8. If I want to, I can be pretty sure of
finding a publisher for this piece on
white privilege.

9. [ can go into a music shop and count
on finding the music of my race repre-
sented, into a supermarket and find the
staple foods which fit with my cultural
traditions, into a hairdresser’s shop
and find someone who can cut my
hair.

10. Whether [ use checks, credit cards,
or cash, | can count on my skin color
not to work against the appearance of
financial reliability.

11. I can arrange to protect my chil-
dren most of the ume trom people who
might not like them.

12. | can swear, or dress in second
hand clothes, or not answer letters,
without having people attribute these
choices to the bad morals, the pover-
ty, or the illiteracy of my race.

13. I can speak in public to a power-
ful male group without putting my race
on tnal.

14. [ can do well in a challenging situa-
tion without being called a credit to my
race.

15. [ am never asked to speak for all
the people of my racial group.

16. I can remain oblivious of the
language and customs of persons of
color who constitute the worid’s ma-
jority without feeling in my culture any
penalty for such oblivion.

17. I can criticize our government and
talk about how much | fear its policies
and behavior without being seen as a
cultural outsider.

18. I can be pretty sure that if [ ask to
talk to ‘‘the person in charge,’” I will
be facing a person of my race.

19. If a traffic cop pulls me ovér or if
the IRS audits my tax return, [ can be
sure | haven’t been singled out because
of my race.

20. I can casily buy posters, postcards,
picture books, greeting cards, dolls,
toys, and children’s magazines featur-
ing people of my race. )

21. I can go home from most meetings

of organizations [ belong to feeling
somewhat tied in, rather than isolated,
out-of-place, outnumbered, unheard,
held at a distance, or feared.

22. I can take a job with an affirmative
action employer without having co-
workers on the job suspect that [ got
it because of race.

23. I can choose public accommoda-
tion without fearing that people of my

race cannot get in or will be mistreated |

in the places 1 have chosen.

24. I can be sure that if I need legal or
medical help, my race will not work
against me.

2S. If my day, week, or year is going
badly, [ need not ask of each negative
episode or situation whether it has
racial overtones.

26. I can choose blemish cover or ban-
dages in ‘‘flesh’’ color and have them
more or less match my skin.

I repeatedly forgot each of the real-
izations on this list until [ wrote it
down. For me white privilege has
turned out to be an elusive and fugitive
subject. The pressure to avoid it is
great, for in facing it | must give up
the myth of mentocracy. If these
things are true, this is not such a free
country; one's life is not what one
makes it; many doors open for certain
people through no virtues of their own.

In unpacking this invisible knapsack
of white privilege, [ have listed condi-
nons of daily experience which [ once
took for granted. Nor did I think of
any of these perquisites as bad for the
holder. | now think that we need a
more finely differentiated taxonomy of

pnvilege, for some of these vaneties

are only what one would want for
C everyo;%ﬁ a 'iust societi. and others
give licence to be ignorant, oblivious,

arrogant and_destructive.

1 see a pattern running through the
matrix of white privilege, a pattern of
assumptions which were passed on to
me as a white person. There was one
main piece of cultural turf; it was my
own turf, and | was among those who
could control the turf. My skin color
was an asset for any move I was edu-
cated to want to make. 1 could think
of myself as belonging in major ways,

and of making social systems work for
me. | could freely disparage, fear,
neglect, or be oblivious to anything
outside of the dominant cultural
forms. Being of the main culwure, I
could also criticize it fairly freely.

In proportion as my racial group
was being made confident, comfort-
able, and oblivious, other groups were
likely being made inconfident, uncom-
fortable, and alienated. Whiteness pro-
tected me from many kinds of hostili-
ty, distress, and violence, which [ was
being subtly trained to visit in turn
upon people of color.

For this reason, the word ‘‘privi-
lege’* now seems to me misleading. We
usually think of privilege as being a
favored state, whether earned or con-
ferred by birth or luck. Yet some of the
conditions | have described here work

to systcmax.icauy(overcmgowcﬁmmn
groups. Such pryvilege simply confers
dominance because of one's race or
Sex.

I want, then, to distinguish between
earned strength and une
conferred systemically. Power irom

¥

uncarned pnivilege can look like
strength when it is in fact permission

to escape or to dominate. But not all
of the pnivileges on my list are in-
evitably damaging. Some, like the ex-
pectation that neighbors will be decent
10 you, or that your race will not count
against you in court, should be the
norm in a just society. Otners, like the
privilege to ignore less powerful peo-
ple, distort the humanuty of the holders
as well as the ignored groups.

We might at least start by dis- *
et MY =

tinguishing between posiuve advan-

=

tages which we can work o spread,
and negative types of advantages
.which unless rejected will always rein-
force our present hierarchies. For ex-
ample, the feeling that one belongs
within the human circle, as Native
Americans say, should not be seen as
privilege for a few. Ideally it is an
unearned entitlement. Al present, since
only a few have it, it is an unearned
advantage for them. This paper results
from a process of coming to see that
some of the power which I originally
saw as attendant on being 2 human be-
ing in the U.S. consisted in unearned

continued next page
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