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'OLYMPIA, Wash. Evergreen
State College is bracing itself for an
onslaught of protests and media at-
tention today for including a con-
victed murderer — in absentia —
among its graduation speakers.

Evergreen’s choice of Mumia
Abu-Jamal as one of five speakers
has caused such public outcry that
the college has hired extra police,
asked students to behave them-
selves and begun a revision of how
the college selects speakers in the

Officials are expecting demon-
strations for and against Abu-Jamal
by.-students, angry police officers
and even the widow of the Philadel-
phia police officer Abu-Jamal killed
in..1981. The college already has
been, the nationwide focus of talk
shows, and it's expecting news
crews from several national net-
works at today's ceremony.

~“We are doing whatever is neces-
sary.to make sure this is a safe and
sang ceremony,” said Steve Hun-
stberry, director of pohce services
atl Eyerm a progressive liberal-

Wents ‘will hear a 13-minute
taped speech from Abu-Jamal, who
is;on death row in Pennsylvania.

He will talk about the inequities of .

soc1_a] justice and law enforcement
in the United States.

lihe former Black Panther and
; g(Luent radio journalist was
ﬁ‘amed his supporters say. He is a
catise celebre among opponents of
capital punishment.

He is not the keynote speaker.
Faculty member and author Ste-
phanie Coontz will have that honor.
Bﬁf.’E'vergreen s choice of Abu-Jam-
al‘éven as a secondary speaker has
dravwn thousands of angry e-mails,
calls and letters from all over the
couniry.

plans to hold a
picture of her hus-
band and to turn
her back to the
stage during Abu-Jamal’s speech.
She asked the college for time to ad-
dress the ceremony, but was furned
down.

Faulkner bought newspaper ads
in Olympia, urging students and
residents to protest Abu-Jamal's
speech. She was to fly in today from
her home in Southern California.

“] think The Evergreen State Col-
lege has stepped over the line in
making the decision to have this
murderer speak,” Faulkner said.

Several police officers — possibly
including some hired by Evergreen
to police the event — are expected
to join her protest. Hundreds of stu-
dents plan to do the same or to walk
out. Some will wear ribbons or
black arm bands.

Campus police have asked stu-
dents not to walk out of the ceremo-
ny during the speech, to avoid the
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House Majority Whip Tom De- '

Lay, R-Texas, has denounced the’

use of Abu-Jamal’s speech. DeLay’s
pemnalguardwasoneoftwop
licggpfficers slain in the U.S. Cap;
shooting last year.

Police groups, 1nc1udmg
Washington State Patrol Tre
Association and Concerns of’
Survivors, also have con!
the speech.

not the issue. This is the wrong
place for that argument.”

However, the student groups that
worked to bring Abu-Jamal's
speech to campus say the ceremony
is a proper forum for his speech.

“He’s a renowned journalist and
an amazing author,” said Kassey |
Baker, a member of the Prison Ac-
tion Committee. “They felt he'd
make a good commencement speak-
er. ... A different voice, something
other than the generic graduation
speech.”

Evergreen President Jane Jervis
issued a written statement saying
Abu-Jamal was invited to speak as
part of an ongoing conversation on
the wvalidity of the death penalty
and of the effects of racism and pov-
erty in the execution of justice,

“He was not invited to speak be-
cause he is a convicted Kkiller but
because of concern for the issues
raised in that conversation,” Jervis
wrote. “I deeply regret that our de-
cision is being viewed as disre-




