
            Our Place in NatureWriting Writing written work is 
due every wednes-
day in seminar

S e m i n a r E s s a y

Your seminar essay for fall quarter is an evolving and grow-

ing inquiry based on one or a few core concepts or ques-

tions of the program. Each week, you will submit a new 

draft of work that consists of revisions of all that you’ve 

written before and adds new material based on what 

you’ve read and learned from the current texts. Given this 

format, your essay will not necessarily have the traditional 

shape or structure of an essay, but it should be consis-

tently driven by related questions and concepts.

In the process of developing your writing for seminar, you 

will meet with writing tutors and with a peer review 

group (groups are assembled based on common interests 

but are not meant to limit your inquiries). Learning to 

work with readers, critics, and collaborators to improve 

your thinking and writing is an essential component of 

this assignment.

GOALS:

• To develop critical thinking and writing skills. 

• To associate reading with critical refl ection and argu-

mentation in writing.

• To learn to give and receive feedback on witing.

• To develop a unique perspective on course concepts 

and themes.

• To develop a writing process with revision at the center 

of productivity, as opposed to drafting.

• To make connections between texts.

EXPECTATIONS:

...Writing must be turned in on time. Late work will not 

be accepted.

...You must work with a writing tutor consistently through 

out the quarter.

...You must work with a peer review group consistently 

throughout the quarter.

...You must revise old material by rewriting (not just tin-

kering, correcting surface errors) and write new material 

each week that addresses each seminar text.

...All writing must be typed and conform to other expec-

tations of student writing as required by faculty.

Some Explanations:

The intent of this assignment structure is to delay the anxiety, 
frustration, and illusion of producing a “fi nished” essay every 

week (a common Evergreen assignment). 

Instead, we want to encourage you to engage in a more authen-
tic process of writing and inquiry that will lead to a fi nished 

product in the winter. Calling these assignments  part of a “pro-
cess” does not mean that you can turn in notes, undeveloped or 
careless work, or fragments that would be better suited to your 

journal.

To begin, you will self-select into peer review groups; the 
expectation is that you will meet in these groups on a regular basis
to discuss the readings and your writing. Your groups should be 

based on some common interests, but these interests are not 
meant to limit the scope of your inquiry.

When you fi rst assemble into your peer review groups, you will 
brainstorm a list of key questions that link your common inter-

ests to the major themes of the program.

Your writing over the course of the quarter should primarily be 
an analytical inquiry into some of these key questions.

The requirement of continual revision is intended to compell 
you to develop your critical reading & writing skills and to con-
duct a meaningful, deep, and complex inquiry into “our place in 

nature.” Our responses to your work will focus on technical as-
pects of writing, concepts, and argumentative skills (the ability 
to support claims with evidence, reason, and passion); we will 
also address your ability to draw important ideas and informa-

tion from the texts and synthesize them with ideas and informa-
tion from other sources.

You have a lot of options. Your work may wander. Your work 
may be highly focussed. Your revisions and new writing may 

“intertwine,” or they may simply progress like stepping stones, 
with varying degrees of thematic fl ow between.  Feedback from 
faculty, peers, and tutors will coach you through the process of 

developing an appropriate degree of focus in your work and will 
demand that you take stock of what you’re doing and why every 

step of the way.

Your writing must demonstrate careful reading and understand-
ing of all seminar texts. This requirement restrains you from 

being “too focussed.” Even if you have a single question that you 
wish to pursue, you cannot avoid considering and writing about 

texts that may have less relation to your question. 

Page limits are not specifi ed here, but increased effort or produc-
tion may be required on an individual basis.


