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Dean of Students

-Lower Columbia College

. Dear Dr. Curtis:
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name of the college in conjunction with a specific group. Fo
--example, a student group of young democrats or young republic
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Recognition of Student :*JEE“W
- at Lower Columbiz College ,f#“/
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I have reviewed the requirements for reuogn; tion of
student groups at Lower Columbia College. For your information
and consideration I believe the ;mllsw1nv comments and observa-
tions may be helpful to you.

A student group which is given official recognition is to
benefit by the following:  y i

1. Use the name of the college
2. Use the facilities cf the culleve
3, Be eligible for ASILCC' budget SubSLdizaulﬂﬁ

. First as to No. 1, it is doubtful if Lower Columbia Col
could prﬂu_blt a group of students from ;ﬁfE*CﬂtlaLLy using

attending Lower Columbia College could so designate themselv
whether officially recognizaed or not. Assuming 211 members

the group attend the college, then the group is actually a s
group of Lower Columbia College. .
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As to No. 2, the use of college facilities is actuzlly a
major benefit to & group of students and is sowe“hirg that could
be denied the group unless it had official recognition

As to No. 3, the eligibility for a portion of the budget
of the Associated Students - Lower Columbia College (asicc), :11-
raises soms major problems. Recognition of a shuden: group allow
it to be ”ellglble for ASLCC budget subsidization”

As we understand the ASICC bad:eg, it includes the student
body fee paid by all students as fixed by the board of trustees
pquLaut to RCW 28.85.310. Thus, this fund is actually one Zfor
the benefit of z2ll students ahtcndlng the college.

A5 _this office has p*ev;sgsly held, the ﬂsaoc1atea,shudaqt_

: Body4§th_g;g§3_gq;lc¢“ is_an_arm and agency of the. bﬂa?c of.
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.. various programs for. the benefit q;_:h: entirs. sigde;i EoCy. |
At follows that the use of such funds by the ASE i5 propes undss

the c1rcu15taqces.
ool C1I

t:ug_q_ﬁﬂand_cqllegg and, as _such, fosters, conducts, and
oG

_However, if the PhFase 'eligible for ASICC budget subsid

zation'” means_that other limited student groups recognized bv’+ré
Zcollege are to be given a specified amount of these funds so'ﬂ1f'_
“by virtue Gﬁ*bELuﬂ a recognlzed student group, this would constitute
an_unlawful expendituré of sucH funds.,” '

This is true since these other recognized groups are not an
.arm and agency of the college administration and, thus, an out-
right subsidization of such groups is unauthorized.

However, this is not to say that okher recognized groups
would be forever barred from benefiting from such funds. It is
possible for the ASB to engage the assistance of such a group to
carry out or participate with the ASB to perform a function which
could be done by the ASB. 1In such a situation the use of a portion
of such funds to carry out an authorized endeavor of the ASB would
be proper,

_Therefore, an outright sun51§y of recognized groups could
_not_ be leaally justified, but, under certaln circumstances, hae__ o
gé rEcogn;zau _group cguld partlc1pa“e WLLh Lue ASB or be :LtﬂﬂrlZLu

Your remaining questions relate to the rEquirEmants for
official recognition which are as follows:

1.) Have on file in the Student Affairs Office:
‘'a. _An up-to-date _copy of the Constitution and By-laws
h. “A 1ist of officers and members =

(i:) Have an official faculty adviser o DT R s R 5

aupvaved by:

'? "'@ a. Two=thirds majority of Activities Council
The Director of Student Activities
The Decan of Students

7{,—(i:> At Activity Council meetings: .
' ‘a. A representative must be present with no more than

three absences during any quarter
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"if any club does not fulfill the above r
the organization will be notified of inac
placement, after which the organization i
to appeal this status. A written request
submitted by the club officers and advisor to
Activities Council. The request will then b2 v
on by Activities Council and must be approved
thirds of the members present.
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"Any club or organization which has been inactive for

one year or more must be passed upon by two-thirds vote

of the entire Activities Council membership.”

By way of contrast and for your information, we have sef out
that section IV of the AAUP "Joint Statement on Rights and Fresdoms

of Students" which relates to student organizationms,.
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IV. Student Affair

"In student affairs, certain standards must be maintzined
if the freedom of students is to be preserved.

