Trajectories 2012-13

Fall Quarter 

Self-Evaluation & Academic Statement Workshop

(1) 
Your Self-Evaluation is a polished essay. You will go over this essay in a peer review session on Thursday of week 10, and will submit your revised Self-Evaluation with your portfolio due at the end of that day. This important essay will follow you in your Evergreen career. It will serve as source material for your Academic Statement. You may use it in future programs. Future faculty may ask to see it, either as part of a signature requirement for a program or when deciding to sponsor an Individual Learning Contract.

(2) 
You will also create an outline of your Academic Statement (or full draft if you choose), which you will submit to faculty. You will have the option to include your final Academic Statement as the first document in your transcript. Beginning with the incoming class of 2013, students will be required to submit an Academic Statement as a condition for graduation, so many of you will likely be in programs that will require you to write an Academic Statement. Your Academic Statement outline or draft will also help the College to determine the shape, structure, and support for future Academic Statement work. Your Academic Statement (and Self-Evaluations) might also serve as (or as source material for) application essays or cover letters for internships, jobs, and graduate school.

Exercise 1: Seminar Ticket Prompts
· Identify the prompt you personally found most compelling, and read your response in your group. 

· As your group considers this response, help the author to be specific and avoid generalizations. Ask questions that help the author provide specific details and context. A good approach is to help the author tell a specific story in response to her/his chosen prompt. Note that generalizations are easily overlooked, while good specific stories show as well as tell.
· As the author is responding to your follow-up questions, help them by writing down the juiciest bits of what she or he is saying; you will give these to your author at the end of the discussion.

· Repeat this process for each person in your group (the next person should chose the prompt she/he found most compelling – it’s ok if prompts are repeated). Continue until the time for this portion is up (if you make a full round, the first person should pick a different prompt, etc.).
Exercise 2: How You Might Structure Your Self-Evaluation Essay 
· Read the following italicized section out loud in your group (possibly taking turns if that makes sense)

Your essays might include/address the following, though the narrative structure is up to you:

· Introduction: brief description of previous academic, professional, or personal experience that brought you to this program, possibly including goals, and orients your reader to the essay. The introduction describes your intentions for the quarter and frames your learning in terms of these topics.
· Descriptive: the most important or compelling things you learned or did in the program (give specific examples). Choose convincing and descriptive evidence to show, not tell, how and what you learned.
· Evaluative: how well you did that work, including evidence.
· Reflective: what that work means to you, either academically or personally, and the personal or social significance of that learning.
· Conclusion: next steps, either within the program or for your next academic work or career. Write a conclusion that summarizes your accomplishments and/or discusses how your learning this quarter will help you achieve future goals.  
The Descriptive, Evaluative, and Reflective pieces are not meant to set the structure of your essay, but rather direct you towards things you might address. Specific examples or stories are most convincing.

· If you have written a self-evaluation before (at Evergreen or elsewhere), compare and contrast the structure you used previously with the one suggested here. Discuss insights in your group.

· Look over your previous reflective writing and relevant Seminar Tickets.This is far too much raw material to include it all, so you will have to make some choices about what to use (this is a wonderful and terrible problem to have!). Identify (and note down) the most compelling writings and/or ideas that you think make sense to use in your Self-Evaluation. If you have other ideas about what you want to include in your Self-Evaluation that you haven’t previously written about, work to write down your thoughts now. Discuss your thoughts in your group.
Exercise 3: Self-Evaluation vs. Academic Statement 
· Read the following italicized section out loud in your group (possibly taking turns if that makes sense)

What are the differences between a Self-Evaluation and an Academic Statement? This is a difficult question, especially in these early stages as we are working to define what an Academic Statement ought to be. Here are some possible distinctions:
· Scope/Scale: A Self-Evaluation is aimed primarily at the level of the program, course, or contract. It might also be cover one, two, or three quarters. In this sense, a Self-Evaluation is “fine-grained”. The Academic Statement encompasses a much larger time scale: your undergraduate career to date. The broader nature of the Academic Statement asks you to consider the primary shape of your education. For those of you at an early stage in your education, the Academic Statement may focus more on your aspirations and steps you plan to taker. Those of you at later stages in your education may have an Academic Statement that describes the work you have already done and connects it to concrete future steps.
· Audience: A Self-Evaluation has two primary audiences: you – both the present you (hello, present you!) and the future you (hello, future you!) – and faculty (both current and future). The primary audience for your Academic Statement is people outside of Evergreen. This external audience might know a little or a lot about this experimental, public, interdisciplinary, liberal arts college you are from. The Academic Statement can help that external audience understand the choices you made in shaping your unique education.
· Goals (Frankly Honest and Honest Framing): Given the scope and audience of a Self-Evaluation, it is a good place to be frank and honest about successes and short-comings. Providing concrete stories related to successes as well as areas for improvement will showcase your strengths and weaknesses in a way that is useful to you and your faculty as you evaluate your work in that program, past work, and next steps. While it is absolutely imperative that you are transparent and honest in your Academic Statement as well, the nature of this document is such that you will need to consider carefully how to present strengths and weaknesses. The Academic Statement is more about giving shape to/making sense of/re-presenting your educational choices and the results of those choices to an outside audience.
· What makes sense to you about this attempt to distinguish between your Self-Evaluations and your Academic Statement? What is confusing? What is missing? Discuss in your group.

· Spend 15 minutes brainstorming/free-writing an outline for your Academic Statement. Don’t worry too much at this stage if the things you write down might be in your Self-Evaluation rather than your Academic Statement; you can separate them later if possible. If it is helpful, use the following leading question: “How do you give shape to/make sense of/re-present your educational choices and the results of those choices to an outside audience?” If you finish early, see if you can separate out things from your outline that might be more appropriate in a Self-Evaluation. Or you can work to polish your outline.
· Discuss your outline in your group. 

Next Steps

· Bring three (3) copies of your draft Self-Evaluation essay, in narrative form (so a real essay, not a free-write, list, etc.) to class on Thursday December 6. The essays should be double-spaced so that your readers have room to offer you significant constructive comments. For a one quarter program, the essay should be no more than 500 words.
· Complete the outline for your Academic Statement. If you have time and inclination, expand the outline into an essay. You will submit this outline as part of your Evaluation Conference Ticket (we’ll discuss this more at Thursday’s Wrap).










