Individual and Group Papers

Suburban Nation

Individual Paper:  Your paper, approximately two pages double-spaced, should be ethnographic in nature and incorporate answers to the following questions in a narrative form:

· Why did I choose this topic?

· What did I know or believe prior to doing this collaborative research?

· How was my work specifically informed by the various readings, lectures, and field trips in the “Suburban Nation” program?

· What specific parts of the collaboration was I responsible for?

· How did I do this work?

· How did my work fit into the whole?

· What was my experience of the group process?  What problems occurred and how did I address them?

· What was my role in the presentation to the class?

· How have my thoughts or opinions changed as a result of doing this work?

Group Paper

Your group paper, approximately 5 pages, double-spaced, should be equal in content and information to your oral presentation.  This is an “executive summary” in narrative form.  A relatively easy format to follow is to begin with your recommendation in brief; follow this by the history and contextual information, and then more extensively address the reasons for your policy recommendation.  You should also know who would have the power to act on your recommendation.  To help you with this document, please refer back to the information below, from the Meaningful Public Policy lecture.  Please refer back to Tasha Harmon’s article on Smart Growth and Housing Affordability, linked to your syllabus with preparatory reading for the Portland field trip.  This is a strong executive summary.  

Fr: Nancy A. Parkes

For: Suburban Nation Program, Nov. 9, 2002

Meaningful & Workable Public Policy Initiative:

 Attempts to ask and answer the right questions

 Is specific and focused


 Engages the public in meaningful examination and debate


 Tolerates innovation


 Addresses the needs and values of stakeholders


 Can adapt to changing needs and knowledge.


 Works across significant differences


 Is based on long-term, as well as short-term goals


 Provides the necessary dollars and structure to be effective


 Is user friendly and easily understood

As you consider one focused policy change that would improve quality of life in your project suburb, turn the above into questions, and answer the additional questions below. This is intended to provide you with a framework for your project.

· What is your one-sentence proposal for a clear policy change?  (For example, “Improve quality of life for bicyclists” is unfocused.  “Create and pass a local improvement district to establish bicycle lanes on Avenue D. between elementary school and corner store” is specific.

· Who would support this change?

· Who would oppose this change?

· What is the common ground between potential supporters and opponents?

· Who are the decision makers with power to implement this?

· What is the political process to bring this policy change to decision makers? Who are the staff involved beneath the level of the voting political body?  

· Are there any laws or regulations that prohibit your proposed change?

· Has this been done elsewhere in a similar political jurisdiction?  If so, how did advocates overcome hurdles on the way to implementing this change?

· How is this innovative?  If the proposal needs to be changed later, have you built in room for change?

· What is the price tag?  Who pays?  Is there money available?  If not, what is the means of coming up with the money?
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