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 Child & Adolescent Development: Syllabus

The Child & Adolescent Development strand will provide an introduction to developmental approaches in understanding students’ growth from age 5 to 18, including physical, social, affective, and cognitive dimensions of development.  The readings, workshops, and assignments are designed to embody the following goals.
Goals:
The curriculum is designed to

· To increase foundational understanding of developmental processes (cognitive, affective, social, and physical) relevant to students in the K-12 age range, with particular emphasis on the age range of endorsement areas

· To increase foundational understanding of the cultural nature of child and adolescent development

· To apply new understanding in practicum setting as a framework for supporting student learning and growth
· Increase teacher-candidates’ skills of observation of development in relation to individual students and groups
As a foundational piece of preparation, this Child & Adolescent Development strand most clearly supports this item from Washington state’s standards for Effective Teaching (Standard V, part 1):
· 5.I. Planning and/or adapting learner centered curricula that engage students in a variety of culturally responsive, developmentally, and age-appropriate strategies.

This strand also supports Evergreen’s Conceptual Frameworks through developing a foundation for developmentally and socioculturally appropriate teaching and learning.

Assignments: Readings

This strand will use four principal texts:
Daniel Siegel & Mary Hartzell Parenting from the Inside Out

Chip Wood Yardsticks: Children in the Classroom Ages 4-14
Susan Engel Real Kids: Creating Meaning in Everyday Life
Michael Nakkula & Eric Toshalis Understanding Youth: Adolescent Development for Educators
Additional readings will be posted in pdf form or provided as handouts.  

For posted readings, I strongly recommend that students print out a paper copy for annotation and for use during class sessions.   Check the posted syllabus for reading assignments.  Any changes to the reading assignments will be announced in class.
Assignments: Writing
There are two major types of written assignments as well as a final paper.  The two types are:

--Development Field Journal & Interpretation
Due every week (weeks 2-7)
Use a separate notebook to record your field observations about development
--Development Analysis paper
Due twice (weeks 4 and 7)

Other Expectations
As you would expect, all program expectations apply.  Pay close attention to specific instructions for each assignment, including whether assignments are to be submitted to Moodle or in class.
Questions, concerns, or other needs can be directed to me in person, by e-mail, or (if urgent) by telephone.  E-mail should be a quick and reliable means of connection; I check e-mail regularly and make every attempt to respond promptly.
Assignment Details

Assignment: Development Field Journal & Interpretation

Interpretation paper: Due each week on Thursday nights at 11:55 pm (Moodle)


Field Journal: Due Fridays in class (hard copy)

Use a double-column entry format to observe students’ physical, social, affective (e.g. social-emotional), and cognitive development.  Construct your journal by making observational notes in the left-hand column, preferably for one uninterrupted period of 10-15 minutes (each week).  You can observe one student, several students, or a large group.  Do not try to interpret these observations while you are taking notes.


At a later time, make notes in the right-hand column about how you might interpret these observations in relation to one or more dimensions of development.  Does your observation note apply to social development? Cognitive? Did you observe different points in developmental trajectories in different students? These notes should be concise, but not yet fully worked out.  Bring your development field journal to class on Fridays.

Finally, write a one-page reflection on the most interesting developmental moment that you observed this week.  Elaborate upon your field notes by explaining what you think might be going on, and by using writers and concepts to support your interpretations.  Submit your one-page reflection/interpretation to Moodle on Thursday nights by 11:55 pm. 
Note: as you choose the topic for your one-page reflection, please vary your perspective form week to week among the different dimensions of development.  In other words, please do not always write about cognitive development, or always about affective development.
I will collect your field journals twice (weeks 3 and 7), picking them up on Friday and returning them to you on Tuesday morning.

Assignment—Development Analysis paper

Twice during the quarter you will choose an important developmental analysis or description offered by one of our texts and apply it to the students in your practicum.  In this analysis you will use the developmental concepts to create important—and perhaps subtle—understandings of students’ developmental processes, and you will show how your understanding of those processes can be used to more effectively support students’ learning and growth.


These papers should be at least 4-5 pages long, and they should follow the outline provided below:

Passage from your chosen text (if the passage is very long, you can summarize) with citation
Thick description of the students’ behaviors that you plan to interpret

Your interpretation of those behaviors, using concepts from the text

Your analysis of how these interpretations suggest developmental processes, including what next steps might be likely (this might be combined with interpretation)

Your commentary about how a teacher might use this analysis to more effectively support students’ learning and growth

Note: do not use the same text for both papers.

