Masters in Teaching, 2013-2015

Autobiography Project

Due: Tuesday October 1st, 2013


Recognizing and understanding the important role our own culture and our students’ cultures play in teaching and learning is a major theme of the MiT program. As Richard Milner wrote, “Opportunity gaps can persist because educators’ cultural ways of knowing, which are often grounded in Eurocentric cultural notions and ideologies, take precedence over those of their students” (p. 14). Culture can be defined as the shared values, symbols, and patterns for interacting that distinguish one group of people from another and that are learned through a process of socialization. Race, class, gender, sexuality, and other social constructs are imbedded in the cultural practices and beliefs that make up our major social institutions such as public schools. 

During the fall retreat you will be asked to present an autobiographical project about a culturally significant object from your life, and how this object embodies values, experiences, and other aspects of your identity and vision. Working with these culturally significant objects will enable us to begin the process of discussing and examining our cultures as we get to know one another.

Specifically, we ask you to locate an object in your life that carries important parts of your cultural identity.  We want you to write about your culturally significant object, but your project could also include drawings, or photographs, or poetry, or dance, or other forms of expression beyond the written word.  If possible, please bring the object itself (along with all of your forms of expression) to our fall retreat on Tuesday October 1st.  If it is not possible to bring the object, please bring a photograph of the object.


As you reflect upon that object and its layers of meaning, consider questions such as

· When and how did this object enter your life?

· How has its meaning grown or shifted over time?

· What other people are involved in your experience with this object, and what meaning does their presence bring?

· In what ways does this object have public meaning, and how does that compare to its meaning for you?

· In what ways does this object guide you in your decisions and in your vision of your future?

· In what ways might this object represent or point to obstacles that you may face in your future, and particularly in teaching?

· As you imagine explaining this object to someone from a different culture, what do you think might be the hardest parts for that person to understand? 

Please write as much as you wish. This could be as little as a page or two or longer. We are not interested in the length of your paper (but please realize your faculty will each read about 15 papers!), rather we are far more interested in your ideas and how you respond to some of the questions above. Please write thoughtfully and concisely. We will spend time during the retreat publicly presenting these projects to one another in small groups.  You will also turn in your written work to your seminar leader.  As a group, we will be able to de-brief the assignment and the activity as part of a developing awareness of the process of becoming a teacher.



