ELEMENTARY SOCIAL STUDIES METHODS


The Evergreen State College, MiT
Winter Quarter 2014
Place: Room 206
Time/Dates:

4:30-8:00 five Wednesdays: Jan. 8, 15, 22, 29, Feb. 5
Lead Faculty: Kelly Foster, fosterke@evergreen.edu, 253.680.3034 
Office Hours: by appointment (
 
Course Purpose

The purpose of this course is to introduce candidates to effective instructional methods used by professional elementary social studies educators. The course includes an organizational strategy of looking at methods coupled with four “stances” (Levstik & Barton) in order to critique and compartmentalize acquired practices and resources; and to develop “new” instructional practices and curriculum with a sharpened focus toward what serves K-6 students best.  
Learning Objectives include
· Defining the purposes for teaching social studies.

· Defining the themes and standards of social studies education at the elementary level—informed by the National Council for Social Studies (NCSS), Washington State Standards (OSPI), and the Common Core State Standards (CCSS).

· Identifying 3 domains in the review and creation of elementary social studies curriculum and instruction: 
1. Investigative (historical)

2. Connective (contemporary)

3. Participatory (civic/democratic)


· Identifying and utilizing Levstik & Barton’s concept of four stances in the review and creation of  standards and lesson-planning:
1. Identification

2. Moral Response

3. Analytical

4. Exhibition


· Effectively planning elementary social studies lessons informed by the above domains and stances, using the MiT template and all the values embodied within that template.

· Increasing the ability to navigate for and name resources that are helpful to future planning and instruction as a social studies teacher.

Required Texts
Levstik, Linda S. & Barton, Keith C. (2011). Doing history: Investigating with children in elementary and middle schools. Routledge.

Fearn, Leif & Fearn, Eric.  (2013). Content matters: Social studies in the elementary and middle schools. Rowman & Littlefield.
Assignments
Please type all work that is not in-class reflection using program guidelines.
Bring a hardcopy to class.

All work will be submitted on Moodle. Cut-off is 4:30P the day after class (Thursday). 

If you are absent, all work is due 4:30P the day of your absence (Wednesday).

· Reading Summaries (3): These will focus on the Levstik & Barton book. 
· Completed Lesson Plans (4+): In order to complete the course requirement, you will need to address all 3 domains and all 4 stances at least once. The content starting point will be from the Fearn & Fearn book.
· Critique Domains and Stances (4): You will use a recursive template to critique a cohort member’s lesson, analyzing the construction of the lesson to the domain and stance as it fits and aligns with content, standard, and instructional planning.
· Position Paper (1): You will write a paper that outlines what you believe social studies to be and explore the key reasons for teaching social studies at the K-6 level. Requirements and Rubric to be posted 01-13.
· Instructional Consideration Presentation (1): You will do a 10 minute presentation on an instructional consideration that will bring to the forefront something overlooked or glanced over in our 5 week session. You make work in pairs or solo. A summary of why the presentation is important is the only submission required. Be prepared and professional—think a 10 minute staff meeting presentation; a PD opportunity…
Notes:
Community, collaboration, and work completion expectations have been mapped out for our cohort last year and will be reiterated by MiT faculty and staff the first week of Winter Quarter 2014. Please see faculty with any questions or concerns. 

Late work policy: 

Due to the limited amount of time and assignments, late work will not be accepted, and failure to turn in quality work in a timely manner will result in loss of credit and endanger your spring placement. Please contact faculty beforehand should circumstances jeopardize this requirement.

ADA Statement: Students with disabilities who believe they may need academic adjustments, auxiliary aids or services to fully participate in course activities or meet course requirements are encouraged to register with the Evergreen State College and confer with faculty/administration ASAP.
Elementary Social Studies, Wednesdays, January 8 – February 5
	WEEK
	FOCUS/READINGS
	ASSIGNMENTS DUE

	WEEK 1 

1/08/14
	Focus: 
Introduction

Requirements

Structures: 3 domains / 4 Stances / Fearn & Fearn book

Why do it? 
What to remember?

In-class readings:
· Levstik & Barton: Preface & Chapter 1 

     (Group Discussion)
· What is Social Studies excerpt and why teach it? (Group Discussion) 

· Cognitive Challenges to Elem Social Studies Students (Group Discussion)

· NCSS / OSPI / CCSS (individual Research)


	(

	WEEK 2
1/15/14
	Focus:
Investigative Domain

Read for class:

Levstik & Barton, chaps. 2, 3, 7

Fearn & Fearn, as applicable

	· Reading Summary 1
· Lesson 1 (due to partner Monday by 1:00)
· Domains and Stances Critique 1


	WEEK 3
1/22/14


	Focus:
Connective Domain

Read for class:
Levstik & Barton, chaps. 4, 5, 6

Fearn & Fearn, as applicable
	· Reading Summary 2
· Lesson 2 (due to partner Monday by 1:00)
· Domains and Stances Critique 2
· Presentations:


	WEEK 4

1/29/14

	Focus:

Participatory Domain

Read for class:

Levstik & Barton, chaps. 11, 12

Fearn & Fearn, as applicable


	· Reading Summary 3
· Lesson 3 (due to partner Monday by 1:00)
· Domains and Stances Critique 3
· Presentations:


	WEEK 5

2/5/2014
	Focus:

Why do it?

What to remember?

Read for class: TBD
	· Lesson 4 (due to partner Monday by 1:00)
· Domains and Stances Critique 4
· Position Paper
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