Bowling Alone Study Guide, cont’d.

Section III 
1. Notice how Putnam keeps the reader informed of his progress in developing his argument. At the end of Section II, Putnam reviews the evidence presented so far for his assertion that Americans’ civic engagement and social bonds have declined across the board since the high levels of the 60s. Having shown through the many examples he presents what types of participation he is considering under the category of civic participation, and the rates of decline in each, he is able to advance to the next step in arguing his thesis: what is causing the decline? 

2. What are the exceptions to the trends in decline that Putnam acknowledges?

3. How does Putnam describe the differences between traditional forms of social organizations and those that have come to replace them? (p. 183-185)

4. On pages 184-5, Putnam again explains his methods, in this case how he’ll approach the interpretation of data. What is his strategy?

5. What is the difference between trends of civic engagement and levels of civic engagement? 

6. Summarize what Putnam has to say about education and participation. Why do the facts surprise him?

7. Closely study the benchmarks against which Putnam will measure potential explanations for disengagement that are listed on page 188. Does each of the tests make sense to you? Cite another example for each of the benchmarks that mirrors Putnam’s example.

8. On page 191, Putnam introduces the term positive correlation in describing the relationship of civic activity and work hours. In your own words, explain what a positive correlation is. 

9. Putnam next goes on to consider financial pressure. What is the evidence against financial anxiety being the cause of a decline in civic engagement?

10. What is the trend in engagement for the well-off and for the financially distressed? What is the level of engagement of each? 

11. What types of social capital building activities have increased since the entry of women into the paid workforce? Which have declined? What is the explanation for the difference? (p. 196-201)

12. What has been the impact of suburbanization on civic engagement? What is the quality of the suburbs that Putnam says is the explanation? (P. 209-11)

13. What correlation is there between commute/driving time to civic engagement? Why?

14. What three qualities of sprawl contribute to a declne in participation?

15. What are selection effects? What are media effects? Think of an example and consider it through each of these lenses.

16. On page 219, Putnam states that TV news viewing and daily newspaper reading are complements, not substitutes, for each other. What does that mean?

17. How is overall decline in participation explained by generational succession? 

18. Describe three aspects of TV viewing that have changed and how they have changed n the last 30 years.

19. Look at Figure 62 on page 231. How would you express the relationship between the highest and lowest rates of volunteering as a ratio? How can you express the relationship in words?

20. By page 235, Putnam has proven that dependence on TV as a primary form of entertainment is positively correlated with civic disengagement. Why can we not then say that TV is also the cause? What is the difference between correlation and cause?

21. In your own words describe how the study of Notel, Unitel and Multitel conducted by the CBC shows TV as a cause of reduced participation. (p. 235-6)

22. What does Putnam describe as the psychological impact that TV has on viewers that affects their civic participation?(p. 240-2)

23. How does the type of TV viewing that people do relate to their level of civic engagement?

24. What is a life cycle effect? What is a generational effect? Why is it important to follow a cohort of individuals over time in order to understand the difference?

25. What is the relationship of the year you were born to your level of civic participation? What is the trend across the generations?

26. Why was there a several decade delay in levels of disengagement? (p. 255)

27. Describe three of the qualities Putnam ascribes to boomers, and the probable cause of these attributes. 

28. Describe three of the qualities Putnam ascribes to the X Generation, and the probable cause of these attributes. 

29. Why was the WW II generation so different from those that came after?

30. What types of engagement are related to marital and parental status? What does that say about the breakdown of the traditional family being the cause of disengagement?

31. Why does Putnam rule out race as a factor? (p. 279-280)

32. What evidence does Putnam use to conclude that big government is not the cause? How about capitalism?

33. Summarize the primary factors and their relative weight that Putnam concludes are responsible for civic disengagement.

