Seminar Assignment for S04 Week # 1

Paper # 1: Seminar Reflection (Due 3-31-04)

Prepare a short, typed commentary for the following questions/discussion points. (1) What was the best seminar experience you have had? What text/topic was examined? What made the seminar experience good? (2) What was the worst seminar experience you have had? What text/topic was examined? What made the seminar experience poor? (3) What do you want out of seminar? (4) What advice would you give to a person beginning their first seminar experience?



Seminar Assignment for W04 Week # 2

Presentation # 1: Prometheans in the Lab (due 4-7-04)

In the previous week of seminar you were assigned a group and a chapter (1, 2, 3 or 4) from the text Prometheans in the Lab. As a team, prepare a fifteen minute presentation on your chapter. What is the author saying, what is she basing her comments on, how effective is she at making her point, why should you (or any one else) care? What are some of her references? Are these references primary, secondary or a combination? Each team member will need to turn in a brief statement describing their role in the group presentation and their preparatory work completed for the presentation. The audience will help prepare constructive advice.

 



Seminar Assignment for W04 Week # 4

Paper # 2: Deadly Feasts (due 4-21-04)

Select one of the following four options, or invent an option (must be approved by your faculty seminar leader).

(1) Choose a specific experimental finding that you feel was important in deciphering the nature of SDE and similar diseases. Describe how the experiment was done, the results and how an interpretation was made of the results.

(2) Using the library, research the recent finding of BSE in Washington State. By linking this research and the text, what similarities are there between this finding and the outbreak in England?  What differences do you see in these different times and places?

(3) What are the moist important biological questions about BSE-like diseases?

(4) What examples (good or bad) are there of good scientific practice and scientific research ethics in the research presented in Rhodes’ book?  What were the most important forms of scientific communication in aiding this research?



continue to scroll down for additional seminar assignments
Seminar Assignment for W04 Week # 6
Paper # 3: The Periodic Table (due 5-5-04)

Prepare a two page, double-spaced, paper on a topic of interest to you from The Periodic Table.  Use at least three quotes from the reading to support your discussion. 



Seminar Assignment for W04 Week # 7
Peer Review of Research Papers (due 5-12-04)

Bring a completed draft of your research paper.  An organized peer review exchange will take place in seminar this week.



Seminar Assignment for W04 Week # 8
Paper # 4: Origins of Life (due 5-19-04)

Select and discuss one scientific piece of evidence in support of intelligent design and one scientific piece of evidence refuting scientific design.  Be sure to include your references. Three sources you should read/watch to be ready for seminar include: (1) Video from PBS, Unlocking the Mystery of Life (2) Crazy Ideas chapter 6 (3) Biology text chapters 21-22.  It is recommended you locate additional references to support your paper.



Seminar Assignment for W04 Week # 9
Presentation # 2: Prometheans in the Lab (due 5-26-04)

In the previous week of seminar you were assigned a group and a chapter (6, 7, 8 or 9) from the text Prometheans in the Lab. As a team, prepare a fifteen minute presentation on your chapter. What is the author saying, what is she basing her comments on, how effective is she at making her point, why should you (or any one else) care? What are some of her references? Are these references primary, secondary or a combination? Each team member will need to turn in a brief statement describing their role in the group presentation and their preparatory work completed for the presentation. The audience will help prepare constructive advice.
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