Seminar: introduction to portfolio section containing journals and notes on readings.

As a result of my critical reading and examination of the eclectic books we studied, both my reading skills and especially my ability to express myself in writing have greatly improved. The reading was often quite difficult for me, especially Lure of the Local, which built a complex argument with often difficult to understand argument constructions. The in-depth notes included in this section that I took became more detailed as the quarter progressed, and I became more adept at using good examples from the text to support my ideas. Taking notes as I read helped me translate the very scholarly writing into my own words, and helped me in the end understand it better. Further, the required weekly five-page seminar journals challenged me to move past the fear I had about my writing and delve into more well thought-out work that demonstrated my ability to analyze the text; rather than just understanding what it said, I began to understand what it meant. This helped my writing develop in ways that I had never experienced before. In seminar itself, I became more confident about speaking and spoke more because of the better understanding of the readings I gained through first writing about them.

Exhibit Design Work: introduction to portfolio section that contained sketches, mock-ups and revisions of 2-D designs for exhibit labels.

I was a member of the two-dimensional design team and was responsible for helping develop panel designs, logos, text boxes, and labels. Design layouts and logo designs were created in Adobe Photoshop, a program that I had had little experience with before. This program gave me the freedom to combine my own original drawings with the text and photos. The difference is evident as you go through the successive drafts of my work: the look becomes much more professional and cohesive. I learned how to use iconography to develop a visual vocabulary and relate each of the designs to the others, as you can see in the repeated visual elements in my later designs. Our weekly group meetings outside of class were a challenge, because I had to learn to not be personally offended if a classmate didn’t like an image or design. This helped me learn to refine and compromise my work for the benefit of the project as a whole.

Research Project Work: introduction to portfolio section that contained research documentation, notes and drafts of writing.

I believe one of the most valuable skills I learned this quarter was via the information and interview process of doing the research project, documenting downtown Olympia charity Bread and Roses, which feeds hundreds of the area’s poor and homeless daily. They are an important organization for the community. I became very interested in their work and this is represented in my portfolio. This was some of the best work for all of us this quarter. I see this work as something that could continue into something important. Bread and Roses can really be a driving force for change in the Olympia community.

Writing: introduction to portfolio section that contained all drafts of writing for the quarter.

Since the quarter began, I have been working on developing different styles of writing, and I’m trying to learn the skill of writing for people who do not know me. All of the papers I have written in the past have been in my own complex wording, and thus have been deemed unusual by most of my peers. I have not spent enough time writing in the past three years due to my high school’s low budget and lack of quality English requirements due to lower standards of public schools. I tried to keep the habit of writing but after a while found myself to be less of a writer than I could be, and thereafter convinced myself to spend time in my art pursuits, and you will see those documented in another section of this portfolio. I am especially proud of my drawings.
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