Experience Japan, Summer 2008: Program Syllabus

Faculty: Setsuko Tsutsumi
I. Program Objectives:

The program aims to give students first hand experience of Japanese culture through three-week living experiences in Japan. Students will develop understanding of Japanese society and culture through various classes and field trips, and daily contacts with host families. The emphasis is on their direct experiences through eyes and ears. The kinds and scope of academic activities have been chosen with this in mind. The program will have two different locations, one in Toyooka and one in Tokyo, and students can choose one of them to participate. The specifics of each program are described below.

II. Two Locations:

A. Toyooka Program, Hyogo, Japan

Period: July 1st - July 19th

Credits: 8 quarter hours credit

Locations: Toyooka, Hyogo prefecture, Japan 

Hosting Institution in Toyooka:

                Name: Hyogo International Business College (HIBC)

                Address: 500 Tobera, Toyooka-shi, 

                               Hyogo-ken, 668-0065, 

Japan

Phone: 011-81-796-24-6000

                Contact Person: Naoko Takishita

                    Phone: 011-81-796-24-2282

　　　        Cell Phone: 011-81-90-6327-4196           
                   e-mail: takishita@ooka-high.ed.jp
Program Schedule:

6/27  Fri.     Trip Orientations: 10:00 am, Lab 2, 3262

7/1   Tues.   Leave San Francisco by UA #885

7/2   Wed.   Arrive Kansai International Airport 

7/3    Thurs.  Classes Start at Hyogo International Business College. 

7/17  Thurs.  Classes End.

7/19  Sat.       Leave Kansai Airport for San Francisco by UA #886

Arrive at SeaTac 

    7/23  Wed.   Evaluation Conferences

Program Activities:

The program consists of three academic components: Japanese language classes at HIBC; cultural workshops at HIBC; and field trips in Toyooka and Tajima area. 

Japanese Language classes will be held at HIBC, 12 hours a week, for 3 weeks. In addition, students will have daily opportunities to learn Japanese language through home stay experiences, and contacts with different people in various circumstances. 
Cultural workshops will introduce students some traditional cultural practices such as calligraphy, tea ceremony, and local kiln.

Various field trips aim to develop students' understanding about the community where they are staying. Students will visit various public offices, including the Mayor's and Police and Fire Station, and learn about city's political and administrative system. Students will also observe city's efforts to improve natural environment and to revitalize agriculture through their visits to natural bird sanctuary and other facilities. Students will also learn geographical characteristics of the region, which shaped people's life there, by visiting various landmarks in the area.

In addition, students will have a weekly seminar sharing their experiences of home stay. Students can explore various aspects of Japanese life in a small local town of Toyooka focusing on topics such as roles each family member plays in host families, relationships among family members, children's education, and geography of the town. 
Academic Requirements:

1. Attend and fully participate in all language classes, seminars, workshops, and field trips. Missing more than three of these sessions will result in losing credits.

a)  Language classes at HIBC: 12 hours of classes each week, which consist of grammar class, reading class, and conversation class. 

b) Cultural workshops and field trips: They are planned for each week on Tuesdays and Thursdays,

c) Seminar: once a week on Wednesdays
1) Discussions will be based on your observations and experiences with your host families,

2) You will share the entries from your Observation Journal. 

2. Keep a daily journal of observation: 

Jot down every day where you went and what you did, things you found new or strange or funny, and people you met. Illustrate or supplement your observation with photos and other materials which interested you, such as train tickets or other tickets to the temple or theaters or other performances, and wrapping papers for candies or other things.
You should pay attention to the following topics while making your observations.

1. People in general: What they do, how they look, how you met them, and what
makes the person interesting to you. 
2. Family: Observe the members of your host family and describe their demeanors,

personality, things they do, the way they dress, and their roles in the family, etc. 

3. Draw the floor plans of the house you are staying, with room arrangements, furniture, and gardens, and explore how they make the best use of space and facilitate effective family relationships.

4. Describe food you eat every day.

5. Community: You will be visiting many City offices such as the Mayor's, Police

Chief's, Fire Department, and others. Observe and reflect on their roles and interrelationships and relationship with the community. Observe how neighborhood community works together, and how relatives of a family help each other in family life.
6. Explore your neighborhood on your own and draw a cultural/ geographical map, which include shrines, temples, cemetery, police station, schools, stores, and railways, and reflect on how they help to develop the community.
7. Education: Observe the high school students at Ooka Gakuen and their

educational system. Observe children at a kinder garden and day care you'll be

visiting. Observe your Japanese classes and reflect how the instruction and 
expectations are different from your experiences in the U.S..
8. Geographical Environment in Toyooka: characteristics of the geography-its merits and challenges to live in.
9. Community wide efforts to bring back the eco-system: raising storks. You'll visit Stork Museum and witness first hand their 25-year efforts to bring back the birds.
10. Urban Planning: Observe how the city is laid out and developed in terms of the railway station, shopping centers, streets, and housings.
11. The City of Toyooka experienced a major flooding a few years ago and still recovering from it. Observe what caused it and how they are recovering from the flood.
12. Rites of Passage: Any rites of passage in family life and community life you observed.
13. Religious Practice: Any religious practice you observed.
14. Make a language section in your journal. Write down any new Japanese words and expressions you heard or were taught. You will have a valuable language usage book of your own. 
The Journal is due at the evaluation conference on Wednesday, July 23rd. 

