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Everything You Need to Know to Begin the Research Project

Research Projects:


This quarter, you will be engaged in an ongoing work of research that will stem from two sources:  your own interests and concerns, and the framing of same by our Greek authors.  Although some of you have engaged in research before and may have written substantive research papers, our methods may be different than those to which you are accustomed.  We will help you to discover and sustain the motivation to do research, and help you to develop the ability to make discoveries worth teaching to others (which you will do at the end of the quarter).  We expect you to take risks, ask many questions, be overwhelmed, and learn how to bring order to what may appear, at times, hopeless.  You’ll rely on your colleagues and faculty for support and critical comments as you make your way toward completion of your project.


We have framed this project with ample, but not infinite, flexibility.  Read these guidelines carefully, and we will discuss them in detail in class.

Choice of Topics:


Andrew’s intellectual orientation to the program has given you a sense of the wide range of topics in our Greek texts.  None of these topics, in itself, is a viable research topic.  A viable research topic must be grounded in reality: particular activities of particular people during some explicit time period.  In other words, it must be narrow.


“Motherhood,” for example, is not a viable research topic, at least, not for our purposes.  In 1976, the poet Adrienne Rich published a book called Of Woman Born: Motherhood as Experience and Institution.  The book begins with these words: “All human life on the planet is born of woman.”  The book took years to write.  You will not write your paper over many years; you will write it by the end of winter quarter 2004.  So a topic like “motherhood” is too big.


The scale of your topic must be appropriate for the time you have to explore and write about it.  If you are interested in a topic such as motherhood, you will need to narrow your topic significantly.  HUGELY IMPORTANT: NARROWING YOUR TOPIC BEGINS WITH YOUR WORK ON YOUR VIGNETTE AND YOUR COMMENTARY ON IT.

Support:


You  will enjoy several kinds of support both within the program and from the college library.  Sarah Pedersen, the college’s Humanities Librarian, is assigned to our program to help you.  Once we have a sense of the range of your topics, we will meet with her (and you will meet with her individually and in small groups) to pursue your research.  


Within the program, you will receive several kinds of support.  Once you have chosen topics, you will be divided into three research groups, each with its own faculty.  Your Research Faculty will have expertise in and/or a strong interest in the topic you have chosen, and may or may not also be your seminar leader.  You will meet with your large Research Group on Thursday mornings from 9:00-11:00.  At the moment, the only room we have is CAB 110.  We will find other space as needed.  

Individual and Group Projects:


You will find that your topic meshes with those of other people in your research group.  You will work with those people throughout the quarter because they share your interests.  That work may take many forms:  periodic meetings to share sources and insights, editing groups as you develop drafts, or even the production of a group paper to which all members contribute.  You may also opt to develop an individual research paper, although in such cases you will benefit tremendously from a support group of like-minded colleagues.  All the details pertaining to projects will be allowed to evolve as naturally as possible (though they should evolve quickly!) as you find each other and narrow down your topics.  Again, we encourage you to animate your work based on your own authentic interests, sense of direction, meetings-of-the-minds with colleagues, and hopes for your own learning.

Form of the Projects:


Everyone will be responsible for writing a research paper, or some portion of a research paper.  If you write an individual paper, you are, of course, the sole author.  If you write a group paper, your group will decide how to divide the labor of research, editing, drafting, writing, re-writing, etc.  Group projects will be evaluated as such.  


In addition to written papers, each group will present its work at a series of symposia during the last two weeks of the quarter.  We assume each group will have at least 20 minutes to present its work, including time for questions from the class.  This will be a time for each group to teach the class what you learned over the course of the quarter in pursuit of your research project.  This presentation could take the form of a short skit, a “workshop” in which you direct the class through a series of activities (as Andrew’s workshop on Beloved did), a short video that you produce, etc.  However, the presentation may not stand in lieu of the written research paper.

Epilogues:


 Everyone, regardless of whether your paper is an individual or group effort, will also write an Epilogue.  The dictionary definition of an Epilogue is “a short poem or speech spoken directly to the audience following the conclusion of a play,” or “a short addition or concluding section at the end of a literary work, often dealing with the future of its characters.”  We are using the term here to connote a collection of thoughts from each of you about the research work you will do in the program throughout the quarter.  


The Epilogue will have two parts.  The first part is a section describing (not evaluating) the experience of collaboration.  Even if you write an individual paper, you will work collaboratively on the research project throughout the quarter.  Discuss the development of the collaboration or research team during the quarter, the roles and contributions of each member, and the construction of the final paper and presentation.  The second part is a section based on your reflection of the experiences described in the first part.  (Therefore, you must write the first part, read what you wrote, think about it, and then write the second part.)  Articulate what you (personally) learned from the experience of collaborative work. 


This Epilogue is a serious part of the quarter’s work and should not be undertaken lightly or in haste.  Your weekly seminar papers will help to prepare you for this work.  The only audience for your Epilogue will be your Research faculty and seminar leader.  You’ll receive further guidance on the Epilogue as the quarter draws to a close.

A Final Thought:


Doing research can seem to be a distancing, dry, dispassionate enterprise.  Research of that kind is often tremendously painful to do; it’s even worse to read.  


We are moving in the opposite direction.  We are encouraging an approach to research that is lively, yeasty, juicy, and inspiring.  The success of this approach will depend, most of all, on your own willingness to deal with topics that may keep you up at night because you can’t stop thinking about them, have you talking to yourself as you walk around, and spur you to bribe friends with expensive espresso drinks so they’ll listen to you talk as you figure out what you think.  The credo is: get into it.  If you do, you may do a kind of intellectual work that will continue to inspire you throughout your college education and beyond.

