Writer’s Workshop: Writing Research Papers 

Sample Writing Plan

Research Question: Pose your topic as a question. 

Example: How does The Evergreen State College Reservation Based/Community Determined Program meet the higher education needs of Indian people in western Washington? 

Topic: List your topic. 

Example: The history and current status of the Evergreen State College Reservation Based/Community Determined Program.
Working Title: List a working title for your paper. 

Example: Meeting the Higher Education Needs of Indian People in Western Washington: The Evergreen State College Reservation Based/Community Determined Program 

Tentative Focus (Thesis): List your working thesis statement for your paper- the brief, yet specific sentence (or sentences) that tells what your paper is about.


Example: Because of geographic location and commitment to communities in which they live and work, Indian people at six Western Washington reservations have specific and unique higher education needs which can be best served by a 4-year degree program based in their Tribal communities. 

Plan: An outline, list of ideas or questions, clustering, free write, etc., or some other evidence of a plan for your paper.

