
Teacher Education 
A Thacher Education program with a 
difference! 

In collaboration with Western Washing
ton University, Evergreen offers a profes
sional Thacher Education program on 
the Olympia campus, leading to initial 
certification in Elementary or Secondary 
education. 

The program is a full-time, integrated 
course of study. Students enter Fall 
Quarter and proceed together through 
the program as a "community of 
learners-'' The program content meets all 
standards for certification and includes 
special emphasis on education psychol
ogy, multi-cultural education, philosophy 
and history of education and teaching 
methods_ There is also a strong emphasis 
on field experience. Students have the 
opportunity to do work in rural, subur
ban and urban settings_ 

The program is two academic years in 
length including two quarters of student 
teaching. Two out of every five can
didates have a bachelor's degree before 
beginning the program. The students are 
academically capable, diverse, and older, 
as a group, with median age of 32 years. 

Elementary and Secondary 
Endorsements 

An endorsement is a qualifying phrase on 
a Washington teaching certificate which 
identifies the grade level and subject 
matter area in which an individual may 
teach in Washington's schools_ Before 
beginning the Thacher Education Pro
gram, students must have their endorse
ment area coursework nearly completed 
(within one quarter). 

The secondary education candidate, 
preparing for teaching in departmen
talized classrooms in grades 4-12, must 
have a primary endorsement and is en
couraged to add a supporting endorse
ment as well. The available primary 
endorsements include English, 
mathematics, physics, science with 
biology, chemistry or physics concentra
tions, and social studies_ The secondary 
endorsement allows the individual to 
teach only in that subject matter area. It 
does not qualify a teacher for a self
contained, elementary classroom. 
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The elementary education candidate, 
preparing for teaching in any classroom, 
grades K-8, will qualify for a K-8 primary 
endorsement, but must also have two 
supporting endorsements_ Available sup
porting endorsements include: art, 
chemistry, economics, English, French, 
German, history, math, physics, political 
science and Spanish. Natural science and 
elementary math concentrations are 
recognized by Evergreen as equivalent to 
endorsements for acceptance into the 
Thacher Education program, but will not 
appear as endorsements on a teaching 
certificate. An elementary candidate may 
count no more than one of these concen
trations toward the two endorsement re
quirement& The K-8 elementary educa
tion endorsement qualifies an individual 
to teach any subject in grades K-8 except 
special education. It allows the individual 
to serve in a self-contained elementary 
classroom or in specifically endorsed sub
jects through grade 8 at a junior high or 
middle school. 

Any course required for an endorse
ment which is lacking at time of admis
sion to the program, must be completed 
either by the summer preceding year one 
or in the summer preceding year two. i.e., 
prior to student teaching. It is not possi
ble to undertake any endorsement 
courses during the six quarters of the 
professional program. For requirements, 
review the descriptions of primary and 
supporting endorsements in our 
minicatalog Teacher Education at 
Evergreen. 

It is not possible to pursue an endorse
ment in music, home economics, physical 
education, vocational education and some 
other areas_ It is possible to add any 
endorsement which the state recognizes 
directly from the office of the Superinten
dent of Public Instruction, once the 
teacher holds an Initial Certificate. 

The Thacher Education program 
operates under the "essential areas of 
study;' for disciplinary subject matter, 
developed by the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction's collaborative commit
tees for endorsements_ 

Admission ~equirements 

Admission to the Thacher Education 
program is c0mpetitive. Academic excel
lence is the primary criterion. Students 
should begin planning their curriculum 
well before entering the program and 
should consult with an academic advisor 
as soon as possible (names of advisors are 
in Teacher Education at Evergreen.) All 
students should develop strong writing 
skills. Before entering the program, 
students should also complete the re
quirement of 8 quarter hours of college
level natural science (e.g., biology, 
chemistry, geology, physics, etc.) 8 
quarter hours in the social sciences and 
12 quarter h0urs of writing. Secondary 
students should have completed nearly all 
of their endorsement requirements by the 
time they enter the program. Strength of 
work in general education, proposed 
fields, as well as letters of recommenda
tion play a significant role in admissions 
decisions_ 

Minimum admission requirements in
clude admission to the college, at least 
senior class standing at the time of enter
ing the program with rare exceptions, 
and a grade-point average of 2. 75 with 
graded transc:ripts or comparable work 
on ungraded transcripts_ 

As part of the admission process, ap
plicants must also take and pass at 
prescribed levels one of the standard 
reading, English and mathematics ap
titude tests such as ACT, SAT, WPCT 
and TETEP. However, state law permits 
waiving this requirement under certain 
circumstances. (See Teacher Education at 
Evergreen.) 

Students wishing to apply to this pro
gram must submit all material to the 
Admissions Office. Required material 
includes the teacher education application 
form, official transcripts from every col
lege previously attended, three letters of 
recommendation, and test scores_ Appli
cants new to Evergreen must also 
observe the process for regular 
undergraduate application, admission, 
and deadlines_ Selection begins in 
January 1990, and continues until the full 
group of 60 students is assured (usually 
by late spring or early summer). 

Full information may be obtained 
through the Thacher Education Office. 
Application forms and program booklets 
are available through the Admissions 
Office and the Thacher Education Office. 



Types of Certification 

The state of Washington currently issues 
Initial Certificates and Continuing Cer
tificates to qualified applicants. 

Students who successfully complete 
Evergreen's program will be eligible to 
hold the Initial Certificate (elementary, 
K-8: secondary, 4-12). The requirements 
for the Initial Certificate currently in
clude: (1) a bachelor's degree and (2) com
pletion of a state-approved teacher educa
tion program which includes meeting in
itial generic standards as described in the 
Washington Administrative Code. 
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Evergreen is a public, liberal arts college 
of 3000 students, offering Bachelor's and 
Master's degrees. Tuition is $537 per 
quarter for Washington state residents 
and $1883 per quarter for non-residents. 

If you have specific questions about the 
application process, or general questions 
about the college, its programs, and 
whether Evergreen can meet your needs, 
contact Admissions at 206-866-6824. Ques
tions about how to plan your degree at 
Evergreen, and about major/minor re
quirements, should be directed to 
Academic Advising, 206-886-6000, ext. 
6312. Specific questions about the content 
of the Education Program are best 
answered by the Teacher Education 
office, 206-866-6000, ext. 6341. 

or write: 

Admissions 
The Evergreen State College 
Olympia, WA 98505 

Prospective students who wish to request 
a catalog should call the Admissions 
Office at (206) 866-6824. After working 
hours (5 p.m. P.S.T.), an answering 
machine will record your request. 
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