Estimated Cost: at 100yen/a US dollar

       Airfare; RT, SeaTac–San Francisco-Kansai International Airport---$1,000

        Train: RT, Kansai Airport - Toyooka----------------$120

Domestic Transportation: 18 days in Toyooka-------$150

        Institutional Cost at HIBC------------------------------$400

        Home Stay Fee in Toyooka-----------------------------$300

        Lunch in Toyooka----------------------------------------$150

        Field Trips-------------------------------------------------$80

        Gifts for host families & others-------------------------$100

        Contingency-----------------------------------------------$300

        Total: $2,600

Additional Cost: Individual Trips on weekends,

                           Individual Entertainments,

                           Individual Shopping.                

B. Tokyo Program, Tokyo, Japan

Period: June 22nd - July 12th

Credits: 8 quarter hours credit

Locations:Tokyo, Japan 

Hosting Institution:

                Name: Tamagawa University

Address: 6-1-1 Tamagawa Gakuen

               Machida-shi, Tokyo 

Phone: 011-81-427-28-3111

                Contact Person: Professor Masaki Oda

                             e-mail: oda@lit.tamagawa.ac.jp
Program Schedule:

6/6    Fri.      Trip Orientations: 10:00 am, Lab 2, 3262

621   Sat.      Leave SeaTac 

6/22  Wed.   Arrive Narita by 3:00 pm

                     Home Stay starts

6/23 ~ 7/11   Participates in Prof. Oda's class once or twice a week.

                      Start working on your own individual project

7/12  Sat.       Leave Narita

Arrive at SeaTac 

    7/23  Wed.   Evaluation Conferences

Program Activities:

The program consists of three academic components: individual research project and participating in cultural study classes at Tamagawa University, and working with students at Tamagawa University. 

Academic Requirements:

1.  Attend and fully participate in all classes available at Tamagawa University and work together with their students. Missing more than three of these sessions will result in losing credits.

2. Individual Research Project:

    Students should have a solid idea about their project and develop a feasible plan to carry out the project before departure for Tokyo. Students should consult with the program sponsor while developing the plans. The final plan should be approved by the sponsor. 

3. Keep a daily journal of observation: 

Jot down every day where you went and what you did, things you found new or strange or funny, and people you met. Illustrate or supplement your observation with photos and other materials which interested you, such as train tickets or other tickets to the temple or theaters or other performances, and wrapping papers for candies or other things. (Refer to the topics of the observation on page 2)

Individual Research and Journal are due at the eveluation conferences on July 23rd.

Estimated Cost: at 100yen/a US dollar

       Airfare; RT, SeaTac–Narita---------------------------   $1,000

       Train: RT, Narita to Downtown Tokyo----------------$100

Domestic Transportation: 20 days in Tokyo----------$300

       Home Stay Fee in Tokyo---------------------------------$400

       Home Stay Arrangement Fee----------------------------$100

       Lunch in Tokyo--------------------------------------------$200

       Gifts for host families & others------------------------- $200

       Contingency----------------------------------------------- $300

       Total: $2,600

Additional Cost: Individual Trips on weekends,

                           Individual Entertainments,

                           Individual Shopping.                
III. Emergency Contact Procedures
If an emergency arises and you need to contact the College while studying in Japan, please use the following contact procedure.
US is 16 hours behind. Add 8 hours to your Japan time and go back one day.

IF YOU ARE CALLING BETWEEN 8:00 AM Pacific Time AND 5:00 PM Pacific Time, MONDAY thru FRIDAY. 
Contact Ruth Joynes or Pat Kolstad (Experience Japan program secretaries) at 001-1-360-867-6102.

Leave a message, if necessary. Messages are checked on a regular basis throughout the day. 

IF YOU ARE CALLING AT ANY OTHER TIME, 7 DAYS A WEEK (Holidays included): 

Contact The Evergreen State College Police Services at 001-1-360-867-6140 
HOW TO CONTACT  SETSUKO TSUTSUMI

    e-mail: tsutsuse@evergreen.edu

IV. Tips on Traveling in Japan
1. Almost everything costs more in Japan, so buy everything you will need in the U.S.;

2. Be aware that Japan has one of the strictest drug regulations in the world. This means All drugs. Marijuana is no exception;

3. Drinking is widely seen in everyday life in Japan. It is also offered as a sign of hospitality. Be sure to know your drinking capacity and financial limit;

4. Traffic in Japan runs on the left hand side. Be sure to look to the right first before you cross the street;

5. Japan is 16 hours ahead of the U.S. in the summer time.  When you call the U.S. from Japan, add 8 hours to Japanese time and go back one day;

6. Mail usually takes a week between the U.S. and Japan;

7. Xerox the photo, data and visa pages of your passport. A copy will be a great help if it is lost or stolen;

8. Don’t carry your wallet in a hip pocket. Use a money belt or neck purse;

9. You can withdraw money from your U.S. bank account using your debit card, with VISA mark on it, at any ATM machine in any post office throughout Japan;

10. Carry a credit card, if you can qualify. It would be a great help in an emergency. You will be asked to pay cash for any medical treatment, as insurance reimbursements take time. So, it is a good idea to have some extra funds in reserve;

11. List your credit card numbers and travelers check numbers on a separate piece of paper and hide them somewhere in your luggage;

12. Carry medications, tickets, reservation, passport and documents in your carry-on luggage—never in your checked luggage;

13. Be certain to keep the receipts for gifts or merchandise you plan to bring home and be ready to list them on the customs form;

14. Get the “Know Before You Go” brochure if you plan to buy items for which you’ll pay duty. It’s available from most travel agents and at customs houses;

15. Register the serial numbers of cameras, lenses, tape recorders, and similar foreign made goods at a U.S. Customs Office. There are offices in Tacoma and Seattle;

16. Have enough sleep before you leave. Eat lightly, drink plenty of water, and walk occasionally on the plane to avoid blood clods.
PAGE  
1

