Seminar prep paper assignment, winter quarter 2003.

We’d like to give you some guidelines to shape your work in the seminar prep paper assignment this quarter.  The HHD faculty agree that all excellent papers begin with a strong thesis.  While only two pages long, the seminar prep paper is a great place to hone your thesis-developing skills.  

What makes a strong thesis?  You might find something that bothers you in the seminar reading.  For example, if Cornel West had been an HHD student, he might have used parts of Black Strivings (which we’ll read in week 2) as a seminar prep paper arguing that W.E.B. DuBois is elitist.  Or you might connect ideas from the text to something else.  West could have also made a seminar prep paper out of his treatment of black music and writing; West argues that art comes from all walks of life and so engages with the black experience more successfully than Du Bois’s patriarchal philosophy.  In short, like Cornel West, you’re looking to develop an opinion about the text which you can support with examples and argumentation.

Here’s a checklist of questions to ask yourself as you dive headfirst into this challenging assignment.

· Is your thesis creative?  Did you come up with it yourself?

· Do you state your thesis in the intro, develop it through the body, and tie it together in the conclusion of your paper?

· Does every paragraph of your paper support your thesis in some way?

· Do you make reference to the book via citations with page numbers?

Good luck, and remember, your faculty and the writing center are here to help!

