
rJLITlGAL ECOLOG'l 

PrJJ!am Dcs~:i?tio~ 
Fall, :~inter •nd S,:n:ing Quarters~ 1983-8!:. 

The gt;!neral -:.h:~me of this pt'og:ram is ··he .5lobal intc:rd,!p~nde;ce of hunan und 
non-~human life and the possible att~ i:•1des nnd a·.:tions ptople can take in res;Jotse 
to this partly des::.rable, partly tyrJi.ni !31 in<:E:.rdepende:1·~. All progran 
activities served two purposes: illw1inating importan~ aspe;ts of inter
depPnr!e!nce, such as the key ro!e of :onf Hct •.n human and animal behavi.or and 
the need for environmental awa:~encss, and developing impc•rtarlt basic !>kili.s, 
such as writing, critical reasoning, ,,nd gnup discussion. 

During the fall and v7inter quarter·s, t:he prtgram's 65 students attandl~d: 
who l e-group lectures (7 hours per t •eek); seminar discussions in group of 10 
or 20 {3-5 hours per 1o1e•ek); classe~ in crit:i.cal reasoning (fa 11 quarter, 
2 hours per week); br.ief biweekly individual <.~onferences on 'i<riting; and 
He ld naturd his tor) exE'rcises (2- 6 '1ours per 'I>Teek). They also wrot~:, weekly 
essays 1 exercises in descriptive writ:ng, ard field ~atural history journals 
and project reports; e&ch quarter endtd with an essay examination. 

DurinJ the spring quarter, the prcrr3rl 1 S 45 students attended lectures on 
"The \merican West" (3 hours oer t·;f:!e':<.J; J.ecturt'!:; about seminar ·:-ooks (1 hour 
per w~ek); and seminars (2 hours per -~e~). Field projects ~ere given major 
empha~is, and, depending on optional ~pe~inlties, each studant attended 
le :ture-3 on na:ural history (1 hot!rs · ,)'?r ·neek), social history (2 hours p~r 
week). or media (4 hours per week). 

Con•.e.1t 
L·:!•:tu:~· and readinB topics f:or the- fa 1 and ~.;:hter quartC:;rs included: intro·
du,_;ti,>n to el..o1ogt,:al c.oncepts; hiFt:::»-y ·md k.?y issue::; of oil P"'="Oduct:f.on, food, 
ani n1c.lear waq environmental impG;t"t,; po!iti ;al and .~c:..onomic theory and policy 
an~ ysis; func-:ion!; cf conf:.i;t in nat.ure a;·_d human so~ie-ty; interpret.ation 
of r~ try and ri~tion; topic~ in natJral hi2to:y. Du:ing the spring quarter, 
le ·t un·s on 11 The American West" W€ re pres~nted by D1·. fhc·mas Rainey and 
Hr. T'"lofl"as BoHen. This ser:tes ~>1as about the history of Euro·<:;ea"'l colonization 
of fa ,tern Nor':h Auer~.ra and the n!ovenent of the front: icr l>lestward. The 
se<:Ll•;n<n•· cf :he PacHic Northl>le!it h"dS featur~d. l~tphe .. is "'·as placed on the 
int(r3~tiuns of the frontiersmen nrd ,ionee:s ~ith t~e land 'n~ with the 
Nat:i.v~ Amr=ricans. Assigned :r-end it es uere: 

Filll Quarter: Se.mpson, The Seven Sisters; Americcm E.nterprise Institute, 
Of[shore Oil: Costs and Ben2fits;-Plnto, -rr;ou"':>U.<.; McPh~e, Encounters with 
Th~A!="chd~; Wr"igtt, Native Sc.n; Za,1iat i ~-:--w.~; Lorenz, .Q.!!...~&ression, Sahlins. 
I.r.:iJ'e~~l}) Neihardt, Black Elk...fu2.~i.~§. 

