Fridays, 9:00-12:00

Sem 2, E2105

Secondary ELA Methods
SYLLABUS


This strand continues the foundational work you began in Winter quarter, as you examined theories and principles related to critical pedagogy for reading, writing, language, and literature.  The aim of this quarter’s work is to increase your knowledge of specific practices based on those theories and principles, designed for use with students in grades 6-12.  As part of our work this quarter we will also take up the mechanics of teaching English: lesson and unit planning, standards, assessment, grading, and testing.

Required texts:

The English Teacher’s Companion (Jim Burke)

I Read It, But I Don’t Get It (Cris Tovani)

Teaching Adolescent Writers (Kelly Gallagher)

Building Literacy Through Classroom Discussion (Mary Adler & Eija Rougle)

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts plus
· Appendix A: Research Supporting Key Elements of the Standards

· Appendix B: Text Exemplars and Sample Performance Tasks

· Appendix C: Samples of Student Writing


(note: there is no need to print out the appendices; just download the pdf’s)
Additional readings (pdf) as assigned

Highly recommended books (as resources for your future teaching):

--Teaching Literature to Adolescents (Beach, Appleman, Hynds, & Wilhelm)
--10 Things Every Writer Needs to Know (Jeff Anderson)
--Bringing Words to Life (Beck, McKeown, & Kucan)—will we use chapters as pdf’s
-- Dynamics of Writing Instruction (Smagorinsky, Johannessen, Kahn, & McCann)

--Inspiring Dialogue: Talking to Learn in the English Classroom (Juzwik, Borsheim-Black, Caughlan, & Heintz)

--Getting It Right: Fresh Approaches to Teaching Grammar, Usage, and Correctness (Michael Smith & Jeffrey Wilhelm)

--Grammar to Enrich & Enhance Writing (Constance Weaver)
Assignments
Below are the major assignments that are part of the work for this strand.  Additional assignments and exercises may be set during the quarter.  Due dates are listed here and on the ELA calendar.
Two or Three Things I Now Think about Teaching ELA (ToTTINTaTELA)

Similar to your WITaWIW papers from last quarter, these less formal papers are an opportunity to explore a new aspect or issue that has opened up for you in thinking about all of the many dimensions of teaching English Language Arts.  These papers may bring in issues from your practicum, but they should draw from ideas in the readings and in our class work.  Note, though, that these papers should take up only 2-3 different topics, which may require you to look more deeply than last quarter, where there was no limit to the number of topics in each paper.


These papers should be 3-4 pages long.  They will be due during weeks 3, 6, and 8.  The papers will be due on Moodle on Thursday nights.

Mini-Lessons (3)

Three times during the quarter you will plan a mini-lesson focusing on a single skill, strategy, or concept within the broader topic of our work.  (Specific topics are listed below.)  These mini-lessons should challenge you to think about how a particular group of students could most effectively learn a small new piece in a very short time.  When planning these lessons, plan for 15-20 minutes in total.  Use the ELA Lesson Plan format (Moodle).

Each mini-lesson will require that you have a topic that lends itself to such quick treatment.  Below I have listed some topics that can be meaningfully presented in 15-20 minutes.  In some cases, you will need to focus on a sub-topic within the topic provided.  Do not choose a different topic without first confirming with me.


Your mini-lesson should be a complete piece of intellectual work.  In other words, you should introduce and explore a topic, give students time to actively integrate this new topic, and provide some quick way to assess in writing what students have learned.


Mini-lesson plans should be uploaded to Moodle on Thursday nights.  Please also bring a paper copy to class on Fridays.  At each Friday session, two people will present (not teach) their mini-lessons to the group for feedback.
Mini-Lesson #1: Grammar & Usage

Due Thursday, April 17th 


Topics:

· noticing and fixing run-on sentences

· correct use of plural apostrophes

· correct and meaningful use of semi-colons

· challenging comma rule (e.g., introductory elements, conjunctions, interrupters)
· pronoun agreement

Mini-Lesson #2: Writing

Due Thursday, May 1st 


Topics:

· use of textual evidence

· qualities of an effective introductory paragraph

· qualities of an effective concluding paragraph

· use of quotations (punctuation + meaningful integration)

· paragraph coherence

Mini-Lesson #3: Literary Craft

Due Thursday, May 15th 


Topics:

· theme

· symbol

· metaphor

· imagery

· poetic rhythm

· tone

· alliteration

· connotation
· diction
Mini-Units (2)

This assignment also involves lesson planning, but with these assignments you will plan a 3-5 hour sequence of lessons built around a single text.  Planning these short units should challenge you to think about how a particular group of students could engage deeply with a text and with one another and their world through that text.

