HATERTALE UR DEAN-FACULTY GROUP DISCUSSIONS ON WEDNESDAY, JAN. 16, 19980.

Two princisel sgenda items will be considered ot the next Faculty Meeting,
,on Wednesdiy, Jan. 23, 1980 from 3:00 to 5300 P.M, in CAB. 110. These are:

~1) Complesion of the discussion on enrollment of full-time students in modules.

(

:7""2) Further discussion of the "Designated Degree™, as approved by the Faculty last 30
May, poying partioular attention to the matiers remanded for further consideration.

Cuorrent shoius of cachs

1). At its October 1979 meeting the faculty reaffirmed its commitment to the principle
thet each full time student should be engaged in ome full time, integrated program
of study through either a coordinated study program, a group contract or an
individual contract during each quarier of study.

As an implementing diveciive, at its November meeting, the faculty approved the

statemant: In exceptional circumstances, Faculity may allow students envolled in

full time programs Yo teke up to four (43 quartexr hours of module(s) unrelated

to the program theme, -

There remzins to eot on a parsllel implementing directive regording students on

individual contwects. The proposed statement for your consideration is as follows:
"Fall {time students on individual contract may, with the approval of the sponsor,
take up o four (4) quarter hovurs of mod.ule(as that may be unrelated to the rest
of the contracty end, in addition, may teke another four (4) quarter hours of
module work provided it besrs an integral relation to the core of the contract.”
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2). At its May 30, 1979 meeting the faculty z2cted upon the CPE Study Group recommendaticn
that two types of degrees be swaxded: the Evergreen Degree granted for a self-
desigond program of study which is to include a Demonstretion Project at some time
during the Junior or Senior year, the purpose of vhich is to present tangible

( evidence of one's academic achievements at Evergreen; and the Desigmated Dosree
vhich specifies the Advanced Specialty Aves with which the student has chosen
to associate and which represents the completion of a special set of reguivements

defined by that Specialty Area. The critical vote on this was 33 to 11.

Tuo issues were remanded for further comsideration: 1) the question of how to

set siondards and procedures for determining successful completion of the
deponstration project; 2) the extent to which requirements for the Designated
Degreee would requive prior CPE approval and would thereby lock us into a fixed
curriculum, We tried, unsueccessfully at the November Dsan-Faculty Group meetings,
to discusi the first of these. Bul the discussion kept slipping over to the second.
¥We will therefore try to discuss the Designated Degree issuss first this month.

The CPE was vwnwilling to make eny blanket statement about approval until we

presen’ = them with the debails of each of the Designated Degree requirements

for each Specialty Area., Otherwise they were generally supportive of our giving

some trpe of nemed degrees., They awve morve favorable to degree titles that have
meéening cutside Evergreen than o those vhich are very specific to our own vernacular,

To improve the quality of the discussion, ‘I have been asked to repeat hem the main

apgunenis of last May concemrning these degrees. Quoting from the Study Group
Recormardations for the arguments in favor:

Main Becommendstions BEvergreen will continue to offer its present ¥open" degree.
This degree, vhich we will call "The Evergreen Degree®, granted for a selfe
designed program of studies, is the one which razunks first in our thinking snd
is cone of the attractive festures of the College., This degree mhould he augmented,
however, by a number of other degrees with designated titles corresponding to the

(. Interdisciplinary Specialdy Arveas. These degrees will indicate that the siudent
hag fuifilled the requirements of the Specielty Area for a designated BA or BS Degree.

Raticnzle: The present BEvergrsen Degree is desirable because it affords meximum
student initietive. It also allows great flexibility--it allows older students to
return to college or continuing students to change goals without heving %o

backirack through a labyrinth of requirements such as they would encounter
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were they to change majors in a itraditional college. It is because of the Evergreen
Degree and ithe self-designed program of studies which it pemmits, that meny students
are attracted to the College. On the other hand, its indeterminancy may be one of
the features of the College which preveats our atiracting more students. The C.P.E.
Repoxrt notes that there is o certain "disenchaniment™ in the air agbout “the overe
optioned life® - vhereas ten years ago, meny students would have felt most free
vhen presented with the widest axray of oplions, now there is a tendency for many
students to feel moast free vhen presented with fewer but clearer choices, with the
long-range consequences more oclearly indicated. The case for Specizliy Avez defiress
is that they would meke the College more atirmctive by giving students & useful
answer to the question, "What are you studying at Zvergreen?". Our inebility to
suggest clear enswers to such a gquestion both inhibite applicants and confuses

many of our envnlled students. Ve admire the couragecus student who dces not need
a prepackaged answer fo this gquestion, and for that student we shell continue o
offer The Evergreen Dggree, But there is a certein unpopularxity of schools in
which there is no wisible designation of what one is studying. Suchk circumsiances
are videly believed to be out of synchronization with e tight economy, 2 fairiy
high wnemployment (or underemployment) rate among the eGucated, and a general gense
of the narrowing of wiable career options (e.g., in the field of educaticn). We
must at least give students the opiion of having & neme for what they are studying
end a name for what they can claim to have mastered at the baccaleureats level.

