Weekly Synthesis Paper
What is your present state of understanding of the nature of—and relationships between—learning, teaching, and schooling?
Purpose and Framework:


We believe that strong teaching arises most readily from an individual teacher’s well-developed, coherent synthesis of ideas, experiences, and principles gleaned from as many sources as possible.  Because of our belief in the importance of this process, we have designed an assignment consisting of weekly synthesis papers that respond to the above question. Synthesis is the central word here; each week we will evaluate your papers based on both the quality and depth of the syntheses you create and the growth you demonstrate across the quarter.
In addition, MiT students must demonstrate graduate-level thinking and writing, including the use of APA conventions. This paper is one of the ways in which you will demonstrate this ability.

Goals:

· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate a written synthesis of ideas, principles, and experiences from the program centered on learning, teaching, and schooling. 
· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate the ability to write a graduate-level, thesis-driven expository essay using APA conventions.

You will have a paper due weekly (weeks 1-9). There will be two different forms for these papers: 1) a shorter, more focused synthesis, and 2) a longer, more comprehensive synthesis. 

Comprehensive Synthesis Paper:

As the name suggests, the comprehensive version of this paper (weeks 1, 3, 6, and 9) requires you to create a broad synthesis of most (or even all) of the readings, topics, and major concepts that you have studied up to that point in the quarter.  Your paper will focus on the central question (above), and your unifying thesis will demonstrate your synthesis of ideas for your position on this central question.  This paper, therefore, is rather like your developing philosophy of education and teaching.


With the exception of the comprehensive paper due in week 1, these papers will be several pages long (maximum 10 pages).  Work on being concise in your presentation of ideas, and include as much as you can meaningfully synthesize.  The week 1 comprehensive paper, because of its early placement in the quarter, will of necessity be shorter (see below).

Focused Synthesis Paper:

Due in weeks 2, 4, 5, 7, and 8, the focused synthesis papers require you to take that week’s seminar text and synthesize that writer’s ideas with other major concepts and writers covered in the program to date.  As with the comprehensive papers, these focused papers will also have a thesis, but one that substantiates meaningful links between the seminar text and our ongoing work.  Use the central question as a frame within which you craft your thesis.


These papers will be a minimum of 3-4 pages long (maximum 1000 words).  All papers will be due on Wednesdays at 11:59 pm and should be uploaded to Moodle.
Due Dates for all papers:

Week 1—Comprehensive:



Final paper due Thursday, Oct 3rd, at 11:59 pm



3-4 pages in length (maximum 1000 words)

Week 2—Focused (due Wed, Oct 9th, at 11:59 pm)

Week 3—Comprehensive



High Quality Draft due Monday, Oct 14th, at 11:59 pm



Final due Sunday, Oct 20th, at 11:59 pm

Week 4—Focused (due Wed, Oct 23rd, at 11:59 pm)

Week 5—Focused (due Wed, Oct 30th, at 11:59 pm)

Week 6—Comprehensive



High Quality Draft due Monday, Nov 4th, at 11:59 pm



Final due Sunday, Nov 10th, at 11:59 pm

Week 7—Focused (due Wed, Nov 13th, at 11:59 pm)

Week 8—Focused (due Wed, Nov 20th, at 11:59 pm)

Week 9—Comprehensive



High Quality Draft due Monday, Dec 2nd, at 11:59 pm



Final due Sunday, Dec 8th, at 11:59 pm

For the Comprehensive papers: Between Monday and Friday of each week Comprehensive papers are due, you will read and prepare feedback to other students’ papers in your writing group.  On Friday your writing group will meet for a peer feedback session.


Note: During the beginning of seminar in weeks 3, 6, and 9 you will be asked to create a concept map in which you center the seminar text for that week, and map out conceptual connections to concepts and writers we have already studied.  These maps will be collected. You should be prepared to engage in this activity.
Some General Requirements:
· All papers will be due (posted on Moodle), on the assigned due date, at or before 11:59 pm;

· All papers must be word-processed (in Word-compatible format), presented in 12-point Arial font, double-spaced, with 1”-margins on all sides;

· All papers must be use APA standards for style and presentation (papers with numerous errors in style, mechanics, and usage will be returned without evaluation);

· All papers must cite sources and include a “References” page, using proper APA format for citations and references;

· All papers should be organized to present a thesis, support that thesis, and provide a meaningful conclusion;

· All papers will be evaluated using the “Synthesis Paper Rubric”
One final note:

We believe that your philosophy of education and teaching will not only grow but also evolve.  We fully expect that our studies this quarter will challenge some of your assumptions and expectations, and we believe that your evolving philosophy will provide you with an increasingly solid foundation for your future work.  With this idea of evolution in mind, we expect that your thesis may evolve from week to week, and that by the end of the quarter your philosophy may look rather different from its look early in the quarter.
And the central question again:

What is your present state of understanding of the nature of—and relationships between—learning, teaching, and schooling?
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