“"A. Freedom of Association. Students bring to the
‘campus a variety of interests previously acqui ired and
develop many new interests as members of the academic
community. They should be free to organize and join
associations to promote their common interests,

"1. The membership, policies, and actions of

'a student organization usually will be determined by vote

of only those persons who hold bona fide membership in
the college or university community.

o ' - "2, Affiliation with an extramural organization

should not of itself disqualify a student organizaticn

- from 115t1tutlnnal recogn1t101

"3 If campus advisers are rEqu;red each organi-
zaticn should be free to choose its own adviser, and
institutional recognition should not be withheld or with-
drawn solely because of the imability of a student organi-
zation to secure an adviser. Campus advisers may advise
organizations in the exercise of responsibility, but _
they should not have the zuthority to contrel the policy
of such organizations. -

Student organizations may be required to

- submit z statement of purpose, criteria for membership,

rules of procedures, and 2 current list of officers.
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They should not be required to submit z memagﬁs“hp
list as a condition of institutional recognition.

rr
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S ' "5. Campus .organizations, including
affiliated with an extramural organization, shoi
open to all students without respect to *ahe
or national origin, except for religious ﬂLali
which may be requir red by orggnlzatlaﬁs whose a
primarily sectarian.”
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Briefly, the following comments are submitted concernin
the requirements of LCC for recognition of student groups.
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No. 1. It is proper to have on file the constitution an
by-laws of the student group. _However, a student group witho
_such should not be penalized and perhaps a simple statemént o

" “purpose would _Suffice in Such a ¢ase. Perhaps a _general st
_of purpose “would be ben e;lﬂlal in all casesh_ﬁhehhgr & con

. i e A 4 .

_tion or by-laws_ _éxisted or ﬁau.
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As to officers and members being listed, perhaps office
‘alone should be required since a 1ist of members would be co
changing.. Perhaps the college may wish to limit membership
such student groups solely to college perscnnel, such as sta .
faculty, and students, as the groups receiving recognition wauld be
entitled to call itself 4 group of
Lower Columbia College. i

rESuI“ in failure to recognize & student group simply because it
“was unable to obtain such an adviser, To do so would be to &is-
criminate against the group "solely because of refusal of any
faculty member to become its adviser,

No. 2, _The requirement for a faculty adviser should not

No. 3. This approval by the Activities Ccu1c11 Director
of Student Activities, and Dean of Students should be ministerisa
Approval of those groups who have complied with the specific reg vire-
- ments should be glven and not withheld bzsed upon other caﬁslaﬂ" ations,
. _yn1ess, for EK&1P+E the purpose of the group is illeg then, ;
orflc1a1 recognition should be denied.

No. 4. Attendance at Activity Council meetings may serve
many useful purposes, however, justification for non-attendance
could be established on occasion and perhaps should be allowed.
With rega?d to automatic inactive status and SLbSEquﬂﬂh
-removal of recognition, this may be useful by limiting recognized
: groups to those which are actually active and perforﬂlng a function
desired by a cont1nge1t of the stud91t body. ;
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Also peﬁﬁapq a rEquiLemen+ that_all groups ccﬂaly“w*tﬁ
the Tules and regulations of the college and alsoc make available

financial records as to income derived frcﬁ campush_Lﬂctﬂuiad

would also be'ﬁhrtﬂthlle requirements for continued recognition.

In the last analysis, the college may set up any set of
reasonable requirements for official recognition of student groups
,and may make them as stringent as it so desires but the require-
Jments must be uniform and all groups must be treated equally and,
/if the requirements are met, the approval must be ministerial,
not arbitrary such as a denial of recognition based upon ideology
| except for stated illegal purposes.

For your information, enclosed are three former opinions of
this office relating to student groups and their relationship to the
dinstitution. Letter to WSC of April 22, 19&? AGO 51-53 MNo. 4843
AGO 55-57 No. 267.

Additionally, for your information, I am enclosing the
"&ct1v1;y Regulations of the Student Administrative Board" of the
Univers lt} of Oregon. That is the Student-Faculty Committes
there that has been delegated full TESPOWSlblllujea "to davelcn
and carry out policies *Elahlng to student organization and
on-campus extracurricular activities,”

Very truly yours,
FOR THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

_STETN D, MILAM
2 AESlEt&ﬂt_ﬁuthﬁ&? General
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