What Is Education For?

Fall 2011

The ABC paperS (seminar paper):


We will use this paper when we want you to engage with difficult or provocative texts as preparation for your participation in seminar.  This paper is designed to encourage you to explore one small piece of the assigned reading.  As you read the texts assigned for seminar discussion, note passages that are especially interesting or challenging for you.  These papers work best when you use them to figure out some difficult or troubling idea in the text, and when you apply this idea in your own thinking in valuable ways.


Your 2-3 page paper should be structured in four parts:

Text References (see below)

A) A short quotation from the reading that captures the point you want to talk about.

B) Your understanding of what you think the author is doing in the passage you've selected. Also discuss how the quotation contributes to the writer’s larger framework of ideas. (150-300 words)

C) Your response to the passage: why you agree or disagree or are confused by the passage.  How does it compare with your own experiences, beliefs, or political, moral or religious convictions? How might you apply the writer’s ideas in practice? (200-300 words)


These papers should be typed and brought to class in final form on Mondays at the beginning of seminar.  Please use 12-point, Times New Roman or some other unobtrusive font, and please double-space Parts B and C.  (The References and Part A can be single-spaced.)  We will collect and comment on these papers.  
Text References: Instructions


We fully expect that you will read your texts with a pen or pencil in hand, and that you will mark up your texts by noting important ideas and by writing brief notations for future use.  It is especially valuable to note those places where a writer articulates the purposes and organization of sections of the text, as when a writer writes, for example:  “I will first show…” or “one of my aims in this book is to….” 

Once you have finished the reading, please do the following.  Using the whole assigned reading, locate 5-10 specific passages that capture the writer’s purposes and major ideas.  List these 5-10 passages at the top of your ABC Paper by writing down the page number and a short comment (one sentence or less) to name the topic or idea.  This section of your ABC Paper will look like this:

Text References
1) page 27—purpose of proving that time is a social construct, not a physical fact

2) page 42—how different languages convey time and passage of time
etc.
