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Assignment #1:  Methods Plan

Who:
The target population is made up of registered voters in Washington State who are property owners and, therefore, have a stake in property rights. The definition of ownership is applied broadly enough to include fee simple and leased-fee rights.  This effectively means the owner of a single-family residence is a member of our target population, as well as the primary renter of such a property.  The potential members of our population will be of either gender and will have reached the age of majority, which for the State of Washington is 18 years of age.


The research team plans to select sample participants who meet the above demographics from among friends and acquaintances.  There are four members of the group, which means the initial sample members will include 60 individuals.
  Each respondent of this group of 60 will be requested to contact friends of theirs and ask them to participate.  This technique is identified as snowball sampling.
  The selection will be nonrandom.  Two underlying assumptions are:  first, an individual’s acquaintances are people much like themselves; and second, there is an incentive to participate.  Since the research group is demographically diverse (e.g., age, occupation, political and religious beliefs, as well as marital status), the initial friend-based participants should be as sufficient.  Though not randomly selected, the research participants should have a reasonable degree of diversity.  The group will use a web-based survey service which will tend to limit the participants to those acquainted with computers and the Internet.  To maximize participation, follow-up contact, such as an e-mail, letter or visit to the initial group of friends will be made weekly to remind them of our survey and its time restrictions.  Since Initiative 933 was a ballot item in the recent mid-term election, the fact that it dealt with property rights should heighten the topical interest and carry over to increased willingness to participate.
Where:

We plan on contacting our survey participants via the telephone, in person, and through e-mail, giving them a link to a web-based survey such as SurveyMonkey.com.
  We will ask our initial participants to forward the link to several of their friends that meet our population criteria of Washington voters.  Participants will need access to the Internet.  If a participant does not have a computer and/or Internet access, we will assist them with locations to their local library that have Internet access.  

Once the participant enters the survey link, they will receive instructions on how to complete the survey as well as a statement of confidentiality.  The survey will maintain the participants’ confidentiality by recording answers in an electronic database without regard to individual identity.  Participants will not be asked their names.
When:


We will begin developing survey questions January 25, 2007, and complete by February 1, 2007.  During the week of February 1, 2007, each member of the research group will identify 15 participants they will approach and invite to take the survey.  The researcher will identify how he plans to contact each of the 15 participants by February 8, 2007.  During the week of February 8, 2007, the group will identify a pilot test group.  During the week of February 15, 2007, a pilot test survey will be given to the pilot group through individual interviews.  The research group will finalize the survey questions by March 1, 2007.  


The research survey will be posted on the Internet March 1, 2007, and the researchers will contact their pre-identified respondents requesting their participation.  The participants will be given the deadline of March 22, 2007, to complete the online survey.  The research team will recontact their initial participants by March 8, 2007, to verify they were able to take the survey.  At that time, the participants will also be reminded to forward the survey request to any Washington voters they know, creating a snowball sample.  By March 15, 2007, the researchers will recontact participants who had not completed the survey the previous week to encourage them to complete the survey by March 22, 2007.  The Online survey will be disabled on March 29, 2007. 
What: 

This project will be a multiple-category design measuring knowledge.  It will be a ground-up approach that will be exploratory in nature.  The project will use a series of mixed question designs, utilizing true-false, multiple choice, and open-ended questions to measure the amount of knowledge the general population in Washington State has regarding eminent domain, property rights, and regulatory takings.  The questions, accordingly, will be broken up into three sections:  eminent domain, property rights, and regulatory takings.  The unit of analysis is knowledge.  The project will use a numbered continuum to evaluate knowledge.  Open-ended questions will be evaluated separately; ordering responses will not be the project’s goal.  Open-ended responses may yield results that can be entered into a multi-item index.  A multi-item index would allow the research team to present commonalities amongst the responses in a consistent manner.

How:

We will be using the website SurveyMonkey.com for our questionnaire.  Our participants will be asked to click on a link to SurveyMonkey.com where we will have our online survey. The online survey will allow for more confidentiality than having the respondent email back their survey.  Having the respondent email the survey has the potential of linking the participants email address to an actual source.  Using an online survey would not only offer an assurance of confidentiality it will also allow the research team the ability to end the survey by taking down the website.  Being able to take down the website will keep the respondents from mailing in the survey long after the research project is completed.  There is the potential for embarrassment for each respondent because we will be assessing the participants’ level of knowledge on the particular subjects of eminent domain, property rights, and regulatory takings.
Participants may feel a need to appear more knowledgeable about the topic.  For this reason, we will be using a format that will not permit our participants to back-track and change their responses.  We are presently discussing the possibility of having the survey allow a limited amount of time for the participant to answer the question.  This measure would help ensure that participants could not do research about a particular question before answering it.  Not only is there a risk of participants trying to appear more knowledgeable on the topic but also a risk of embarrassment since we will be assessing property ownership and level of income.  The researchers will have minimal risk since the surveys will be conducted online.  Direct contact with participants will be limited to those the researchers already know.  Through SurveyMonkey.com, we will up-load the data into Excel and sort according to the variables selected by the research team.  Since we are basing our research on a questionnaire, as opposed to a focus group, our data collection will be more qualitative and somewhat more subjective when analyzing.   This form of research will help us control the responses by the participants and better allow us to analyze and compare the data.
� http://www.dod.mil/comptroller/fmr/07b/07b_appendix_h.pdf


� The underlying math is as follows: 4 group members x 15 initial acquaintances = 60 individuals.


� Neuman, W. Lawrence (2006) Social Research Methods, pp. 223, Pearson Education, Inc.





� http://www.surveymonkey.com/





