Master in Teaching

Fall 2014

Year 2

CULTURAL & COMMUNITY ASSETS ASSIGNMENT
As you begin your student teaching, it is essential that you sustain your focus on learning about your students’ cultures and the communities in which they live.  Whether you are continuing in the same building of your year-one practicum or beginning in a new building, you will need to explore, learn, and plan with your students’ communities and cultures in mind.  This assignment directs you to articulate what you know and are learning, and to develop some ideas about how you want to connect culture and community to your classroom.

(Note: when discussing assets, the edTPA combines personal assets with culture and community [see Task 1, prompt 2b].  We know that you are already highly attuned to the importance of engaging your students’ personal assets, and therefore we focused this assignment on the types of assets that are more difficult both to know and to incorporate into the classroom.)
For this assignment, write a 2-3-page paper* that addresses most or all of the questions below.  You are welcome to write one coherent paper or to address each question separately.  However, bear in mind that the questions are meant to provoke your thinking in different ways, and some questions should prove more meaningful or complex than others, depending upon your situation and prior experience.

Questions to consider:

· What community or communities do your students live in?  How do you plan to learn more about these communities?

· What community resources and assets exist in those communities?  How do you plan to learn more about these and about additional assets?

· How could your teaching and your classroom engage these community assets and connect them to students’ learning?  Begin to articulate specific ideas in relation to your current teaching.
· What languages other than English are spoken in your students’ homes?
· What have you learned about the different cultures in which your students live?  What more do you want to learn?

· How could your teaching and your classroom engage students’ cultural assets and connect these to students’ learning?  Begin to articulate specific ideas in relation to your current teaching.
Having read those questions, you can readily see that your 2-3-page paper will only provide an introduction to this aspect of the teaching you intend to do this quarter.  The two bold-faced items have the most practical significance: we want you to develop concrete and realistic plans for how you could increase connections between culture/community and your classroom.

Due date: Sunday, September 7th, MIDNIGHT (Moodle)

* 2-3 pages, double-spaced, 1 inch margins, 12-point font
