Human Subjects Review Application

Community Based Research Project

Citizen Artist, Fall and Winter 2002-3

1. Abstract

All of the students in the program will be involved in a community-based research project. They will be divided into research teams that will each be assigned to a different community organization in order to collect information on that organization. They will do observations, interviews, library research and take photographs as research collection methods. The material they collect will then be used to develop an exhibit about the community that will be installed in a downtown Olympia location. This research is a continuation of the work done in the Local Knowledge program last year; all of the work that results will be archived in the Community Resource Room for the future use of other programs that are doing community-based research.

2. Procedures

Students will do direct observation at the organizations’ sites in the community. Anecdotal records of observations will be recorded. Students will log their visits to sites and obtain signatures of supervisors when applicable.

Photographs will be taken on several of the community outings. Students will have all subjects sign a photo release (see attached release forms). Photo releases will also be required for all videotaping of activities and interviews.

Interviews with representatives, volunteers and clients involved with the community organization will be conducted (see attached questions).

3. Subjects

Subjects will be recruited through contact with established organizations in the community. Contacts have been made in a variety of ways: faculty and staff referrals, visitors to the program, Local Knowledge student referrals, and prior involvement with the organization by the student. Our students are currently interested in working with the following organizations:

· Bread and Roses

· Safe Place

· Brentwood Home

· Avanti High School

· Kill Rock Stars and K Records

· Appropriate Response/OFS

· Animal Therapy Ranch

· Gender Health Project Support Services; EQA

· A Caring Place Transitional Housing

· Olympia Co-housing

· Thurston County Sheriff’s Department

4. Risks


The primary risk to the human subjects will be a loss of privacy regarding their involvement with the organization. 

Interviewees will be given the option of remaining anonymous when quoted in printed material, and will sign an interview agreement (see attached).

Student interviewers will be given guidelines for community researchers (see attached).

Photo releases will be obtained for all subjects. 

Images used in the exhibit will be chosen in conjunction with faculty and Martin Kane of Evergreen’s Photo Production Services.

5. Benefits

The human subjects involved in the project will benefit from being portrayed in an exhibit about important organizations that make up the community. More people will become aware of their work, creating a potential for greater community involvement in 

and support of their organization. 

A closer relationship between the Evergreen campus and the Olympia community will be developed.  

Documentary photographs will be made available to organizations if they wish to use them for publicity and recruitment materials. 

6.Distribution

The information collected during the community research project will be used to develop an exhibit at a to be determined location in downtown Olympia. It is anticipated that the exhibit will include segments of interviews, background information on the organization (history, mission, vision, projects) and photographs of people involved with the organization. The duration of the exhibit will be approximately one month. The research portfolios of each group will be archives in the Community Resource Room at TESC and entered in the resource database.

Citizen Artist Community-based Research Project

Sample Interview Questions 

1. What is your role with the organization?

2. How long have you been involved with this organization?

3. How did you initially become involved with this organization?

4. What is the mission of the organization?

5. What do you know about the history of the organization in the community?

6. What is your perception of the importance of this organization? How successful do you believe it has been in fulfilling its mission?

7. How does this organization meet a need in the community?

8. What could the organization do to improve its service to the community?

9. What additional resources would be necessary for the organization to provide these additional services?

10. What do you see as the organizations greatest strengths?

11. What do you perceive as the organizations weaknesses? 

12. In what ways has community been involved in the development and maintenance of the organization? 

13. What additional community involvement would benefit the organization?

14. In what ways do you benefit from your involvement with the organization?

15. Is there any other information that you would like to include in this interview?

Informed Consent Affadavit

I, ___________________________________, hereby agree to serve as a subject in the research project entitled Citizen Artist Community-based Research Project. It has been explained to me that the purpose of this study is to gather materials that will be developed into an exhibit about community organizations in Olympia and that the proposed research will be used in the development of the exhibit text and materials. I understand that the possible risks to me associated with this study are having my image and/or words publicly displayed. I may not receive any direct benefit from participating in this study, but my participation may help positively portray my organization to the community. The results of this research will be shared with and made available to me. ____________________________ has offered to answer any questions I may have and to provide me with access to the final report or presentation.

