PORTFOLIOS

Portfolios are a major part of student work in Evergreen programs. Portfolios are an excellent way to keep track of assignments, handouts, information, and reflection materials. Portfolios help you keep track of your learning and are critical when writing self-evaluations at the end of the quarter or the program. The most important rule is that you be consistent and thorough in maintaining your portfolio. A complete portfolio makes it much easier for you to evaluate your learning and for your faculty to evaluate your learning in the program.

Suggestions:

· Use a 3-inch binder with internal pockets

· Always have a paper punch with you

· Use dividers with pockets to separate weeks or topics 

· Be sure your name is on the front and on the first page of the binder
· Title your binder with program name, date, faculty, and seminar leader

· Place all your notes and written work in the binder – if you use a separate notebook for class notes be sure you can put the notes into the binder. One exception to this rule is your field notebook. Place your field notebook in the portfolio pocket.

· Include all your writing with faculty comments (even if delivered through email)

· Generally, your faculty will give you a check list of items they expect to see in the portfolio

· Portfolios are checked at the beginning of the 5th week and 10th week

For your 5th week check, please include answers to the following questions. You are limited to 350 words per answer. These questions will provide you with an idea of the types of questions your faculty might ask on a final exam (hint, hint). 

1. Please describe a spatial relationship you observed about the Puget Lowlands and Willamette Valley. You must include a comparison of at least two locations demonstrating the same characteristic to show relative values.  Describe why you believe the two places to be connected and why they are apparently different. For example, describe the relative location of specific crop types based on orographic values across the Willamette Valley at a specific location. You may use your field notes, the field trip guide, Goble and Hirt, and/or the Atlas of the Pacific Northwest.

2. In Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples, Goble and Hirt (1999) assemble essays that they believe argue for why a bioregional, and (in some cases) “big history”, approach is critical to understanding environmental issues.  Briefly explain their rationale for a bioregional approach, and then give two or three examples of how the approach was applied to a particular place, or an environmental problem or concept   For each example, say how that approach helped you better understand the place, problem or concept.  You may then say why the bioregional approach fell short (if you believe it was insufficient or misguided).  
3. What are the pros and cons of taking a long-term perspective in ecological research and how has a longer term vision allowed scientists to address at least one key theoretical concept in ecology? Provide details. 

