
































John Stephens worked intensively with me through two university quarters last year.  I observed his intellectual facility as regards background, capacity for articulate presentation of ideas and debate, public speaking, writing analyses of history, economic theory, and literature.  I also observed his facility at language acquisition (French) and his interpersonal skills in relation to me and to other faculty members and to his colleagues.  John’s performance and demeanor were unfailingly impressive.  I regard him as one of a handful of students with whom I have worked over the past 25 years, who most closely resembles an ideal candidate for the Fulbright Program.  I base this judgment on the following:  John has a broad liberal arts background, he operates well in a number of disciplines, he thinks synthetically and analytically very well.  He can, with some skill, see to the heart of an intellectual question or a dilemma.  He is dependable, curious and willing to devote full energy to chosen projects with excellent results.  He speaks convincingly, articulately and with pleasure; he is a natural communicator, but a low key, and thus diplomatic communicator.  His demeanor is engaging, adult, soft-spoken but determined and clear-headed.  His French is strong, intermediate level.  He will be able to learn well in the atmosphere of the University at Dakar.  His interests in history, economy, politics and the arts, and his deep interest in bridging disciplines and achieving a synthesis of knowledge in order to frame better judgments and decisions, makes him especially apt for success in your program.  I urge you most strongly to support his request.