I understand that the person to contact in the event I experience problems as a result of my participation in this project is Brian Price, Academic Dean at The Evergeen State College, L-2211, Olympia, WA 98505; phone 360-867-6000 x 6743, and the program faculty , Steve Hendricks and Peg Tysver, can be reached at x5745 and x5911, respectively.

I hereby agree to participate as a subject in the above-described research project. I understand that my participation in this project is voluntary, that I am free to withdraw from participation at any time, and that my choice of whether or not to participate in this project will not jeopardize my relationship with The Evergreen State College. I have read, understand and agree to the foregoing.

_________________________________                      __________________ Participant’s Signature                                                    Date
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Dear Participant;

The Citizen Artist Program at The Evergreen State College is doing a research project in the Olympia community for the fall and winter quarters, 2002-3. The purpose of the research project is to collect information on various community organizations. We will be collecting information through conducting interviews, doing observations, taking photographs and reading organizational and historical documents related to the organizations. These materials will be collected in a portfolio that will be archived in the Community Resource Room at The Evergreen State College. 

During the winter quarter, our program will be developing an exhibit about community organizations that contribute to the life of the Olympia Community. The exhibit will be on view in a public location in downtown Olympia for approximately one month.. Your image or words may be included in the final exhibit. If so, you will have an opportunity to review these materials prior to the exhibit’s opening and to sign a release for us to use attributed material. You will be notified in writing of the exhibit’s opening and dates. 

The benefits of your participation will be enhanced community awareness of the organization you are affiliated with and access to the collected results of the research. Potential risks may be due to the use of your image or words in a public venue.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this research, please do not hesitate to ask. You can reach the program faculty , Steven Hendricks and Peg Tysver at 360.867.6000 x5745 and x5911, respectively. Thank you for considering being a participant in this project.

In the event you experience problems as a result of your participation in this project, please contact Brian Price, Academic Dean at The Evergreen State College, L-2211, Olympia, WA, 98505; phone 360-867-6743.

Sincerely,

Steve Hendricks and Peg Tysver

Citizen Artist Program Faculty
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Photo Release Form





I grant permission to be photographed and to appear in components of the Citizen Artist Community-based Research Project and exhibit. I understand that the photographs and all copyrights will be the property of The Evergreen State College, that rights to use the photographs will be assigned to the Citizen Artist Program and its principals, and that the photographs may be distributed through the project’s components and promotional materials. The photographs and all copyrights will remain the property of The Evergreen State College, which shall have the right to publish these photographs outside of the scope of the Community exhibit. Additionally, all photographs will be made available to the cooperating community organizations for their promotional use.


 








Signature








Name (printed)








Address








Date








Photo Release Form for Minor





I grant permission for my __________________________ (Relationship/Name) be photographed and to appear in components of the Citizen Artist Community-based Research Project and exhibit. I understand that the photographs and all copyrights will be the property of The Evergreen State College, that rights to use the photographs will be assigned to the Citizen Artist Program and its principals, and that the photographs may be distributed through the project’s components and promotional materials. The photographs and all copyrights will remain the property of The Evergreen State College, which shall have the right to publish these photographs outside of the scope of the Community exhibit after spring quarter, 2002. Additionally, all photographs will be made available to the cooperating community organizations for their promotional use.








Signature








Name (printed)








Address








Date








Interview Agreement





Citizen Artist Community-based Research Project is a documentary project that is gathering and preserving individual and community stories by means of tape-recorded interviews. Tape recordings and transcripts resulting from such interviews will become part of the Community Research archives of The Evergreen State College. This information will be made available for public dissemination and for historical and other academic research. Your organization will have rights, title and interest to the interviews unless otherwise specified. Participation in this project is entirely voluntary.





We the undersigned have read the above and voluntarily offer full use of the information contained on the tapes and transcripts of these tape-recorded interviews. In view of the educational value of this research we hereby assign rights, title, and interest pertaining to it to The Evergreen State College.








Name of Interviewee








Street Address + City, State, Zip








Signature of Interviewee








Name of Interviewer








Street Address + City, State, Zip








Signature of Interviewer














