Web Page Development Basics


Objective

In this workshop we will create a new webpage (written as one or two words) from a template using Netscape Composer.  We will then publish that web page into our folder on Evergreen's web server.

A. Creating Webpages

1. Regardless of your vocation or interests, webpage development, composition and design are important skills to know.

2. You can use your new skills to create webpages and sites that inform, entertain and connect.

3. The best web sites involve careful design and pre-planning.

4. Effective web site development requires knowledge about how web pages work.  Web page creation requires an understanding of some essential software skills. 

B. Some Helpful Definitions for this Workshop

1. Webpage, Homepage and Website

a. A webpage is any combination of text, images and media that is visible on the World Wide Web using a browser window. 

b. A homepage is the starting page or entrance to a website.

c. A website is any collection of interrelated webpages.

2. HTML

a. HTML stands for Hypertext Markup Language and is the code that tells the browser how the images, text and media that compose a web page should be assembled in a browser’s window. 

3. URL

a. URL stands for Uniform Resource Locator. Also known as a Web Address, the URL points to the location of a specific web page. 
a. The following diagram will help you understand the structure of a URL.
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C. Two Methods of Creating Webpages

1. Writing HTML.  This requires knowledge of HTML code, how to write it and a simple text editor. 

2. Using a WYSIWYG (What You See Is What You Get) editor.  This creates the HTML for you.  Popular WYSIWYG web development applications include Netscape Composer, Macromedia Dreamweaver, Microsoft Front Page, and Adobe GoLive.

3. For most basic webpages, Netscape Composer works well. 

D. Browsers, Colors, and Resolution

1. Web pages may display differently across operating systems and on different browsers. You do not have ultimate control over the appearance of your page.

a. Browsers will render text and images in slightly different ways.  The Internet Explorer Web browser will generally display text larger than in Netscape. 

b. Colors and brightness vary slightly between computer operating systems.

2. Monitor resolution will affect the appearance of a webpage.
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c. Monitor resolution defines the amount of pixels available in height and width to display information on your computer screen.  

d. Common monitor resolutions include 640 x 480 and 800 x 600.

e. It is a good idea to create a web page that is no larger than the most commonly used resolution.  

E. Creating a Web Page using Netscape Composer

1. From the Start menu select Programs > Netscape Communicator > Netscape Navigator or double-click on Netscape Communicator from the Applications Folder.

2. Find the link to your home page from the Student, Faculty, and Staff Home Pages link on www.evergreen.edu. Be sure to first select the Non Frame View. 

3. Select your name to go to your homepage in your personal web space.

4. Note the address in the location field and write it down.  This tells you what your folder name is and will be very important for publishing!

5. Go to the Program Home Page templates by typing academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/webinst01/templates in the browser's location field.

6. Select one of the two template files (minttemplate.htm for a mint green background or mntemplate.htm for muted natural colors).  You will be able to change these colors later.

7. Select File > Edit Page to open the page in the Netscape Composer (edit mode) [image: image2.png]
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F. Window Descriptions

1. The menu bar includes the words along the top of the window and gives you access to commands.

2. The toolbar is at the top of the open Composer window and offers a graphical interface to frequently used commands.

G. Parts of your Home Page

1. The webpage title appears along the top of the browser window.  The title is also used to name any bookmark to this page. 

2. A heading appears at the top of your page under which appears an area for body text. 

3. The footer of your page contains links to Evergreen’s homepage, the email address of the page’s author and a last modified date.

H. Adding Text and Formatting

3. Select (highlight) Program Name and type your Program's name.  

4. After selecting (highlighting) the text, use the Formatting Toolbar to modify:

a. Fonts

b. Point size

c. Bold, Italics, Underline

Note: The fonts used in this template are Georgia (serif) and Verdana (sans-serif).  If you want your material to be the same fonts, you will have to highlight the text and change the fonts to either Georgia or Verdana.  These fonts were chosen because they were created to be viewed on-screen.

5. Select (highlight) Faculty Name, Phone, email and Location and type in the appropriate information.

6. Below the word Syllabus, type the beginnings of your syllabus, or copy it from an existing document.

7. With your cursor in the line, or with your text selected, use the justification buttons to left, center, or right justify. [image: image3.png]



I. Appearance of the Page

1. The way your page appears in the Composer window is NOT necessarily how it will appear in the Navigator window.   This becomes particularly obvious when using text and images together.

2. Select Format > Page Colors and Properties.

3. Select the Colors and Background Tab.

4. Click on the Box next to Background Color.

5. Select a background color if you don't want the olive color in the template (white or light colors are best to start with).

6. Change the text and link colors so they work with the background color you've selected.  Choosing a color scheme is part of the design phase.

J. Creating a Title

1. While still in the Format > Page Colors and Properties dialog box, select the General Tab.

2. Type a title for your page.  When creating a Program Homepage from this template, just highlight the words Program Name and type in your program's name.

3. Type your name next to Author:
4. Click OK.

K. Viewing the HTML Source

1. Select View > Page Source.

2. Look at the HTML tags.

3. This is what Netscape Composer (or any web page editor) is creating for you, based on what you put on your page.

4. Once you have gained some familiarity with these tags, you may choose to edit them to modify your web page, or to change something an editor did.

5. Close the Window.

L. Saving

1. Save your page by selecting the Save button on the toolbar, or File > Save.

2. Change the Location (Save in: ) to where you want to save (for example 3 1/2 Floppy [A:])
3. Type in a name.  
Alert:  If this will become your home page, name it home.htm since it will need to be named home.htm when you publish it.
4. Click on Save.
M. Publishing

1. In order for your page to be accessible on the World Wide Web, you must save it to the Web Server -  this is called Publishing. Like saving, any time you make a change to your page, you must publish it in order to ‘save’ it to the web server.

2. Click on the Publish Button on the toolbar. [image: image4.png]Fublish





3. Verify your Page Title has been defined (remember, this will become the bookmark name when someone bookmarks your page). 

4. Make sure the HTML Filename is home.htm ONLY if this page will become your home page.  If not, name it anything without spaces and special characters.

5. HTTP or FTP Location to publish to:  is your web server location.  Currently, the best method for publishing from Netscape is FTP.  Be sure you know what folder you are publishing to (refer back to the address you wrote down in step E4) except replace the http with ftp.
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6. Tab to the User name: field and type your login name (you must use your ac_computing account).

7. Tab to the Password field, and type in your password; passwords are case sensitive. (Don’t select save password when publishing in a lab environment)

8. Click OK.

N. Previewing Your Page

1. Go to ‘browse mode’ by clicking on the button along the bottom with the Netscape Communicator symbol [image: image6.png]


 .
2. Type your http:// address into the location field and press Enter.

Alert: You will only see the web version of your page if the http:// address is correct in the location field.  If you have saved to a floppy or elsewhere, it might be showing you the saved version instead of the published version.  It may also be showing you the page with ftp:// instead of http:// in front of the address.  Put the http:// address in the location field to see the correct version of your page.

Creating a New Page

2. Return to ‘edit mode’ by clicking on the button along the bottom with the Netscape Composer symbol [image: image7.png]


.
3. Click on the New button on the toolbar. [image: image8.png]New





4. Add text to your new page or copy text from an existing document.

5. Save your new page (see step L) with any name except home.htm (example: personal.htm).

6. Publish your new page (see step M).

7. View your web server folder (using Windows Explorer or FTP) to see the files you've created.
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