In your planning of these units, keep real students and real time in mind.  Your lessons may or may not include homework, but be realistic and practical given the students that you have come to know in your practicum.


Given the 3-5-lesson time frame, your mini-unit should have several places where formative assessment takes place, and it should have at least one piece of summative assessment that aligns with your learning targets.


The learning targets should derive from the Common Core standards in three areas: Reading (either Literature or Informational Text), Writing, and Language.


Broad topics for the two mini-units are provided below; as your specific text, choose something that you believe will be challenging and engaging for the students you have in mind.  I recommend that you examine materials that are available in your practicum classroom or school, or consult with your mentor teacher about engaging texts.

Use the ELA Lesson Plan format for this planning as well.  Given that you are planning several days of lessons, the boxes will need to include more information.  The “Teaching Outline” will need to clearly separate each day’s lesson (Day #1, Day #2, etc.) and indicate homework if assigned.  You are welcome to use a separate sheet for each day, if that would be easier.


(Note also that the first of these mini-units occurs in between mini-lesson #2 and #3 above.)
Mini-Unit A: Informational Text

Due Thursday, May 8th 

Mini-Unit B: Poem

Due Thursday, May 22nd 
Envisionment Building

Adler & Rougle develop Judith Langer’s idea of “envisionment building” as a way of thinking about the process of engaging students with a text.  (See pages 104-107 for detailed description.)  Three times during the quarter you will prepare an Envisionment Building Guide (EBG), twice for a discussion of a poem and once for a discussion of a short story.  For the first and last of those, everyone will work with a common text and a common due date.  The middle one will have staggered, individualized due dates throughout the quarter; on your assigned due date you will actually facilitate the discussion for which you have prepared.

Each EBG assignment will involve a literary text that I will choose.  (This choice may surprise you, and certainly I can see good reasons for having you choose.  However, because I will choose the texts, you will have the experience—common in schools—of teaching something that you haven’t chosen and don’t yet know well.  You can make this work.)  You will receive the text one week before your EBG assignment is due.  You are welcome, in that week, to undertake whatever preparations you think would be useful in preparing your guide, and in preparing to facilitate the discussion (for everyone’s 2nd EBG assignment).

On your calendar, the second EBG assignments are listed as EB #2 A-H.  The letters will correspond to your individual due date.  Beginning with EB #2F, you will see an asterisk next to the letter (F*, etc.); the asterisk also appears on EB #3*.  For those EBG assignments, you must include attention to at least one aspect of literary craft (diction, metaphor, sound effects, syntax, etc.) in your guide and in your discussion facilitation.  (Note also that three of the EB #2 assignments are scheduled for our Tuesday afternoon meetings.)

Unless it becomes too cumbersome to do so, we will make an audio recording or each discussion.  The audio file will enable us to look closely at the flow of the conversation and at how the facilitator’s comments affect that flow.  We will use a format from the book Inspiring Dialogue to study the teacher’s contributions and their effects.  During your 2nd EBG discussion, you will listen to the recorded conversation, code your own comments using this format, and write a brief reflection on what you notice.  This reflection will be due two days after your facilitation.

I have posted on Moodle a template for the EB guide.  You are welcome—but not required—to use it.  However, please use the four-part format explained in Adler & Rougle, and please do not submit a hand-written guide.  As mentioned above, you will receive the text for your EBG assignment at the previous class meeting.

Due Dates:



EB #1—Poem: Friday, April 11th (bring paper copy to class)



EB #2—Poem (dates are individual)



EB #3—Short Story: Friday, May 30th (bring paper copy to class)
Final Paper: Philosophy or Teaching English Language Arts

During the quarter we will consider ways in which you want to modify or extend your final paper from last quarter.  Your final assignment will include two separate parts.

The Paper: Write a 3-5-page paper that develops your coherent philosophy for teaching all major parts of the English Language Arts curriculum.


The Distillate: Distill your ideas down to one or two paragraphs (250 words or less) that could be integrated into your longer philosophy of education paper.

Both parts are due (Moodle) on Monday, June 3rd.
