Tour Notes for Orenco Station Tour

August 2001

Lynn Peterson, Strategic Planning Manager

· Allow 3 hours for this trip (45 minutes out, 45-60 minutes walking tour and 45 minutes back)

· Starting at Pioneer Courthouse Square take the train from the North Platform near Starbucks headed to Hillsboro.

· Background on Westside MAX - Westside Bypass and LUTRAQ (See LUTRAQ notes in Community Building Sourcebook www.tri-met.org under "More about Tri-Met")

SYSTEM NOTES

· The westside and eastside MAX carry about 70,000 trips a day in 2001.  The total transit system (bus and rail) carry about 265,000 trips a day.  Our ridership has been increasing about 5% a year.  We have had an increase in ridership 104 of 105 months.  Ridership increases since 1990 have outpaced the increase in population growth in the region as well as vehicle miles traveled; we are growing ridership faster than car use. 

· MAX can travel about 55 miles an hour.

· Operating cost per boarding ride in 2000 was about $1.93 for bus and $1.53 for MAX.

· We have 2 new MAX extensions underway - opening Sept. 10th is the airport MAX along I-205 and in Sept. 2004 Interstate MAX.  Questions about these? E-mail peteronl@tri-met.org

· Airport MAX is a 5.5. mile extension from Gateway station as a private/public partnership with Bechtel.  They are built (with public and private $) the light rail  and in return are able to have a 100 year lease for about 20 acres of land on Port property at the airport for a retail/office development along the MAX line.

· Interstate MAX is another 5.5 mile extension along what had been the interstate road back in the 1950s until the freeway was built parallel to Interstate.  Since then this corridor, running througha blue-collar/low income, has seen little to no public or private investment.  Working with Portland Development Commission, the MAX and grants for small businesses and affordable housing developments, investment in this corridor will build what the community needs.

STATION DEVELOPMENT NOTES

· Generally, as you travel along the route we have had some successes and failures with the following attributes of station development; transit oriented vs transit influenced vs transit adjacent, pedestrian access, P&R vs land banking for future TODs, and redevelopment.  Also remember that this line was meant to spur development to occur in a less suburban-sprawl-like fashion within the 1/2 mile radius from the station. Another major accomplishment of the rail was that all the jurisdictions along the route were forced to deal with changing old code language that was exclusionary to allow for mixed-uses.

· As you travel west out of downtown, you will pass over I-405, the sidewalk to the left of the tracks is actually a potential future station should the city "cap" the highway and allow a building over the freeway.

· After the Galleria stop, you will come to PGE Park or Civic Stadium.  The apartment building to your left is Stadium Apartments and a description can be found in your Community Building Sourcebook.

· As you pass Civic Stadium and the Multnomah Athletic Club you will head toward Goose Hollow Station.  On your left will be a large traffic circle known as Collins Circle.  Just in back of the circle is a new development called Collins Circle Apartments.  See the Sourcebook for a description.  Interestingly, the developer has only been able to lease about 60% of the parking spaces he built at the very low ratio of .8 per unit.

· You will now head into the tunnel under the West Hills.  The tunnel is 2.5 miles long.  In about the middle of the tunnel is the Zoo station, deepest in America at 250 feet.  You can, depart the train, take the elevator up, tour the station at the top which serves the Zoo, the Children's Museum and the Forestry Center, and then take the elevators back down.  Allow 10 minutes.  Make sure you are boarding the right train...to Hillsboro.

· Now sit back.  The next station, Sunset Transit Center, is large a park and ride and transit center.  It has a 600 space structure located in the middle of the interchange of Hwy 217 from the south and Hwy 26 running E-W.  All 600 spaces are used and are free, first come first served.

· Next you will pass through downtown Beaverton.  It is probably the text case of a town overrun with big box retail, parking lots and car sale lots.  It doesn't make for an inviting pedestrian environment.  Over time the hope is to transform this area into a suburban, yet more compact urban form.

· The Beaverton Central Station holds a "cutting edge retail/office space and townhouses".  This TOD is looking for a new developer.  The development has been sitting for three years unfinished as the original developer went bankrupt and the city attempted to get the development back.  The court ruled in favor of the city recently and the city has a new developer ready to finish the project.

· From the Sourcebook pay attention to La Salle Apartments at Willowcreek Station....retail on the ground floor, garden apartments with internal pedestrian-friendliness (in other words the sea of parking is part P&R and part external parking spaces to the development).

· Orenco Station - is about a 1/4 mile walk down a "main street" without any buildings yet.  The developer, PacTrust, located his development along Cornell Road, a major arterial with easy access to the train.  In the '50s the land that Orenco sits on was zoned rural residential.  A scam artist parceled the land, sold the pieces and skipped town never investing in the infrastructure necessary to allow development to occur.  LAter, the City of Hillsboro zones the site for industrial. PacTrust, an industrial developer, reassembled the pieces from land owners across the country (owners moved or died in the meantime) in order to develop an Intel like campus.  With the advent of the decision to build light rail, the city rezones the property mixed-use.  PacTrust, initially skeptical, decided to do some market research and found that there were parts of the residential housing market that they could fill with this development.  Most of the homeowners are either young single or married with no children high tech employees or retired.  Feel free to talk to the representatives in the Sales Office located just down the "main street" in the bottom of the first Brownstone townhouse on the right. Also see the write up in the Sourcebook.