~Hnt<:r Quar•er: Orwell, 19134; J!l•soa, ~.ssence of DE:c:.isi~n; C."imus, The 
~~~U.~~; Carson, :H; .. e_]:_E!g~-2.!..-~E:l~ S§:~'l_; J{uben~{~eT;:-··The Cun.ni!li-of Risto~-
Tu ker~ ed., The ~inrx-Engeb l!cadtr (exc }rpts); LeGuin, :~..£ispo;5sessed; 
Blake, ~~!!l..!~_nce and t:xpt:: ri?_'l££ ~net ,!.1e_Marri'!Be 2.L He3V•~n a;.1d Hel!; 
Frr, J:!:ilrfuJ Sy1!, ·,;et r:?_s Leopold, A S~ t~~~.1ty AJ.rn<12£.!.:_. 

Sf>>:ing Quarter: Heckman, ,!_slaP:S!_~l t\:!~-~~und; Tho;:-;;;au, ~z.ld~; Goethe, 
Faus_!l Car.son, Sil<~nt Spring; Gl!thrie, !::!~ Bi_g_§!z; f,ill L1gtcn lnd Ridge, 
Westw1t'd Ext-anston; Billingi:on Alr;§:clt_a's_F_r_£~~i~g~; Tajlor, :r:te 
TurJ~'t Thqj£; ':"ohansen and C"l·~es~ Jlf- E'E:?J:.re .:;.f the Gol~~~i~. 

Seninars 
Se.min:ardLscussion3 in gro\lps of lC :>r 20 w--re a <'€-'\t1·al 1H.l"t cf •2a•:h ueek's 
activtty. These r.Tarified the themr:::.. and r~·as ... n .. ng cf~ u1 ~~ ~;ee'<~'i readings, 
showed their relat:.ons to th~ overall tne,ne~ of the p··ograms and gave students 
important p-:ar:.tic:.e in presenting tl1ei .. oa:t ideas and t<.i. E>:(p\.t.Ting {.Ooperatively 



thi~ .:Jmplt;x i;3sue.s r.;d.sed by t:he p~~·~:am. In wint,~r qua:ttEF~ 2 hours pr;.:r 
t>Jeel< wet~8 d~v.~ted to "topi•: se:nir:ars" on th,• lssleas of gbb..:l food supply and 
c:C :.b~ nu.:lear arms :a·~e. L: the:K ~ ·act s.:udent in .:urn p·:esen.ted tN'O 

repnrcs o~ assigned background rea~1n3 and lej dis:ussion. 

F:L.2ld I'Joi:k ___ ..,. __ _ 
F'.!H quarter t'iork on plant at~d an:~md idEntification and pri:Jctice in natural 
h5.story obsei.''Jation, indudtr.g mai"'t€' 1an"e of z. fielJ journal, tV'as folloHed 
i.n ··~inter quarter by a Held study p: ;j.::.a, in ~~hh;h sma:J student teams 
mapped., [.;amplecl, and ubserverl plant distribul·ions an{l animal habitats in a 
number of on11-acre sf.tes in the OJ.ympia C'rea. 

Field projects t-7He given :·ncreasec: prominance dm.::i.ng the sprJng quarter. 
Student teams were organized to stt;ciy fhe lo.cal-cozmnunity sites wllith 
repn!sent a mixtm:e of netural histcr_'i7 ard hume.n activities. 'rhe students 
opti~nslly elettcd to concentrate 0n natural history, social histo~•, or to 
document thrcugh mixed m:::.dia (still photcgraphy and audio-neor.ding J themes 
based en th~ l~.r..tt.ral history and sc< ial history. The prorlu:ts of the studies were 
individual and group report&-wri tun ancl ora 1-·-and the media ( s lid,l-tape) 
p:res~ntstions. 

Ski 11 Devei-<:~pment 

The fall quarter Critical R~asonin~. t_ lasf. covered topic::. in r.onstruc..:ing and 
c·rittquing ded~·ctive argum<~nts, im:luding standard derlw-:tive forms ~~i1d common 
fallades. Th•E! text t·ras Ct!dablom anJ Psulsen, 9rit1:e_LReasoni_,!!a· 

w.,rk on \;ritir::l; ..;_.-{-luded •·12ekly e"o.lsnys c·n assig>vzd topics dealing >ith the 
sAminar readings ~nd lectu~e materisl, a fall quarter set of exerci;~s in 
dc:script.ive ~tri.ti1.1g, the fi;;:ld joun,.od, and th.s ')Jinter quarter fiel·l project 
;:-,~port, Each student met b1.weekly ~Jith his o!' her fa' ulty seminar .eader for 
a brief one-to-onA conferenr~s pri~arily for ·ritiqu~ and suggestio13 about the 
weekly essays. 

H;.ntt!r quarter' fi.t!ld worl' ~•ats suppi ~ ffi·.mte·d by let.t:.•res on m.opping, ft·pulation 
sampl L•g, a11d de f. ·ript ive stat isL .:.~; s. 

tli.nt~;r oum ter a· so ' ontained a >·te"·l 1 '7 he H-hc~lt' gt·oup exer" lsc in pu~try 
inteq>::etat h'n. 

Evalua...:hm 
E"ch s•:udent l-nota a r:arrati.vft: seH--evalcatic·n of the quart<::rts work :nd 
rece1.ved a nan:.ative ":vah.1ation fr'.>r.1 tiis or her faculty seminar leade ~ hased 
on ai.l '!l;rittc;;n wc•rk ::.m•:J on class pm·t:l.cipatior,. Drafts of these were dis
russed in a one-to~one confer~nct-: before they took fi.nal fonn. 
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