MASTERS PROJECT
MiT 2013-2015

Part of strengthening one’s teaching skills lies in understanding and integrating the conclusions of educational research in order to improve instructional practice.  One set of skills involves being able to evaluate this research. Another set involves identifying problems of practice and knowing how to learn from other researchers’ investigations.  A third set of skills involves being able to collect, analyze, and evaluate relevant evidence gathered from one’s own students.

The Masters Project will support you in developing these sets of skills.  The following is a very general outline of the work we will engage in related to the Masters Project. As the year progresses, we will provide you with further details regarding the work you will need to submit throughout the quarters leading up to the final submission of the Masters Project.

	Quarter
	Activities

	Fall 2013
	· Demonstrate your ability to critically read and evaluate qualitative and quantitative educational research

· Accurately and thoughtfully annotate educational research literature

· Using a fieldwork journal, begin making connections between classroom and community experiences and possible research topics and questions

· Identify a broad area for possible research topics and questions

	Winter 2014
	· Identify, read, evaluate, and annotate research articles related to broad area of educational research

· Narrow focus for research question(s)

· Identify, read, evaluate, and annotate research articles related to narrowed topic

· Write draft literature review based on collection of readings

	Spring 2014
	· Continue to refine and narrow focus of research questions

· Create data collection and analysis plan

· Further refine research questions and expand literature review to reflect refinement

· Write Masters Paper Part 1: Final Literature Review

	Fall 2014
	· Begin data collection 

	Winter 2015
	· Continue data collection

· Data analysis 

· Write Masters Paper Part 2: Data Analysis and Findings
· Submit Final Masters Paper (Parts 1 and 2)


Italicized items indicate an end-of-quarter assignment that will be submitted for evaluation.

