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Dreamweaver Linking


Objective

Learn the difference between absolute and relative links and when and how to use them.

1. Absolute versus Relative Links

A. An absolute link uses a complete path name to locate a file. 
For example: http://access.wa.gov
An absolute link does not change when the page that links to it moves.  (This is like putting a stamp on a letter to your next door neighbor, putting it into the mailbox, having it go downtown to be sorted, and delivered to your neighbor.)

B. A relative link is created in relationship to the referencing document.  For example: images/geoduck.gif
A relative link can change if you move the referencing document.  (This is like walking a letter over to your neighbor’s house.)

C. This explanation is highly simplified.   There are a variety of conventions to learn that will aid you in choosing the correct link.

2. How Do I Know Which to Use?

A. A rule of thumb for absolute links:  Whenever the link is not on the same server, it is absolute. 

B. All files within your site should be relative links.

C. Files on the same server, but not in your site can also be relative links, but will work as absolute links as well.

3. Linking to Another File on the Same Server

A. An example of a relative link that will also work as an absolute link is one to another persons ‘site’ on the same server.  

B. Link to your neighbor’s home page by using a relative link.  An example would look like: /individuals/hinklea/home.htm.

C. A relative link to a page in another ‘site’ will not work when using the ‘Preview in a Browser’ command. 
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