Assessment: Becoming a Researcher of Student Thinking – Fall 2013

Overview

THE ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS FOR THE QUARTER

During the quarter, we will work to better understand the following questions:

-What is assessment? How is it different from grading?

-How do I create high quality assessments that accurately measure student achievement?

-How do I effectively communicate the results of the assessment to my students?

-How can I involve my students in the assessment process?

CORE ASSIGNMENTS OVERVIEW
Deconstructing Standards

You will demonstrate your ability to analyze complex standards from state documents and create clear learning targets for your students. You will identify the type of learning that can be assessed in each target.

Designing Assessments (3)
For this assignment, you will create three types of assessments using the frameworks provided in Classroom Assessment for Student Learning (CASL). You will have opportunities to design, get feedback, re-design, and submit your assessments. This assignment will happen over the course of weeks 3-7. You must demonstrate proficiency in designing each of the four methods of assessments (see below for the 4th method of assessment assignment).
Student Thinking Interview

This assignment is a continuation of the Designing Assessments assignment. The Student Thinking Interview is one example of the fourth method of assessments. In this assignment, you will demonstrate your understanding of this method of assessment by creating, conducting*, and reflecting on an interview with a student in your practicum classroom. The interview will be focused on something academic the student is learning in the classroom.
Student Feedback Assignment

Providing students with feedback they can use to move their learning forward is an important aspect of the process of assessment. For this assignment, you will collect a set of student work and, using the framework in CASL, provide students with feedback. You will also provide a self-assessment of your feedback to students.
Assessment Portfolio

This will consist of all assessments you complete for this part of the program. You will include this portfolio in your Advancement to Candidacy portfolio as evidence of your growth and development as a teacher who has a positive impact on student learning.
Weekly Reflection and Final Reflection
Each week you will complete a weekly reflection. At the end of the quarter, you will submit a 2-3 page paper that draws on your weekly reflections to respond to the four Essential Questions for Assessment.
*You are responsible for obtaining video equipment in order to complete this assignment. Equipment may be available for check out in the Teacher Education office or in Media Loan.

TEXTS (Required)

Chappuis, J., Stiggings, R., Chappuis, S., Arter, J. (2007).  Classroom assessment for student learning. Pearson.
Wiliam, D. (2011). Embedded formative assessment. Solution Tree Press.
Wiggins, G., McTighe, J. (2005). Understanding by design. Pearson. (note: we will only read Chapter 1 of this text during fall quarter. However, this will soon become an invaluable text when we begin lesson and unit design in the winter and spring quarters.)
STATE STANDARDS

You will need paper copies of the State Standards for your endorsement area(s). You can find the State Standards used in Washington State here:
Math – Mathematics CCSS 

ELA – English Language Arts CCSS
Science – Next Generation Science Standards and Washington State Science Standards
Social Studies – Washington State Standards: Social Studies
Visual Arts – Washington State Standards: The Arts
COURSE SCHEDULE

	Week
	Guiding Questions & Activities
	Reading Due
	Assignments

Due

	Week 1

10/3
	· What is assessment? What are the differences between formative and summative assessment?
· What is high quality assessment?

· Why is assessment an important element for teaching and learning?
	· Ch 1 & 2 CASL

· Intro & Ch 1 BD
	Scavenger Hunt (bring to next class)
Smartnesses Survey (post to Moodle) due 10/6

	Week 2

10/8
	· What are the five learning types?

· Why is it important to determine the type of learning before I write assessments?

· What are learning targets and why are they an important element of teaching and learning?

· How are learning targets written to they are clear to me and also to my students?
	· Ch 3 CASL

· Ch 3 EFA

· Completed graphic organizer for learning types
Bring copy of endorsement area standards (Elem bring CCSS Math and ELA)

Scavenger Hunt work
	Deconstructing Learning Standards (post to Moodle) due 10/13

	Week 3

10/15
	· What are the four broad methods of assessment?

· Why do assessment methods necessarily depend on the type of learning target?

· How do I select the appropriate assessment method?

· Why are some assessment methods inappropriate for certain learning target types?
	· Ch 4 CASL
· Completed graphic organizer for assessment methods
	High Quality Draft of Selected Response Assessment + Answer Key (post to Moodle and bring to next class) due 10/20

	Week 4

10/22
	· What is a Selected Response Assessment?
· When should I use a SRA?
· How do I design a SRA so that I can use it to plan further instruction?
· How can I use a SRA as feedback to students?
	· Ch 5 CASL
	Revised Selected Response Assessment (post to Moodle)
High Quality Draft Written Response Assessment with key/rubric (post to Moodle and bring to next class) due 10/27

	Week 5

10/29
	· What is a Written Response Assessment?
· When should I use a WRA?
· How do I design a WRA so that I can use it to plan further instruction?
· How can I use a WRA as feedback to students?
	· Ch 6 CASL
	Revised Written Response Assessment and Rubric (post to Moodle)

High Quality Draft Performance Assessment Task with rubric (post to Moodle and bring to next class) due 11/3

	Week 6

11/5
	· What is a Performance Assessment?
· When should I use a PA?
· How do I design a PA Task and Rubric so that I can use it to plan further instruction?
· How can I use a PA as feedback to students?
	· Ch 7 CASL
	Revised Performance Assessment Task and Rubric (post to Moodle) due 11/10

	Week 7

11/12
	· How is Personal Communication an assessment method?
· When should I use PC as an assessment method?

· What are some PC assessment strategies I can use in my classroom to plan further instruction?
· How can I use PC as feedback to students?
	· Ch 8 CASL
· TBA article
	High Quality Draft Student Interview Plan (post to Moodle and bring to next class) due 11/17

	Week 8

11/19
	·  What are the markers of high quality formative assessment?
· How can I get students more involved in the assessment process?


	· Ch 3, 4, 6, 7 EFA

	Student Interview: Video file and Reflection (post to Moodle) due 12/1

	Week 9

12/3
	· How can I design a balanced assessment system in my classroom?
· How can I keep track of student learning?

· How can I give students feedback about their learning?

· How can I gather evidence of student learning and summarize it into a meaningful grade?
	· Ch 9, 10 CASL
	TBA Assignment (post to Moodle) due 12/8)

	Week 10

12/10
	· What are portfolios?
· How can I help my students plan, use, and manage their work in a portfolio to demonstrate evidence of student learning?

· How do Conferences support student learning?

· How can I prepare for, conduct, and debrief conferences?
	· Ch 11, 12 CASL
	Assessment Portfolio
Final Assessment Reflection Paper

due 12/10


This syllabus is a work in progress.  Given the emergent nature of teaching, I reserve the right to make changes with adequate notification.
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