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From: Stella M. Jordan
Hes Statug of English a3 a Secound Langusge Students

The most important issus conceranlug the admittanca of newly
arrived Asian students into Evergreen, as we discussed it, is not
wietiier tue student iz able to "pass" any screening test, formal
or informal. The issue is solely wuetier the student newly thrust
into a second language is able to surmount the barriers of the
new language sufficiently to be abkle to cope with reading, writing,
speaking, listening, and understanding in that second language on
tie complex end abstract level reguired for college work. For the
recently arrived students from Asia, there are several compliceting
factors. In splte of tne fine educational background and capabili-
ties of many Asien siudents, theilx exposure to the Eoglish language
and smersion into it, has citen been minimal and of an elementary
level, and tiws the leap into colliege level English abstraction! and
expression becomes & quantum leap. A second difficulty is that the
newly arrived Aslan student has been educated witudn a highly tradi-

= tiomal, tigntly structured system. im contrast to Evergresen's system
wivich demands a sophilsticated, independent learning initiative of
the student.,

S50 many and so complex are tue problems of second lauguage and
second culture: emersion, that I f£eel that the student with still
minimal gnglisn training would not have a fair chance of surviving
at bBvergreen without a more careful exposure to ﬂngliﬂh language
skille fivst,
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