responses.  
- A generic e-mail address was created to disseminate to participants so they are not allowed to contact individual researchers after the survey is complete.  
Question #5 

What are the specific anticipated benefits to be gained by completing the project?

Societal Level

- Potential for adding to the broad-based social science information that goes beyond regional/state lines.  “Property rights” is a national issue of some significance; it was for the Founding Fathers, it is today.

Institutional Level 

- Database accumulation of Washington State social science data gathered under accepted research methodology; if done professionally, there is a net increase in knowledge and sense of community.

- Interaction and exchange of ideas between members of the public and students benefits both parties.

Individual Level 

- Survey participant gains the opportunity to seriously consider some of the underlying factors that comprise the property rights issue.

- The individual researcher has the opportunity to carry out basic research under informed professional supervision.  The ability to conduct basic research in a professional manner is considered to be an essential skill of a professional public servant.
Question #6:  

-Using online survey software to manage and code responses will offer an assurance of confidentiality to the respondents.  Specifically, during analysis and reporting, the names, e-mails, or identities of respondents will not be linked to particular responses.  (Due to the nature of our sampling method, we will not ensure anonymity because the researchers may be able to identify a specific respondent’s manner of response.)  In addition, we will ensure confidentiality for the phone interview participants as well.  We will keep the identities of the interviewees in confidence and refer to them in our course presentation and final report only as “participant 1” and “participant 2,” etc.  Finally, if the respondents use the names of others in their responses, we will delete those names and replace them with Jane or Joe Doe. 
 Survey Questions

Introductory Page

1)  Are you currently a registered Washington voter?
Yes/No (If no, please exit the survey at this time.)
2)  What type of property do you own in Washington State?  (Check all that apply)

a.  None

b.  House

c.  Vacant land

d.  Business
e. Other (Please specify)
3)  What is the highest level of education you have completed? (Mark the most applicable)

 

a.  High School

b. Some College

c. College Degree

d. Masters Degree

e. Doctorate 
f.  Other (Please specify)


Section 1
Eminent Domain
4)  Based upon your current knowledge, which of the following are accurate statements about eminent domain? (Check all that apply)

a.  Eminent domain is allowed only in times of war
b.  The government has the right to tell property owners how to use (or not use) their property

c.  The government must pay the property owner “fair market value” for the property obtained
d.  Eminent domain is seizure of property for a criminal offense
e.  Do not know

5)  Do individual real property rights include the right to use, sell, lease, enter, give away, or do none of the above to one’s property without interference from the government?
a.  All are included

b.  Some are included

c.  None are included

d.  Do not know

Public Use
6)  What is an example of property designated for public use? (Check all that apply):

a.  Park

b.  Highway

c.  Military Base

d.  Shopping Mall

e.  Do not know
7)  Under eminent domain, private property taken has to show a public benefit.

True/False
Do not know
8)“Regulatory takings” involve:

a.  Government taking private property

b.  Government restricting the use of private property

c.  Do not know
9)  Private property can be used any way the owner sees fit.

True/False

Do not know
Section 2
Eminent Domain

Definition:  Eminent domain is the right of government to take private property for public use upon the payment of just compensation.

10)  Which of the following do not fall under eminent domain?  (Check all that apply)

a.  Eminent domain is seizure of property for a criminal offence
b.  The government has the right to tell property owners how to use (or not use) their property

c.  The government must pay the property owner “fair market value” for the property obtained

d.  The government has the right to obtain private property without consent of the owner

e.  Do not know

Public Use

Definition:  Public use has been defined as property the public has access to, or property the public can benefit from.
11)  If the government were able to take private property for a “public use,” which of the following would be an example of public use? (Check all that apply):

a.  Park

b.  Highway

c.  Military Base

d.  Shopping Mall

e.  Do not know

Regulatory Takings
Definition:  Regulatory takings is the right of government to tell property owners how they can use their property or how much of their property they can use. 
12)  Without taking your property, government has the right to limit your property use without compensating you for it.

True/False

Do not know

13)  If an initiative was placed on the ballot that asked whether property owners should be compensated for any restrictions/limitations on property use, would you vote for or against it?

a.  For

b.  Against

c.  No opinion

d.  It depends (please specify)
14)  In the midterm election of 2006, did you vote for or against Initiative 933 (the Land-Use Initiative)?

a.  For

b.  Against

c.  Decline to answer

d.  Cannot remember
15)  Would you vote the same on future initiatives relating to land-use and property rights if given full definitions?

a.  Yes (  Logic Question

b.  No

c.  It depends (please specify)
If yes, please indicate why.

16)  Are you interested in participating in a follow-up phone interview? 
a.  Yes (If yes, please provide your name and contact phone number.)
b.  No thank you.

POST SURVEY
Informed Consent Statement Preceding Phone Questions  

The following questions we will ask tend to require answers that are somewhat more narrative in nature.  We are interested in finding out your judgment in your own words.  The risks to you are minimal, mainly in the form of frustration or embarrassment because of the nature of the relatively complex subject matter of property rights.  The total phone interview should not exceed five minutes of your time.  Your responses will be kept confidential and the final report will only be shared with students and faculty in the course.  Your participation in this part of the survey is entirely voluntary.  If the content of the questions make you uncomfortable you may exit the phone interview at any time or skip any of the specific questions should you prefer.  There is no compensation available for your participation.  A copy of the final report may be sent to you upon your request. 


Are you ready to begin?
Phone Interview Questions 

1) Did the survey help increase your knowledge about property rights in general?

2) With the information provided for you in the survey, do you think you would now vote differently?


If yes, why?  Prompt: “Can you clarify or expound on that statement any further?”


If so, how?  Prompt: “Can you carry that point any further?”
Among other provisions of Initiative 933, a ballot measure in the recent November 2006 mid-term elections, local and/or state government would have been required to compensate the owner of real property when land-use restrictions (development regulations) reduced the value of his/her property.  Where possible, please cite specific examples in support of your opinions regarding the following questions:
3) Is the payment of compensation for the limitations imposed on the use of your property by development regulations a major consideration of yours?  Prompt: (To clarify an incomplete answer) “Could you clarify that statement?”  Or, “Can you tell me more about that?”  Or, “How do you mean?”

4) Do you believe government and the courts are adequately protecting you property rights?  Prompt: “Can you elaborate on that answer somewhat?”
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