In our previous discussion of “curriculer predictability®, we did not wish 4o
organize the curriculum around the four divisions, and we have already climinated
traditional depariments and "majors® in favor of an interdisciplinery orientatien.
The remaining possibility is to offer designated degrees in our areas of interdisce
iplinary strength. Students might do well to asnswer the question of "What am I
studying?® with the reply that the “specialize® (rather then ®"major®) in one of these.

Special Poimda:

Te The, Specialty Ance degrees shall be equel in value to the Evergreen Degree, and
neither is intended %o be regerded as superior or inferior to the other; rathez,
they are equally valid pathways suited to different individual student®s ways
of navigating the acedemic world,

2. The Evergresn Degree shall, as at present, bear no institutional designotion
of subject matter.

3. ALl studente seeking The Evergreen Degree are required to complete successfully
some project demonsirating their compstence at some poini during the junior or
senior yeax,

4. The "demonstration project" will provide students with an opportunity to develop
and present a project, research reporit, recitel, exhibit or scme other taugible
evidence of their academic accomplishments &t Evergreen. The particular mode of
study in which they are emrolled when they complete their demonstretion project
should not matter, For purposes of plamning, completing and presenting their
project, the student will work closely with his or her faculty advisor. The
faculty advisor, in collaboration with colleagues who are working directly with
the student, will determine when a project has been satisfectorily completed.

5. The Sppeialty Avea degrees shall be designated as "B.A, in European and Anerican
Studies®, "B,A. (ox B.S.) in Enviremmental Studies®, etec, Some of the Specialty
Arvezs may wish to shorten or clarify their titles (B.S. is Sciemtific Enquiry,
for example).

6. The Specialiy Arems shall determine the requixements for their own degrees,

© within these limitationss
2) Minimm Reguirements:; One year's advanced woxk within the Specialty Apea

at Evergreen,

b) Maximm ento: No Apecialiy Aree may ssk a student to spend wore than
two years (six full guerters) fulfilling Specialty Amea vequivemsnts. This
provision applies to the fotal amount of reguired work both inside and outside
the Specialty Area. >

¢) Prerequisites:s Specialiy Aveas may state prevequisites for emiry snd
advanced programs. '
1) Specialty Areas may not require earcllment in any perticulsr Dasic Progrem
as & prerequisite for eniry into the Specialty Area. Ihey mey require a



4 -
§ particular skill, e.g. basic college mathematics, for admission %o the

<< : entry level program, and this ekill mey be acquired through a ~ Basic
et Programs but it must also be available as a course.

2) Specialty Aveas may requive the entry program, or equivalent work else
where, for admission to some advanced progremsy and they may stipulate
some advenced programs as prerequisites for others. The Specialty Areas
may not, however, “sew up" ell of their advanced offerings so ithat they
become completely unavailable io the rest of the student bedy. The deans
ghall monitor this situation so as %o raintein o balance between the values
of openmess of programs end necessity of prerequisites o that advanced
studies may proceed.

Principal arguments in cpposition:

%, Existence of the Designated Degree may dovngrade the status and value of the
Evergreen Degree.

2, Setting up and maintaining the curniculunm which would provide ihe Designated
Degree year afier year would rigidify each Specialty Arsa oo mich. It may
prove difficuly for studenis to crose Speeieliy Aves boundaries with the
prevequisite system as proposed.

5‘: The Designated Degree will tend to deparitmeniazlize the College.

4. Several of the Designated Degrees would be meaningless in the woxrld cuibside
of Evergreen.

5, We need to address the questicn of standerds for success of a Demomsiration
Project so thet we cen decide if a student hes satisfactorily completed the
work reguivsd for the Evexgreen Degree.

T would like %o ask each Desn~Faculiy Group %o engags in preliminary discussions
on the Designeted Degree issue at ids Wednesday, Jarmary 16 meeting. This will
allow us Lo have a morve focussed and definitive discussion at the General Facully

Meeting on the 23d.
Thank Emz for your patience.
> Ymtl. %e




